














IN THIS ISSUE OF TPS 





. . . eighteen messages of John XXIII and four 


messages of Pius XII . . . excerpts and abstracts 
from other papal letters and addresses. . . . 


®@ Movies, Radio, TV 

The Motu Proprio: Boni Pastoris of 
Pope John is a directive on the duties 
and organization of the Pontifical Com- 


mission for Motion Pictures, Radio, and 
Television. Page 324. 


@ The Ideal Priest 


Personal holiness and knowledge of the 
Scriptures are two charactertistics of the 
ideal priest described by the Holy Father 
in The Priestly Life. Page 305. 


®@ Apostolate of the Suffering 
Those who suffer can make an “enor- 
mous contribution” to the sanctification 
of souls and the salvation of the world, 
says Pope John in The Meaning of Suf- 
fering. Page 331. 


@ Loss of Liberty 

The Holy Father, in Unity, Liberty, and 
Peace, discusses the relation between the 
world’s lack of a unified faith and the 
widespread loss of true liberty. Page 310. 


® Of Preaching 

Wisdom, simplicity, and charity should 
distinguish the ministry of preaching, 
advises Pope John in Preacher of the 
Word. He gives specific instructions for 


achieving these qualities in sermons. 
Page 275. 


®@ Catholic Education 

Catholic schools should turn out gradu- 
ates who have a strong sense of personal 
responsibility for the work of saving the 
world, said Pope Pius XII in The Cath- 
olic School Today, one of his last ad- 
dresses. Page 337. 


® Christ in His Church 

In his Easter Sunday sermon, The. Eas- 
ter Liturgy, Pope John reminds the 
faithful that the honors of Palm Sunday, 
the sorrow of the Passion, and the tri- 
umph of Easter Sunday are constantly 
renewed in the life of the Church. Page 
269. 


® also in this issue... 

are letters and addresses on marriage 
and the family, the importance of the 
artisan, insurance, China, and on other 
topics of interest. 
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NEWS 


and NOTES 


OVER SIX MONTHS have passed since 
Angelo Cardinal Roncalli was elected 
Sovereign Pontiff, to succeed Pope Pius 
XII. 

In this period several important events 
stand out above the rest: the close of 
the Lourdes Jubilee; preparations for a 
diocesan synod in Rome; announcement 
of plans for an ecumenical council; the 
visit of the remains of St. Pius X to 
Venice; Pope John’s unusually active 
participation in the Lenten liturgy; the 
great number and length of Pope John’s 
messages (for example, comparing the 
messages of Pope John in the first four 
months of 1959 with those of Pope Pius 
in the same period of 1958, we observed 
that the total volume of Pope John’s 
messages was at least 25% greater than 
that of his predecessor). 


ANNOUNCEMENT of plans for the 
first general council since 1870—and 
only the 21st in history—has undoubted- 
ly been the big news. Pope John re- 
vealed these plans in an address deliv- 
ered to a group of Cardinals on January 
25th in a Benedictine abbey adjoining 
the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the 
Walls. 


THE COUNCIL has, of course, evoked 
a wealth of comment and speculation. 


But at present even its opening date is 
a matter of conjecture. 

The Pope Speaks will endeavor to give 
as full documentary coverage to the 
Council as is possible. We shall cer- 
tainly publish the letters and adresses 
of the Holy Father that are associated 
with the Council—and perhaps other 
documents of importance also. Every 
effort will be made to keep you in con- 
tact with this important event. We at 
The Pope Speaks regard it as a new and 
challenging opportunity to serve English- 
speaking Catholics. 


THE LAST SUCH ecumenical assem- 
bly, the Vatican Council, adjourned on 
October 20, 1870—following the occu- 
pation of the capital of the papal states 
by Italy—but was never formally closed. 
The forthcoming council might, there- 
fore, be regarded simply as a continu- 
ation of the unfinished General Council 
of the Vatican. 

The Vatican Council was the 20th 
such general council. The first was held 
in 325 in Nicaea—in modern Turkey; 
it condemned the Arian heresy and 
formulated the Nicene Creed. 


AT THE SAME TIME that he an- 
nounced his intention to convene a gen- 
eral council, Pope John revealed that he 
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is summoning a synod for the Diocese 
of Rome (see page 301), and that he 
intends to bring the Code of Canon Law 
for the Latin Church up to date and to 
complete the promulgation of a Code of 
Canon Law for the Oriental Church. 


AN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL js a gath- 
ering of the world’s residential bishops 
and other Church officials. Under the 
presidency of the pope, or of his legates, 
such councils are summoned to discuss 
and regulate matters of faith, morals, or 
discipline. Their decrees, if confirmed 
by the pope, bind all Catholics. 

According to canon law, those per- 
sons who have a vote in the discussions 
are: cardinals (even though not bish- 
ops), patriarchs, primates, archbishops, 
and residential bishops—even those not 
yet consecrated. Abbots or prelates 
nullius, heads of certain monastic con- 
gregations, and titular bishops may vote 
if they are invited. 

In addition to these officials, experts 
in theology and canon law may be in- 
vited to the council, but they have only 
a consultative role. In all, about 1,500 
or more persons may take part in the 
council. An official document will be 
published before the council is convened, 
detailing who is to attend. 


THE ACTUAL MACHINERY which 
will transform the Church’s forthcoming 
general council from a desire expressed 
by Pope John into a highly organized 
reality has yet to be set up. 

Much of the preliminary work will be 
done in the congregations of the Roman 
Curia, administrative center of the 
Church. From its eleven Congrega- 
tions and their prefects and secretaries 
will flow suggestions and proposed 


topics. But the pope himself will shape 
the ultimate outcome. 

The organizational task facing those 
who will have to prepare the program 
of the council will be immense, but 
the administrative personnel and facili- 
ties for such a task exist in Rome. The 
pope will probably set up a special com- 
mission of cardinals and various ex- 
perts in the many fields of Church life 
to shape the agenda which he will ulti- 
mately place before the bishops of the 
world. 


ONCE CONVENED the council has 
ordinary and supreme authority in the 
universal Church, subject to the ap- 
proval of its decisions by the Supreme 
Pontiff. The meetings will be held in 
private, except those at which decrees 
of the council are promulgated by the 
pope in public. 

While the exact outlines of the coun- 
cil are now of necessity very dim, there 
are within the Church all the necessary 
means to set up the Church’s 21st coun- 
cil on a scale never before seen by 
Christendom. 


* 


LENT was a busy season for Pope 
John XXIII. On each Sunday of Lent 
he personally attended observances in 
the “tational churches” of Rome, thus 
reviving a practice of the medieval 
popes. 

Pope Gregory the Great approved 
these observances in the sixth century 
and they remained in force until the 
popes moved from Rome to Avignon, 
France, in the 14th century. The prac- 
tice was revived by Pope Leo XIII, but 
he and his successors took part person- 
ally only in the observances at St. 
Peter’s. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


Successive Sundays of Lent took Pope 
John to Santa Maria in Domnica, St. 
Lawrence Outside the Walls, the Church 
of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem, St. 
Peter’s (on Passion Sunday), and St. 
John Lateran (on Palm Sunday). 


HOLY WEEK began for Pope John 
with the Palm Sunday procession at the 
Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. 
On Wednesday he visited St. Prisca, his 
former titular church, and promised to 
share in the stational Lenten observances 
of Rome even more fully next year. 

On Holy Thursday the pope took part 
in the commemoration of the Last Sup- 
per at the Archbasilica of St. John 
Lateran. At his insistence he reinsti- 
tuted the old custom of the washing of 
feet during Holy Thursday Mass. Kneel- 
ing before 13 newly ordained priests, 
the pope washed, dried, and kissed the 
right foot of each. 

There were 13 men in the ceremony 
instead of 12 because of a tradition 
that Pope St. Gregory the Great, while 
performing the rite on one occasion, 
noticed that there were 13 men present. 
St. Gregory thought that an impostor 
was taking part in the ceremony, but 
later he learned—in some manner that 
tradition does not explain—that the 13th 
man was an angel. 


IN CONTRAST to the Lateran Basilica, 
Good Friday’s services in the small 
Church of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem 
seemed personal and intimate although 
about 1,000 people were present. 

An especially moving moment came 
when the prayer for the conversion of 
the Jews was recited, omitting—as di- 
rected by the pope himself—the term 
“perfidious.” 
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Pope John was the first to adore the 
Cross. Walking in his stocking feet, 
the 77-year-old’ pontiff left his throne 
to come before the altar. Genuflecting 
three times, he approached the crucifix 
which contained relics of the True Cross, 
and kissed it. 


ON HOLY SATURDAY the pontiff de- 
livered his Easter message to the whole 
world over Vatican Radio. An English 
translation of his words starts on page 
263 of this issue. 

Then at midnight the bells of Rome’s 
300 churches broke their silence, and, 
for the first time since Holy Thursday, 
pealed loudly, announcing once more 
the good news of the Risen Christ, as 
Pope John XXIII celebrated the tri- 
umph of Christ’s Resurrection in St. 
Peter’s Basilica. Thus the solemn 
pageantry of a Pontifical Mass closed a 
week that brought Pope John very close 
indeed to the people of Rome. The 
homily he unexpectedly delivered at this 
Mass appears on page 269 of this issue. 
It is an eloquent witness to the interest 
Pope John had already shown by his 
actions in the liturgy of Lent and Easter. 


* 


WHEN POPE ST. PIUS X, then Car- 
dinal Sarto, left Venice in 1903 for the 
election of a new pope, he told his peo- 
ple “I shall return to you dead or alive.” 

Pope John XXIII fulfilled one of his 
lifelong ambitions on April 13 when he 
had the body of St. Pius returned to 
Venice for a month-long visit. An esti- 
mated 800,000 people filed past the gold 
and glass casket during the month the 
body was kept in St. Mark’s Cathedral. 
A message sent by Pope John to the 
clergy of Venice on this occasion ap- 
pears on page 293ff. of this issue. 
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The photo on page 304 shows Pope 
John venerating the remains of St. Pius 
before they were taken from Rome to 
Venice. 


* 


THE VARIOUS TALKS of John XXIII 
that appear in this issue point up the 
characteristic touches which are begin- 
ning to emerge regularly. Pope John 
is speaking every bit as often as Pope 
Pius did, but his talks tend to be less 
technical and more personal. He makes 
many autobiographical remarks; he 
often quotes and comments on scripture 
and the Fathers of the Church. His 
admiration of and veneration for cer- 
tain figures of the past—such as St. Leo 
the Great and Pope St. Pius X—are 
constantly in evidence. The pastoral 
mission of Pope John finds expression 
on every page of this issue. A high 
percentage of his words are addressed 
to priests, for whose personal formation 
he expresses great concern. His mes- 
sages repeat again and again his desire 
for reunion with the Eastern Churches 
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and his great anxiety over the state of 
the Church in the Orient. 


PORTRAITS of his five predecessors 
on the throne of Peter have been in- 
stalled by Pope John XXIII in his pri- 
vate library. The portraits of Popes 
Leo XIII, St. Pius X, Benedict XV, 
Pius XI, and Pius XII are grouped in 
a single large frame. A photo of the 
ensemble appears in this issue on page 
262. 

The installation of these pictures is 
similar to Pope John’s action in Venice, 
where he established a collection of por- 
traits of his predecessors as Patriarch 
of Venice. 


FOUR MESSAGES OF PIUS Xi, 
chosen from the many we have yet to 
publish, appear in this issue. We shall 
continue to publish these important and 
timeless documents, as space permits, 
in our future issues. 
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Pius XII. TPS Guwe supplies bibliographic coverage for the months of July, August, 
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D. C. Subscription rates: $5.00 a year; $9.00 two years; $13.00 three years. Second-class 
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A Mystery of Death and Life 


Pope John XXIll’s First Easter Message to the World 


In questa sera 


N THIS evening, which is 

still veiled in sorrow at the 

memory of the death of the 
Savior, but is already filled with 
a joyous trembling in expectation 
of His holy resurrection, We ad- 
dress you, dear children of Italy 
and of the whole world, as you de- 
voutly prepare to celebrate the 
feast of Easter. 

Within a few hours, in majestic 
cathedrals and in remote little 
chapels in mission lands, in city 
parishes and in humble churches 
scattered on mountains and in 
country districts, in every place 
where a Christian community is 
gathered in faith and love around 
its priests, the hymn Ezsultet will 
be joyously sung in the depths of 
the night and there will arise the 
first soft Alleluia of the Gregorian 
chant. 


Unfailing life 


It is in eager anticipation of 
this news, dear children, that We 
speak to you. This year, it is the 
new Holy Father who celebrates 
Easter with you: he who has been 
called, as the visible head, to rule 


March 28, 1959 


the Church of which the risen God 
is the one, invisible head. 

What a marvelous proof of the 
enduring nature of the Holy 
Church, the Mystical Body of 
Christ, which draws from the Re- 
deemer the unfailing stream of life 
that makes it immortal! What a 
moving testimony to the truth of 
the historical fact of Christ’s res- 
urrection, which, though it took 
place twenty centuries ago, is the 
firm buttress of Christian society, 
the sure nourishment of its faith, 
the motive of its hope, and the driv- 
ing force of its charity. 


The triumph of Christ 


The Church is alive as its divine 
founder is alive! The Church goes 
forward with the same power of 
life as that by which Christ, after 
having paid the price of mortal na- 
ture, passed in triumph beyond the 
barrier of stone which his enemies 
had set to keep the tomb secure. 

For the Church also, as the cen- 
turies have passed by, there have 
been other enemies who have 
sought to enclose her as in a tomb, 
boasting repeatedly of her agony 
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and death. But she, who has within 
herself the invincible strength of 
her founder, is ever newly risen 
with Him, granting pardon to ail, 
and providing tranquility and 
peace for the lowly and the poor, 
for the suffering, and for men of 
good will. 

This is the meaning of the feast 
of Easter which we are about to 
celebrate, that We desire particu- 
larly to put before you, dear chil- 
dren, in order that your fidelity to 
the Church may never waver, but 
rather that, rooted in love, you may 
know how to share with joy and 
generosity in the life of your 
mother, sure that her truth is cer- 
tain and will prevail: ready to fight 
in her defense, to spend yourselves 
to make her known, linked together 
in bearing witness to her, “care- 
ful,” as St. Paul said, “to preserve 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace: one body and one Spirit, 
even as you were called in one 
hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one Baptism; one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and 
throughout all, and in us all” 
(Eph. 4, 3-6). 


A mystery renewed 


The joyous mystery, about to be 
renewed in this night of watching 
and prayer, has not only the mean- 
ing We have underlined, but also 
an efficacy which strikes deep into 


the heart of the spiritual life of 
every single Christian so as to 
form him in the image of the risen 
Christ. 

Easter is for all a mystery of 
death and of life. For this reason, 
in keeping with that express com- 
mand of the Church, of which We 
paternally remind you, each of the 
faithful is invited at this time 
to cleanse his soul by means of the 
Sacrament of Penance, bathing it 
in the blood of Christ, and is called 
upon to approach with greater 
faith the Eucharistic table in order 
to partake of the life-giving body 
of the Lamb without stain. Easter, 
then, is a mystery of death and of 
resurrection for every believer. 

By drawing attention to the suf- 
ferings of our Lord, who for our 
sake willed to be “despised and the 
most abject of men, a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with infirm- 
ity” (Us. 58, 3), the Easter ceremo- 
nies are an invitation to die to sin, 
to “purge out the old leaven . . . the 
leaven of malice and wickedness” 
(1 Cor. 5, 7-8) so as to become a 
new creature. If He who is the son 
of God by nature willed “to become 
obedient to death, even to the death 
of the cross” (Phil. 2, 8), we, 
whom He has made children of God 
through grace, have the duty of 
imitating and reproducing His 
actions. 

Belonging as we do to Christian- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 29, 1959. Italian text. Translation by 
TPS staff, based on one released by the Vatican Press Office. 

This address continues the longstanding custom whereby the Holy Father addresses 
the faithful on the vigil of Easter. It was delivered by radio from the Holy Father's 
private study, at 8 p.m. on Holy Saturday. 
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EASTER MESSAGE 


ity, we are made sharers with 
Christ in the mystery of spiritual 
death, according to the cry of the 
apostle which We are glad to re- 
peat to you: “Do you not know that 
all we who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus have been baptized 
into his death? For we were buried 
with him by means of Baptism 
into death, in order that, just as 
Christ has risen from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, 
so we also may walk in newness 
of life. . . . Therefore do not let 
sin reign in your mortal body” 
(Rom. 6, 3-4, and 12). 

For all, then, our Easter is a 
death to sin, to the passions, to 
hatred and enmities, to all that is 
a source of disharmony, of bitter- 
ness, of grief in either the spiritual 
or the material order. This death 
is really only the first step toward 
a higher goal, for our Easter is also 
a mystery of life. 

This We must affirm with the 
same certainty as did the apostles, 
and you, dear children, have to be 
_ attached to it as to a most precious 
treasure which alone is able to give 
value and restore calm to daily 
existence. Christianity is not that 
mass of restrictions which the un- 
believer imagines; on the contrary, 
it is peace, joy, love, and life which, 
like the unseen throbbing of nature 
in early spring, is ever being re- 
newed. ; 

The source of this joy is in the 
risen Christ, who frees men from 
the slavery of sin and invites them 
to be a new creature with Him, in 
anticipation of eternal happiness. 
With what penetrating force will 
the words of the Epistle of the 
Mass very soon be heard: “There- 
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fore, if you have risen with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God. Mind the things that 
are above, not the things that are 
on earth. For you have died and 
your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ, your life, shall 
appear, then you too will appear 
with him in glory” (Col. 3, 1-4). 

All during the season of Easter, 
the church will have proclaimed 
the joyful announcement: Surrexit 
Dominus vere! The Lord is indeed 
risen! This ought to be said also 
of each one of His brethren: Sur- 
rexit vere! The sinner of yesterday 
is indeed risen! And those who 
doubted, who had lost confidence, 
who were afraid, whose fervor had 
grown cold—they are risen! Like- 
wise the afflicted, the sorrowful, 
the oppressed, the unfortunate— 
they are risen! 


A prayer for all 


This is the wish which We have 
for you, dear children, with the 
paternal affection of Our heart, 
which holds within it the joys and 
sorrows of all those whom God’s 
mercy has entrusted to Us. Our 
fervent prayer goes up to the Di- 
vine Savior for each and all of 
you; for the priests and for all 
who have dedicated their lives to 
God; for these brave and serious- 
minded youths who are the future 
hope of the Church; for Christian 
families, and for those especially 
which, within their circle, guard, 
with great loyalty and sacrifice, 
the precious treasure of a numer- 
ous progeny; for those whom ad- 
vanced age makes gaze with steady 
hope on their heavenly country; 
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for students, teachers, and work- 
ers, particularly for laborers who 
carry out heavy tasks through the 
day and night; for the sick, who 
are so dear to Us. 

We wish to assure all that not 
only is Our special affection ever 
with them, but also that their life, 
even if humble and unobserved, is 
very precious in the sight of God: 
“Vita vestra abscondita est cum 
Christo in Deo!” [Your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.] 

In addition, We offer a prayer 
that peace, the daughter of gentle- 
ness and good will, may establish 
a lasting rule among the nations, 
made ever anxious by the clouds 
which repeatedly darken the hori- 
zon. We pray for the heads of 
states, joined with Us in recogniz- 
ing that their high calling estab- 
lishes them not as judges but as 
guardians of the people. To them 
they are in duty bound to guaran- 
tee respect for the fundamental 
rights of the human person. 

We pray for those who continue 
to suffer from the effects of the 
past war fourteen years after it 
has ended. In a special manner 
We pray for those venerable breth- 
ren and sons, the most dear to Us 
of all, who, deprived of their fam- 
ilies, their homeland, of liberty it- 
self, are a living and painful wit- 
ness of the evils which afflict the 
human race because of the lack of 
true peace and its proper fruits. 


Friends in the Balkans 


We have been raised by a sin- 
gular disposition of Providence to 
include all the nations of the earth 
in Our pastoral and paternal em- 
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brace; those nations have likewise, 
during the centuries, been called to 
and trained in the faith and grace 
of Christ our Savior. It will be 
readily understood and forgiven 
Us if Our heart is unable to re- 
strain a throb of particularly warm 
tenderness for the sons of a strong 
and good people whom We met in 
the course of Our journeys. With 
these We shared the more vigorous 
years of Our life—1925 to 1934—in 
one part or another of the Balkan 
region, in the exercise of a spirit- 
ual ministry during which Chris- 
tian sentiments of brotherhood 
were accorded a respectful wel- 
come. We delight to recall with 
ever lively affection that fine peo- 
ple, hard-working, honest, sincere, 
and their beautiful capital, Sofia, 
which brought Us back to the an- 
cient Sardica of the first Christian 
centuries, and to the noble and 
glorious periods of their history. 

It is now many years since the 
vision of that dear country was 
taken from Our eyes, but all those 
pleasant friendships with individ- 
uals and families remain alive in 
Our heart and daily in Our prayers. 

To the remembrance of the peo- 
ple of Bulgaria, on this feast of the 
Resurrection of our Lord, the first 
of Our Pontificate, We are glad to 
join in Our greeting and Our mes- 
sage of benediction all the others 
whom We met in Our successive 
journeys in the Near East, as also 
in the West—the Turks, the 
Greeks, the French; all so well dis- 
posed toward Us, all equally dear 
to Us in the light and love of 
Christ. 

O Savior of all nations, O Jesus, 
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paschal victim without blemish, 
who has restored sinners to union 
with the Father, pour forth on each 
single member of the human family 
every gift they need, so that the 
light coming from You, which is 
about to be rekindled, may drive 


267 


out from their minds the darkness 
of error, cleanse the secret places 
of their hearts, make clear to each 
the path of the true vocation, and 
arouse throughout the world burn- 
ing zeal for works of charity, jus- 
tice, love, and peace. 





Traffic safety 

. . . The prayer of the Roman Ritual expresses in behalf of vehicles—but 
more properly so in behalf of the will power of the human beings who are 
to drive them in an orderly manner—the wish that the assistance of God's 
angels may help to spare travelers from danger and worry. The anxiety 
to reach earthly destinations quickly must not, however, make travelers lose 
sight of the road to eternal salvation. 

As has been stafed, an intensified public campaign, to be known as 
"The Safe Way," will be started this Sunday with the purpose of educating 
citizens to know traffic regulations, which, above all, demand respect for 
one's own life and that of others. 

We are very happy to help promote this campaign. We also join in 
the anxious appeal of all those responsible for this drive for a system that 
will harmonize the demands of speed—which have seized everyone—with 
an absolute and sacred respect for traffic laws, for the safety of human 
life, and for the serenity of daily living. . . . 

—John XXIII. To operators of motor vehicles of Rome. March 9, 1959. 
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Christian social teaching 

... It is often asked—and not unprofitably if the matter is discussed with- 
out partisan animosity—which of the two ideologies, Christian or material- 
istic, should be given the credit for beneficent institutions such as yours. The 
correct answer to this question can be found only if superficial facts are dis- 
tinguished from those that are essential and decisive, and if one keeps in 
mind the intolerance that the greater part of society displayed in the |9th 
century toward Christianity—an intolerance which turned into open hostility 
at the crucial moment when the world of labor was being transformed. 

Well then, the factor that matured and determined the thirst for social 
justice in the depths of men's minds, particularly in favor of those laborers 
who were oppressed by the new economy, was the intimate Christian senti- 
ment on which society and its members had long been nourished, in spite 
of the fact that they were unwilling to acknowledge its source. Whence 
would these people have become imbued with these concepts of justice, 
of respect for the human person, of pity for the lowly, without the light of 
the Gospel, perpetuated in the world by the teachings of the Church? 

Surely these and similar ideas were not derived from the pseudo-science of 
materialism, or from the postulates of individualism, which was at that time 
the official teaching and current practice of society. As had often happened 
in the past whenever human values had undergone a grave crisis, the adver- 
saries of the Church or the agnostics "rediscovered," to use the customary 
phrase, what had always been a shining truth and a traditional practice of 
Christianity: the brotherhood of man and the resultant obligation of justice 
and love for one another. With all this, however, one cannot deny the sec- 
ondary contributions made by other currents of thought that were not 
Christian, but were in large part of a technical nature and stimulating in 
their effects. 

To Christianity, as idea, as sentiment, and as prompt activity, can rightly 
be given the credit for being the determining factor in social progress, and 
especially for having restrained the thirst for social justice within the limits 
of the natural law, thus preserving it from excesses and upsetting actions 
that would be equally unjust. As to the concrete manner in which Christian 
principles (whether social or in other fields) are applied, no one can reason- 
ably be surprised or be harshly critical if earlier institutions were less perfect 
than those which succeeded them, since the entire social organism is, it seems, 
constantly developing toward a better reality. In recent decades, moreover, 
in Italy and elsewhere, social justice, promoted under the aegis of Christian 
inspiration and by men brought up in the Christian faith, has not only been 
achieved constantly without seriously unsettling the entire social structure, but 
has also demonstrated by a multiplicity of good works how productive those 
principles really are. One of these works is undoubtedly your organization. . . . 

—Pius XII. To the Society for the Aid of 
Orphans of Italian Workmen. April 29, !958. 











The Easter Liturgy 


An Easter Homily of Pope John XXIll 


La Pasqua 


ENERABLE Brethren and 
Beloved Sons! 

Easter is a resplendent 
highpoint of the Sacred Liturgy. 
Two weeks commemorating the 
passion precede it—weeks which 
summarize the doctrine of human 
redemption, the divine teaching 
which is submitted to the good will 
of every Christian in order that he 
might achieve his own salvation 
and personal sanctification in view 
of the heavenly goal ahead; weeks 
which affirm Jesus Christ’s tempo- 
rary triumph—that is, His tempo- 
rary triumph on earth, but His cer- 
tain and final one in eternity. 


The Feast of Easter 


How wonderful is the story that 
is told again from Palm Sunday to 
this glorious day which commemo- 
rates Christ’s Resurrection; how 
melodious is the spiritual poem 
that is sung again year after year! 
We might even say that these won- 
derful events are repeated every 
day in the life of every priest and 
faithful Christian. Saint Leo the 
Great definitely states that the 
Paschale Sacramentum, the Easter 
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celebration, is the most important 
and the most remarkable event in 
the liturgy. 

Through a period of two great 
weeks, the liturgy draws its motif 
from the three Sundays: Passion, 
Palm, and Easter. 

Here, at the world center of 
Christianity, this triple rite as- 
sumes a greater magnificence, a 
longer duration, and a wider scope, 
which make it all the more solemn 
and impressive. 

During this first year of Our 
Pontificate, We have taken ex- 
treme care to follow the ritual, and 
to present it humbly, with careful 
performance in deeds, in words, 
and in spirit. And how deeply Our 
spirit, Our heart, participates in 
all the details of this great liturgy! 


An Easter homily 


Having reached a zenith in cele- 
brating the divine service this 
morning, which is in truth a morn- 
ing of triumph, Our spirit is reluc- 
tant to utter many words, whether 
to express Our joy or to address 
the faithful. But Saint Leo the 
Great—always the same Saint Leo 
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who is one of Our favorite Doctors 
and a remote predecessor of Ours 
on the Chair of St. Peter—warns 
Us that, no matter how difficult it 
may be de eadem sollemnitate sae- 
pius, digne apteque disserere, [to 
talk about the same feast often, 
and yet in a worthy and appropri- 
ate manner,] the priest is not free 
to deprive the faithful of his verbal 
service, sermonis officium. 

Therefore, let the glory of God 
prevail over human weakness; and, 
while admitting in all humility Our 
inadequacy in penetrating the mys- 
tery of divine mercy, let Us strive 
with all Our might; let Us even 
grow weary of Our own eloquence. 
It is commendable—even if the re- 
sult is inadequate—to express Our 
feelings on the subject of the maj- 
esty of the Lord. 

Venerable Brethren and Beloved 
Sons, let Us, then, share with you, 
even if only by a few simple hints, 
all that has deeply moved Us in the 
liturgy of the past weeks during 
which We felt closely associated 
with you in the religious observ- 
ances. 

The liturgy contains the most 
intimate and powerful means for 
reaching the innermost depths of 
souls already touched by grace. At 
the same time the liturgy is sur- 
rounded by external manifestations 
which delight our eyes and our 
hearts. On Palm Sunday in Saint 
Paul Outside the Walls, Thursday 


in Saint John Lateran, Friday in 
the Church of the Holy Cross in 
Jerusalem, and today here in St. 
Peter’s for the final celebration— 
if each one of you has attended all 
of these previous rites, you cer- 
tainly did not find yourselves alone 
like the Fathers and hermits of the 
desert. 


Honor, sorrow, and triumph 


These rites can be seen in their 
true perspective against a back- 
ground of those events of which 
the Gospels remain, after twenty 
centuries, the still irrefutable wit- 
nesses—events such as Jesus 
Christ’s entry into Jerusalem; the 
shouts of the unruly multitude in 
the streets, whipped to a frenzy by 
the Sanhedrin and by agitators; the 
phenomenon of nature’s upheaval 
at the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus. Everywhere there are people 
in motion, in peaceful procession 
or in riot, but always in motion, 
whether to cry hosanna or death, 
whether for or against Jesus the 
Nazarene. But Jesus the Naza- 
rene, God’s Word made flesh, King 
of the Jews, and Savior of the 
World, is certain of His final tri- 
umph, and of being forever the 
Victor. Against this threefold back- 
ground of honor, sorrow, and tri- 
umph, We can see the outlines of 
the history of the Church, of which 
Jesus Christ is the Head. 

And Jesus Christ, being its 
Head, will always stay with, and 
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give ever-increasing life, to His 
Church; Christ is forever suffering 
in His Church, and forever tri- 
umphant, beyond all appearances, 
King glorious and immortal for- 
ever. 
This threefold statement con- 
tains the substance of a divine 
principle; no good Christian and 
Catholic should ever forget it. 


Let us behold Jesus 
Christ’s triumphal en- 
try into Jerusalem: 
what a pleasing and joyful sight! 
A few days before His final sacri- 
fice, which is going to cover Him 
with shame in the eyes of the 
world, Jesus Christ arranges for 
Himself a triumphal entry into His 
own city. Acclaimed by the multi- 
tudes as a prophet, and invoked as 
King; greeted by upright and hon- 
est men as their Messiah; wor- 
shipped by His intimate circle as 
the Christ, Son of God; to what 
honors could He not aspire? Who 
is worthier than He of a royal wel- 
come, of flourishes of trumpets, of 
steeds’ hooves impatiently striking 
the ground, of glittering arrays, of 
songs of earthly glory, and of mun- 
dane exaltation? Yet there is noth- 
ing of the sort. 


Honor 


The entry into Jerusalem 


Saint Ambrose tells us that Jesus 
Christ caused His triumph to be 
celebrated by the humble people 
who were the most familiar and 
closest to Him. To two of his disci- 
ples He said, in fact: “Go into the 
village opposite you, and immedi- 
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ately you will find an ass tied, and 
a colt with her; loose them and 
bring them to me” (Matt. 21, 2). 

And this was done. Please note 
the phrase used by St. Ambrose 
who, in commenting on the parallel 
passage in St. Luke, writes: Non 
poterat solvi sine iussu. Domini. 
Solvit eum manu apostolica. [It 
could not be loosed without God’s 
command. By the apostle’s hands 
He loosed it.] The apostle’s hands 
are, therefore, placed at the serv- 
ice of Jesus’ triumph, which is, 
however, a triumph of simplic- 
ity, of meekness, of innocence; not 
of violence, of cunning, or of brute 
strength, as happens only too often 
when the impulses, the greed, and 
the ambitions of this world are 
followed. 

And there were the “pueri he- 
braeorum,” those Jewish children 
who were singing Hosanna to the 
Son of David, and following Him 
on the road, waving olive branches, 
and mixing their innocent voices 
with the voices that the simple and 
faithful people raised in blessing. 

What a wonderful spectacle was 
the celebration of the rites of Palm 
Sunday in the Basilica of Saint 
Paul last Sunday! For twenty cen- 
turies the same voices have been 
greeting the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem, and the same multitude 
of innocent children has been cry- 
ing out a repeated and triumphal 
Hosanna to the Divine King who 
walks in peace and meekness. 


A multitude of young people 


Venerable Brethren and Beloved 
Sons, allow Us to express the inner 
joy of Our spirit, which blossoms 
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anew every time We happen to 
meet with you in gatherings of peo- 
ple convened from different parts 
of the City, from various Italian 
dioceses, and from nations near 
and far. 

In the various groups, seniores 
natu four elder citizens], worthy 
and grave people, are well repre- 
sented. However, what gives Us 
the greatest joy and consolation is 
the countless multitude of young 
people, fired with enthusiasm and 
devotion, the dream come true of 
the good mothers who raised them 
and now beam with happiness in 
beholding in their children the 
fresh blossoms of joy, prosperity, 
and sanctification for their fam- 
ilies. 

O manus apostolicae [apostolic 
hands]! O blessed hands of our 
young priests, to whom the Church 
entrusts the preparation of the Do- 
minicae Palmarum, the Palm Sun- 
days, of the future! May your 
numbers grow and may you enter 
upon that sacred apostolate of 
youth which is the real and only 
pledge of progress in bringing the 
kingdom of Christ into this world. 

i 

Sorrow The second picture 
which is brought before 
our eyes during Holy 
Week is the sight of mankind’s 
greatest sorrow: “Christus pati- 
ens,” Christ suffering in conjunc- 
tion with the sufferings of the 
whole world. 

We are told that participation of 
people all over the world in the 
sacred rites of Holy Week has, as a 


result of the recent liturgical re- 
forms, been unusually intense and 
enthusiastic. This heightened re- 
sponse is one of the psychological 
phenomena which the doctrine of 
the. Mystical Body illumines and 
brings forth. Thus people hear the 
lament of Christ weeping with all 
mankind at a time when, in certain 
vast areas of the world, where the 
enjoyment of human freedoms used 
to be taken for granted as a gift 
from heaven, these very same free- 
doms are now crushed, destroyed, 
or, at least, under a constant threat 
of extinction. 


The Passion of Christ: 


sacrament and example 


Following once more the always 
lofty and edifying thought of Saint 
Leo the Great, it becomes easy for 
Our spirit to understand that “Cru- 
cem Christi nobis esse sacramen- 
tum et exemplum,” the Passion of 
Christ, symbolized by the Cross, is 
for us a sacrament and an exam- 
ple (Sermo 72). 

The Passion is a sacrament 
which contains and transmits the 
virtue of divine grace to our souls; 
it is an example which spurs our 
souls to the practice of patience— 
of that very same patience of which 
Jesus Christ is the sovereign 
teacher. 

How beautiful is this thought of 
Saint Leo’s! The wisdom of this 
world glories so much in its own 
errors that, once it has started fol- 
lowing a teacher, it goes on blindly 
following his opinions and con- 
forming to his behavior. What 


kind of communion have we with 
Christ if we cannot achieve an in- 
dissoluble union with Him, Who 
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declared Himself to be “the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life” (John 
14, 6) : the way of sacred conversa- 
tion; the truth of heavenly doc- 
trine; the life of eternal happiness. 


iil 


Triumph Venerable Brethren and 
Beloved Children! This 
quotation from the Gos- 

pel according to St. John is a most 

eloquent and solemn introduction 
to what was, and remains over the 
centuries, the Resurrection of 

Christ. 


The Master of Life 


We just sang in the sequence: in 
Jesus Christ “mors et vita duello 
conflixere mirando; Dux vitae mor- 
tuus regnat vivus”: death and life 
fought a terrible duel; the Master 
of Life triumphed over death; and 
His victory is the victory of His 
Church over the centuries. 

Let us, then, clear our spirit of 
all fears and open our hearts to the 
most luminous hopes for the future. 
We may still suffer pressures from 
the world; in fact, we surely will. 
Before leaving us, Jesus, the victor 
of death, said: “Take courage: 
I have overcome the world” : “Con- 
fidite, ego vici mundum.” It is 
true: there is a knight who is left 
on the field of the dreadful duel. 
We mention him often by name 
and surname. He is a prince. The 
Divine Rabbi of Nazareth used to 
call hira “the prince of this world.” 
Christ leads, mildly but firmly, the 
struggle against him, for the tri- 
umph of justice and peace. The 
fiendish foe, however, hates justice 


and opposes peace among nations 
and in the whole world. Sometimes 
his attacks and maneuvers create 
so much confusion as to sorely 
tempt the weaknesses of the de- 
fenders. 


Trust in Christ 


Every good Christian places his 
trust in Christ; he does his duty 
according to the various rules 
which govern his conscience: a re- 
ligious conscience, a civic consci- 
ence, before God and before his 
fellow men. A Christian does not 
compromise or falter, but goes for- 
ward without hesitation and with- 
out fear. He always cooperates 
with those who promote true peace. 

In order to strengthen his power 
to resist evil and error, he prays 
and entreats the heavenly help of 
that grace which illumines and sus- 
tains the strong. 

“Scimus Christum surrexisse a 
mortuis vere.” [We know that 
Christ has truly risen from the 
dead.] The victory of Christ over 
death is a pledge of further tri- 
umphs over the obstacles which be- 
set all human efforts in defense of 
justice, freedom, and peace. 

Tu nobis, victor Rex, miserere! 
[O victorious King, have mercy 
on us!] You are not a mock 
king, as Herod, the Tetrarch of 
Galilee, was trying to represent 
You before the people. We have 
the utmost confidence in Your 
word. We shall always pray to 
You for justice, for freedom, and 
for peace. 


Give us peace 
But we entreat You, O Jesus, 
victor over death, we entreat You, 
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above everything, to give us peace. 
We, Catholics of Rome and of the 
whole world, pray to You for peace. 
There is not a moment when one 
cannot detect, here and there, 
threats which cause worry and 
fear. Even now, even now, we can 
see a few light, soft clouds—mat- 
ters and problems which come up, 
vanish, and come up again—which 
can be a source of danger for the 
harmony and concord of people 
everywhere. 

On Jesus Christ’s glorious tomb 
We would like to place, like a 
wreath, Our hope that, in the light 
radiating from Him, fountain- 
head of life and victor over death, 
the good will of all men who are 
chiefly responsible for the destiny 
of entire nations will find a satis- 
factory solution to all conflicts, in 
a spirit of justice and cooperation, 


and in the higher interests of 
world peace. 
Life in God 

During the Middle Ages it was 
customary in many Western 
churches to sing, before the morn- 
ing Te Deum, the sequence Vic- 
timae Paschali, which We recited 
after the Epistle. It was usually 
sung in dialogue form, with a melo- 
dious chant, which repeated after 
each verse: “Quod autem vivit, vi- 
vit Deo: alleluja, alleluja.” [But 
whatever has life, has life in God.] 

In this promise and prospect of 
life, Father and sons are joined in 
a mystical embrace: let us go for- 
ward on the path of righteousness, 
proclaiming the strength of our 
Catholic faith in Jesus, Who is 
risen, triumphant over sin and 
death, the harbinger of happiness, 
justice, and peace. 


f° 


. . . Industrialists, managers, and workers are not, and must not be, irrecon- 
cilable competitors. They are co-workers in a common undertaking that 
demands first of all mutual understanding and a sincere effort to overcome 
the temptation on each one's part to seek his own profit to the detriment 
of the others sharing in the common effort. It is a question of justice and 
a question of the application of the Christian spirit. 

The ‘Quadragesimo anno’ of Pope Pius XI, a name that is glorious and 
unforgettable for his definition of the Church's teaching on social doctrine, 
remains a guide and invitation to the genuine and effective application 


Labor-management relations 


of good intentions. .. . 


—John XXIIl. To the Christian Association of Industrialists 


and Managers. January 30, 1959. 














The Priest: Preacher of the Word 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to the Lenten 
Preachers and Parish Priests of the Diocese of Rome 


Il Signore 


ELOVED Children! The Lord 
is multiplying the occasions 
of joy for Us, and occasions 

of happiness and consolation for 
all of you, through a succession of 
events and meetings, which give 
ever increasing confidence to the 
words your Father addresses to his 
children. 

A few days ago, at St. John-and- 
Paul’s Retreat House of the Pas- 
sionist Fathers, We met many of 
the parish priests of Rome, gath- 
ered around His Eminence, the 
Cardinal Vicar, and his two co- 
adjutors. 

That meeting—and We take 
pleasure in sharing Our joy with 
you—was a very special treat for 
Us. 

At the start of Lent, We take 
particular delight in welcoming all 
of you, the preachers appointed to 
impart the intensely living teach- 
ing of sacred doctrine in prepara- 
tion for Easter. We are also pleased 
to greet at this time all those 
priests who assist in the parochial 
care of souls. 


February 10, 1959 


A priest’s voice 


A priest’s voice is blessed and 
effective at every stage in his life; 
however, it is during his youth and 
in his vigorous prime that his voice 
has an especially impressive effec- 
tiveness. 

We are all preachers, and we 
must be non auditores tantum, sed 
factores verbi; that is, we must be 
not only hearers and mindless 
mouthpieces, but living witnesses 
of this divine teaching. (1 James 
2, 28) 

The Catholic Epistle of St. 
James the Apostle contains many 
precepts which are wise and ap- 
propriate for this gathering, espe- 
cially as regards the combination, 
in one and the same person, of all 
the eminent qualities that give the 
sacred priestly calling its persua- 
sive strength. 

The gift of eloquence, combined 
with the lofty manifestation of the 
pastoral virtues of the speaker, is 
the highest and most glorious ac- 
complishment which a clergyman 
can show. 
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St. Peter Damian combines this 
double praise in his words to the 
young priest, from whom one ex- 
pects—We are quoting his own 
words — ut. sententiis spiritualis 
doctrinae exuberet et religiosae vi- 
tae splendore coruscet: that he 
should be highly learned in sacred 
doctrine, and that he shine with the 
spiritual luminosity of his religious 
life. (Book VIII of the Letter 
“Ad Cintium.”) 

This combination of two quali- 
ties is extremely necessary, because 
his holy life must shed its light on 
his studies both in the sacred and 
the secular sciences ; indeed, the lu- 
minosity of his spotless life and the 
example of his virtues are more ef- 
fective than exceptional learning 
and polished suavity of speech. 

Going back to the words of the 
Fathers of the Church, we find 
this truth confirmed by St. Gregory 
in his thirtieth homily on the 
Gospels: Otiosus est sermo docen- 
tis si praebere non valet incendi- 
um amoris. [A teacher’s eloquence 
is of no avail unless sustained by 


the flame of sacred love.] This is. 


followed by another remark, on the 
same page, just as vivid and pene- 
trating: Si intus non sit qui doceat, 
doctoris lingua externis [exterius] 
in vacuum laborat! [Unless there 
is one teaching from within, the 
tongue of the teacher labors in vain 
from without!] (Jn Ev. 3, 5.) 
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We repeat these words by way 
of an introduction, and to express 
Our satisfaction. 


A great hope 


It is indeed a fact that the com- 
bination of circumstances which 
surround Our humble life, and 
yours—We, as the new Bishop of 
Rome, and you, his assistants in 
the sacred ministry—is such as to 
open the heart to a great hope and 
an even greater happiness. 

Your active participation in the 
momentous task of communicating 
the sacred doctrine for the edifica- 
tion of all Christians, calls forth 
particular heavenly favors which 
invigorate and benefit the entire 
religious community which consti- 
tutes a diocese. 

Allow Us to express briefly a few 
thoughts on the subject of the min- 
istry of the word. The holy period 
of Lent makes these considerations 
more solemn and more appropriate. 
They encompass the entirety of 
your verbal ministering to the 
faithful: verbo et exemplo [by 
word and example]. 

We are living in a confused and 
stormy age, fraught with hectic 
complications: an age of uncon- 
trolled and insatiable drives which 
affect lives and relationships with- 
in the community —even among 
Christians. 

The exercise of the ministry of 
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PREACHER OF THE WORD 


preaching, within the framework 
of the whole religious life of a 
priest, must be especially distin- 
guished by the threefold adornment 
of wisdom, simplicity, and charity. 


I 


WISDOM 


Wisdom finds its expression in 
the careful choice of sermon sub- 
jects, both for routine homiletic 
and catechetic preaching, and for 
extraordinary preaching, either for 
Lent or in preparation for the main 
feasts of the liturgical year. 

In Our first contacts with the re- 
ligious life of Rome, We have no- 
ticed that preaching is indeed 
abundant in churches, institutes, 
and religious associations, with 
more or less encouraging atten- 
dance. There appears to be, how- 
ever, a lack of integration in the 
program, which leaves certain as- 
pects of the sacred doctrine prac- 
tically untouched, thereby causing 
a reduced adherence, in several 
points, to the general program of 
teaching revealed truth as a whole. 
An appropriate and well thought- 
out study of this particular matter 
would be a welcome addition to 
the numerous achievements which 
We are confident the Roman Synod 
will be able to show. 

We realize that one is sometimes 
tempted to linger on poetic and 
literary treatments of the most 
pleasant topics ; or, perhaps, to spe- 
cialize in apologetics, adhering to 
ancient forms which no longer can 
be made to mirror the require- 
ments, often tremendous, of the 
present age and of the progress 
achieved in pastoral experience. 
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Let us be very careful: the peo- 
ple need the solid nourishment of 
truth, and We should not give them 
little tracts, or more or less edify- 
ing stories which have no impact 
on people’s minds. 


The subject of a sermon 


Some of the subjects to be treated 
are very important and momentous, 
such as the concept of guilt and 
punishment; the reddere unicui- 
que suum [to give each his due]; 
public and private worship; sancti- 
fication of holy days of obligation; 
the sacred duties of the married 
state; education of children; re- 
spect for the dignity of the human 
person. All of these subjects should 
be handled, not with a display of 
vague erudition, but with lively and 
interesting examples of the prac- 
tical applications of sacred doc- 
trine. 

The ideal thing would be an abil- 
ity to achieve a balanced presenta- 
tion of sacred doctrine, leaving 
nothing out, and using everything 
to impart a solid intellectual prep- 
aration. ; 

When a priest makes his first pub- 
lice appearance, and immediately 
after he has spoken a few words, 
the members of his congregation 
(We mean those among them who, 
while fulfilling their obligations of 
worship and piety, realize the ex- 
treme importance of religious in- 
struction) can usually assess the 
degree of the speaker’s prepara- 
tion, both recent and remote, the 
relevance of the topic he has 
chosen, and whether he has a suffi- 
cient capacity for .synthesis; in 
other words, the priest should not 
give the impression that the con- 
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clusions he reaches are not based 
upon, and a logical consequence of, 
his premises. 

The gravity of a priest’s duty in 
this connection is summarized and 
strongly reflected in these words of 
Saint Isidore of Seville: Sicut in 
numismate metallorum figura et 
pondus requiritur, ita in omni doc- 
tore ecclesiastico videatur quid do- 
ceat et quomodo vivat! [Just as a 
coin should have a certain form 
and weight, so too, both his doc- 
trine and his manner of life should 
be apparent in every ecclesiastic 
teacher!] (diem 36.) 


i 


SIMPLICITY 


Simplicity is a great gift in a 
preacher, enabling him to find the 
surest way to reach the very bote 
tom of people’s consciences. Sim- 
plicity of expression does not mean 
talking in a careless manner, or 
“talking through your hat,” as the 
saying goes; it must be a simplicity 
achieved through a thorough prep- 
aration by study and by prayer. 
It means shaping your thoughts to 
fit the goal you are trying to 
achieve; it means making your 
sermon long enough to instruct the 
faithful, not to match your pleas- 
ure in listening to yourselves speak. 
This kind of simplicity makes no 
concessions to a man’s preoccupa- 
tion with cutting a brilliant figure 
or with finding the striking word 


that calls forth the hearers’ ap-. 


plause. This kind of simplicity 
rather inspires a fear of letting 
anything interfere with the action 
of divine grace upon souls. 
Remember the words of Saint 
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Bernard, who says that he would 
rather listen to the voice of a 
preacher qui non sibi plausum, 
sed mihi planctum moveat [who 
does not stir up applause for him- 
self, but who can stir me to tears]. 
(Sermo 59 on Cant. Cant.) 

Let us remember the great Apos- 
tles of ancient times, the saintly 
orators of the 15th and 16th cen- 
turies, who aroused their listeners’ 
enthusiasm not through lofty forms 
of philosophical speculation, or 
vague subtleties of discourse, but 
rather by a terse, immediate, ap- 


propriate, and_ straightforward 
rendering of the divine teachings. 
Il 
CHARITY 


Need We repeat that we must be 
the truest and most firmly con- 
vinced apostles of charity? And 
that we must be steadfastly so, 
first and foremost, in tempore 
tracundiae [in irate times]? Yes, 
my beloved children: charity is the 
hallmark of a good preacher, and 
it is apparent in his speech, in his 
manner, in the arguments he uses, 
in the way he handles them, and 
in the way in which he pinpoints 
errors and faults. 

Si amatis Deum, thus speaks 
Saint Augustine, rapite omnes ad 
amorem Dei; rapite quos potestis: 
hortando, portando, rogando, dis- 
putando, rationem reddendo cum 
mansuetudine, cum lenitate. [If 
you love God, draw everybody to 
His love; draw all those you can; 
by exhortation, by guidance, by 
prayer, by argument, by reasoning 
with gentleness and mildness.] 
(Narr. in Ps. 88, Sermo 2, 6) 
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In the image of Christ 


Nothing has a surer effect, or 
can bring higher praise to a 
preacher, than to have his listeners 
think: Here is a man in Jesus 
Christ’s image. He is a true disci- 
ple, worthy of veneration: mitis 
et humilis corde [meek and hum- 
ble of heart]. 

This was the case with all those 
distinguished priests whose mem- 
ory is treasured in the annals of 
every diocese and in the history of 
all religious communities, from the 
oldest to the most recent ones. We 
remember, with deep gratitude, 
the many worthy and venerable 
priests We Ourselves have associ- 
ated with in the course of Our life. 

The reverent hush which comes 
over a congregation; the thought- 
ful bowing of their heads; then the 
spontaneous rush of penitents to 
the confessionals; these are the 
very things which speak in praise 
of a priest’s effective influence. 

Charity goes hand in hand with 
truth. Do not be afraid, therefore, 


* to repeat this Lent that these are 


the days of deliverance, the days 
of penance and mortification of our 
internal and external senses. Em- 
phasize these concepts in moderate, 
but unmistakable terms, just as 
Jesus. was wont to do in His time 
and to His people. 


The cross 


We are now preparing to con- 
template the passion and death of 
Jesus Christ, and the sorrows of 
His and our Mother, the blessed 
and beloved Virgin Mary. 

Without the Cross, without suf- 
fering, without the attacks of the 


Enemy, Christianity is not and 
would not be comprehensible. Suf- 
fering of any kind, however, be- 
comes bearable with the offer, and 
acceptance, of the gift of charity. 
Let us always remember this, and 
let us teach our faithful never to 
forget it. 

Suffering sanctified by charity 
brings souls ever closer to the 
enjoyment of a true union with our 
Lord; it brings them closer to that 
vivere summe Deo in Christo Iesu 
[life to the fullest degree in Jesus 
Christ], which mirrors the life of 
His Church in its entirety: His 
Church which suffers and is har- 
assed, at times is persecuted, but 
will always rise radiant, generous, 
and triumphant. 


Three points 


In conclusion, and as though to 
summarize this conversation of a 
Father with his Children, We 
would like to place before you the 
following program for the coming 
missions, and for all types of ser- 
mons: ° 

e God has called upon us to 
enlighten consciences, not to con- 
fuse or to coerce them; 

e God has called upon us to 
speak with the same simplicity 
with which the articles of the Apos- 
tles’ creed are formulated; not to 
complicate matters, or to flatter 
the tastes of an audience; 

e God has called upon us to 


- heal our brothers, not to frighten 


them. 

May Jesus Christ help us with 
His divine grace, which is gaudium 
et pax in Spiritu Sancto [happiness 
and peace in the Holy Spirit]. 
Amen. 
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Babylonian Patriarch of the Chaldeans 


Venerable Brethren: Before We proceed to the selection of the new Bishops, 
Our attention is called to a matter affecting the Eastern Church, which asks Us 
to interpose the authority of Our Apostolic office. 

You know that Our Venerable Brother, Joseph Ghanima, Babylonian 
Patriarch of the Chaldeans, left this life on July 8, 1958. He was a man of 
the greatest worth, who, while carrying out the extensive duties of his ministry 
with competence and learning, used the most prudent wisdom in all his 
actions, and devoted himself with passionate zeal to knowing the flock en- 
trusted to his pastoral care. And he worked in the closest cooperation of 
mind and soul with this Apostolic See. 

After his pious death, the Archbishops and Bishops of the same rite con- 
vened a council, according to custom, in which, with an overwhelming majority 
of votes, on December 13 of the same year, Our Venerable Brother Paul 
Cheikho, Bishop of Aleppo of the Chaldeans, was elected Patriarch. After 
this legitimate election, the Patriarch Elect and the other Members of the 
Council respectfully requested that We confirm the election which had taken 
place. 

We are happy to accede to this request, since We know from personal 
experience that the Prelate in question is not only blessed with high spiritual 
gifts, but is also versed in ecclesiastical and secular learning; and of all these 
virtues he offered a shining proof in the performance of his Episcopal func- 
tions over the past years. 

We referred the cause of his confirmation, as is the custom, to Our 
Venerable Brethren, the Cardinals of the Sacred Congregation for . the 
Oriental Church. After deliberating the matter, they reached the con- 
clusion that the request of those Bishops should be granted, and stated that 
the new Patriarch is worthy of his office. He was then confirmed in Our 
name and by Our will. 

Therefore, by the authority of Almighty God, the Holy Apostles Peter 
and Paul, and by Our own authority, We confirm and ratify this election upon 
the request submitted by Our Venerable Brethren, the Archbishops, Bishops, 
and Patriarchs of the Church of the Chaldeans; therefore, We place the 
Venerable Brother Paul Cheikho—after releasing him from the restrictions 
which confined him to the Chaldean Church of Aleppo, according to the 
decision manifested through the votes of the Consistory—at the head of 
the Babylonian Church of the Chaldeans, no objections thereto having been 
voiced. In the name of the Father, of the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Venerable Brethren, We cannot let this opportunity pass without expressing 
Our best wishes to the noble nation in which the Patriarch of the Chaldeans 
has his see. May it enjoy days of increased prosperity, with a return of 
peace and mutual understanding. This is an object of Our fervent prayer 
to God, the benevolent giver of all good things. .. . 

—John XXIII. To a Secret Consistory. 
March 12, 1959. 











At the Lateran Basilica 


An Address of Pope John XXIill on the 
Occasion of His Installation at the Lateran 


Venerabili Fratelli 


ENERABLE Brethren and 
beloved sons! 

Now after exchanging 
greetings with the Cardinal Arch- 
priest on the threshold of this Ca- 
thedral Basilica of Ours, We would 
like to express three thoughts for 
everyone’s benefit. We hope that 
the ears and the heart of every 
listener will receive them as echoes 
of two solemn voices that once re- 
sounded beneath these arches, 
those of the Supreme Pontiffs, St. 
Leo and St. Gregory, who were 
*both great and glorious, both 
Bishops of the Church of Rome, 
and both Doctors and Fathers of 
the Universal Church. 

Our first thought is a selsiticn 
on the solemnity and the joy of 
today’s. ceremony; the second 
points up its lofty and mystical 
meaning, which serves as a warn- 
ing to the new pope and to all the 
sheep of Christ’s flock; and the last 
deals with the Blessing, the first of 
many more, which will be bestowed 
from high up in the Basilica at the 
close of today’s ceremonies. 

Let us begin with the ceremony 
itself. 


November 28, 1958 


I 
THE RITE 


The faithful of Rome can still 
recall the last time that this rite 
was celebrated, the feast of the As- 
cension, May 18, 1939, when the 
Holy Father, Pius XII (who will 
always be venerated and mourned), 
arrived at the Lateran to take pos- 
session of it. In his short introduc- 
tory talk, he said, among other 
things: wniversalis est causa lae- 
titiae quia ad universum gregem 
pertinet jucunda celebritas pas- 
toris—a joyful celebration for the 
shepherd is reason for the whole 
flock to be glad. 

Who could ever have dreamed 
that now almost twenty years later 
We would once again experience 
the joy of that occasion, and on a 
grander scale, for then the condi- 
tions of the time required all to 
rest content with an abbreviated 
form of the ceremonies, but now 
times and circumstances have both 
improved. 

Ten years earlier, his glorious 
predecessor, Pius XI, had honored 
the Lateran with the wonderful 
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treaty named after it, in a cere- 
mony that went far beyond the sim- 
ple, almost private, nature of his 
official introduction to the Arch- 
basilica. 

To go back farther, history tells 
us that Pius IX entered the Lat- 
eran on November 8, 1846, at a 
time marked by turmoil and unrest 
and dangerous threats. He arrived 
in a coach, with an escort of digni- 
taries on horseback in front and 
behind. 

The solemn cavalcades that we 
find mentioned in the ordines Ro- 
mani of the preceding centuries— 
especially in those of the thirteenth 
century, Ordines XII, XIII, XIV— 
ended in the time of Pius VI. 


Possession of the Lateran 


In ancient times, taking posses- 
sion of the Archbasilica of the 
Lateran, “omnium ecclesiarum ur- 
bis et orbis mater et caput,” } 
came to be regarded as the solemn 
investing of the new Pope with su- 
preme power to govern the Church 
in Rome and throughout the whole 
world. 

Actually, once the Pope has ac- 
cepted his election by the Cardi- 
nals, he immediately becomes the 


bishop of Rome and the successor 
of St. Peter in governing the uni- 
versal Church, so that this special 
investiture is not necessary, strictly 
speaking. But you know how it is: 
people have always wanted (and 
they still do) to see something hap- 
pening, even when the great events 
and great decisions involved are of 
the spiritual and supernatural or- 
der. But people and times and 
tastes change. The magnificent cor- 
teges that used to accompany the 
newly elected Popes from the Vati- 
can to the Lateran in ancient times, 
along the via Papae — practically 
the same route (with names 
changed) that We followed coming 
here this morning — would not 
make sense to people today. The 
things that the author of the “Ordo 
Romanus XIIT’ (1271-1276) wrote 
about the times of Popes Blessed 
Gregory X of Piacenza, Blessed 
Innocent V of Tarantaise, and 
Peter Hispanus (1272), who was 
the 21st in the line of Johns whose 
name We have humbly chosen to 
assume, certainly seem to belong 
to the past. 

But this is not true completely. 
We no longer see the ancient cor- 
tege on horseback, led by twelve 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 24-25, 1958. Italian text. Translation 
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standard-bearers carrying flags, 
with groups of lay dignitaries, 
chanters, church officials, bishops, 
archbishops, Cardinals, and finally 
the Pope himself following behind, 
as they pass by a magnificently 
decorated Capitol and stop to re- 
ceive the homage of the City from 
the Senator of Rome; but, instead, 
outstanding representatives of the 
local, regional, and national gov- 
ernments centered in Rome have 
assembled here beneath the golden 
panels of this temple to lend dig- 
nity and meaning to this great 
ceremony honoring the enthrone- 
ment of a new Bishop of Rome as 
heir and depositary of the Prince 
of the Apostles and head of the 
Universal Church. 


An enchanting vision 


Oh! what an enchanting vision 
our sacred archbasilica presents— 
for as the blessed Holy Father Pius 
XII declared—it truly “praeroga- 
tiva dignitatis praeclarorum even- 
tuum memoria, antiquitatis monu- 
mentis praefulget’’! 2 

Oh! how happy it is for honest 
hearts, quickened by the life-giving 
spirit of Jesus, to think back .to 
calm and pleasant high points like 
the peaceful one where We stand 
today, for it softens the harsh mo- 
ments of life and calms the resent- 
ments stirred up by daily events 
and the hardships that seem to 
plague our steps, and leads us to 
pardon, to understand and to love: 
moments like this give us a new 
courage in carrying out our own 
duties, and a new determination to 
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respect the rights of others, in har- 
mony with what we believe to be 
our own proper rights. 


A deeper meaning 


Along the way, this entry of the 
new Pontiff has lost the pomp it 
knew in ages past; but it has 
gained ever so much in spirituality 
and deeper meaning! 

It is no longer a prince arrayed 
in the trappings of external power 
that people see, but a priest, a 
father, a shepherd. 

At the start of our current age, 
which is so immersed in problems 
of social order and disorder, a mod- 
ern sociologist, who was a fervent 
and devout Catholic, made a wish 
that the twentieth century might 
see Christ carried back in triumph 
on the shoulders of the people. 

Alas, Christ has not yet come 
back in full triumph; but We are 
constantly seeing more and more 
signs that souls who have grown 
weary of vanity and become dis- 
illusioned are turning toward the 
purest font of truth dnd of life; 
and now this widespread sharing 
of the Church’s joy that a man has 
succeeded to the loftiest and most 
burdensome apostolic ministry of 
all is a sure sign of spiritual prog- 
ress and of plentiful blessings. 


Il 


THE MEANING OF THE RITE: 
THE BOOK AND THE CHALICE 


The point we have reached in 
the Sacred Liturgy concentrates all 
attention on the sacred and blessed 


1“'The mother and head of all the churches of Rome and the world.”—Ed. 
*“First in dignity (it) is adorned with the memory of famous ovens and with 


monuments of antiquity.”—Ed. 
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altar, and there we behold two par- 
ticularly precious and venerable 
objects, a book and a chalice. 

Between the book and the chal- 
ice, put the Supreme Priest: and 
with Him all those who share in 
the priesthood, whatever their lan- 
guage or rite, here and throughout 
the world. 


Teaching sacred doctrine 


The work of the Bishop in asso- 
ciation with all his priests gives 
expression to the first characteris- 
tic of the pastoral mission within 
the Holy Church: the teaching of 
sacred doctrine. In the Missal are 
the two Testaments; preaching 
them to the people is the principal 
work and the high point of the 
Catholic priesthood, and of the 
bishops in particular. 

The ancient Lawgiver appeared 
before a deeply moved people with 
two rays shining forth from his 
brow; the first Gospel is that of 
Moses, bringing as it did history 
and prophecy, direction and guid- 
ance for individual souls and the 
whole people. 

Beloved sons, is not the first task 
of the Catholic priesthood to bring 
the great doctrine of the two Testa- 
ments to men and make it sink deep 
into their souls and into their lives? 

Jesus, the Divine Redeemer, Je- 
sus, the Shepherd, guides His flock 
with heavenly doctrine, and sets 
everyone on fire with the flame of 
this doctrine. 

Take the Fathers of the primi- 
tive Church, the writers of the 
great age, the two most ancient 
and most famous prelates of the 
Lateran whom we mentioned be- 
fore, St. Leo and St. Gregory, and 


two of the Church’s greatest gen- 
iuses, St. Jerome and St. Augus- 
tine; what were they, if not princi- 
pally readers and interpreters of 
Sacred Scripture to the whole 
world? 

Beloved sons—the very best way 
to point up the sacred character of 
the pastoral ministry is through a 
brilliant, solid, fascinating cate- 
chesis: 


Pastoral genius of Pius XII 


The new Pope who stands before 
you can forget neither Pius XII, 
the Pope he is succeeding, nor the 
achievement that may well stand as 
the outstanding expression of the 
pastoral genius of Pope Pius. 

It is gathered together in twenty 
volumes that have become a source 
to be consulted by anyone who 
hopes with God’s help to follow in 
his footsteps. 

The memory of Pope Pius XII 
will remain glorious through the 
centuries. Before all else, he is to 
be praised for his apt and timely 
and profound preaching of the gos- 
pel truth ; Pius XII shed the rays of 
the gospel on every expression of 
human genius, and brought all such 
expressions back into the light of 
eternal truth, where they are all 
renewed in Christ. 

In your prayers, beg the Lord to 
make Our actions as the new Pas- 
tor of the world follow the brilliant 
path traced out by Pius XII, and 
ask Him to surround Us with more 
people devoted to divine learning 
than ever before, so that this 
knowledge of God may throw more 
light on each new treasure that the 
resources of the human intellect 
may bring forth. 
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A catechetical apostolate 


Even though all the cares and 
interests of the pastoral ministry 
are dear to Us, and We realize the 
importance of each and every one, 
the thing We feel most of all is an 
obligation to keep on stirring up 
an enthusiasm everywhere for ev- 
ery expression of the Divine Book, 
which God meant to cast light on 
the whole path of life from infancy 
to the most advanced years. 

This means a catechetical apos- 
tolate, to carry out the words of 
another great Pontiff who bore the 
name of Pius—We are speaking 
of Pius the Ninth—who always had 
the habit of repeating to those who 
approached him: “Enlighten, en- 
lighten, enlighten.” 

Unfortunately, in all ages, there 
are always a few dark clouds, aris- 
ing from certain notions that have 
little to do with true science, clut- 
tering up the horizon whenever 
men attempt to see the Gospel in 
all its clear and radiant splendor. 
: This is the task that is called to 

mind by the Book laid open upon 
the altar: to teach true doctrine, 
proper discipline of life, and the 
ways in which man can rise toward 
God. 

The chief glory of any Pontifi- 
cate is, in fact, its conformity in 
practice with the gospel command, 
“go and teach” even in the most 
distant places. This is an impor- 
tant point, on which the teachings 
of the Fathers, both Eastern and 
Western, are in perfect agreement. 
St. John Chrysostom, for instance, 
reminds every pope, every bishop, 
and every priest, of his sacred duty 
to proclaim sacred doctrine, and 
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points to it as the highest respon- 
sibility for each of them. 

“We men of God are not called 
upon to render an account of our 
individual lives and nothing more” 
—“Non de vestra tantummodo vita, 
sed de universo orbe vobis ratio 
reddenda est’—“We must render 
an account for the salvation of the 
whole world” (St. John Chrysos- 
tom, Homily 15 on St. Matthew). 


The Chalice 


Alongside of the Book stands the 
Chalice. The most sacred and most 
mysterious part of the Eucharistic 
Liturgy centers around the chalice 
of Jesus, which contains His pre- 
cious Blood. Jesus is our Savior, 
and we participate mystically in 
His Body, the Holy Church. 

Christian life is sacrifice. Sacri- 
fice inspired by charity has the 
merit of bringing us into perfect 
conformity with the principal pur- 
pose of the earthly life of Jesus, 
for He became our brother: and 
sacrificed Himself and died for us 
in order to assure us of joy and 
glory forever at the end of our lives 
here below. 

The Chalice upon the altar and 
the venerable rites which unite the 
consecrated bread and wine in a 
single sacrament mark the high 
point, the sublime peak in union 
between God and man and the per- 
fection of our Christian profession. 


The eucharistic banquet 


In Our many dealings with 
Christian people, there is a saying 
that comes from Benigne Bossuet, 
one of the greatest modern gen- 
iuses in the field of religious 
studies, that We often find return- 
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ing to Our lips: “There is no per- 
fection in Christian life or practice 
aside from participation in the 
eucharistic banquet.” The cate- 
chetical teaching We spoke of 
before leads to it naturally, and all 
the zeal of the pastoral spirit is 
dedicated to it. 


Pope and pastor 


We intend to make this clear 
from the very first days of Our 
Pontificate by presenting Ourselves 
to the world above all as a Pastor. 

We think We can perceive a keen 
sense of understanding in the vast 
echo stirred up by the words We 
spoke in St. Peter’s on the day of 
Our coronation. 

The picture of your Bishop and 
your priest that We would like you 
to carry with you always is one of 
him standing at the altar, distrib- 
uting the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord, for this is the living sub- 
stance of the religion that we pro- 
fess—the Nobiscum Deus—God 
within us in the truths He has re- 
vealed that we contemplate, within 
us in the never-dying grace that 
makes men and families and the 
various forms of human society 
holy and teaches them to practice 
the loftiest of virtues. 

It is from the altar, from this 
holy mountain that We must look 
down upon earthly things to judge 
them and make use of them. 

Even in the case of the most se- 
rious questions that torment human 
society at the present moment, the 
principles for a just solution must 
be found there. 
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Justice, goodness, harmony 


An honest profession of the holy 
religion in which We have been 
raised means first of all that We 
must love God, and love of God is 
love of justice. 

On this- point, the voice of St. 
Leo the Great comes from the 5th 
century to invite the Christian to 
recognize the greatness of his dig- 
nity: “Agnosce, christiane, tuae 
sapientiae dignitatem, et qualium 
disciplinarum artibus ad quae 
praemia voceris intellige.” (Sermo 
XLV, cap. 7)? 

The practice of goodness that 
comes from frequent reception of 
Holy Communion makes the image 
of the Creator shine forth so splen- 
didly in a Christian that He suc- 
ceeds in reproducing in himself 
the characteristics of the face of 
Christ. 

Law of justice: law of goodness: 
law of harmony, all this comes 
from this doctrine of the Book, 
from this power of the Blood of 
Christ, from the deep understand- 
ing and feelings that brothers 
share with each other. 

Ah! This Holy Church—One, 
Catholic, Apostolic and Roman— 
what enchantment, what delight, 
what fascination in all of its ex- 
pressions of respect, of mutual 
brotherly love, of cooperation with 
others, not only in the realm of 
spiritual and religious relation- 
ships but also in the area of civil 
and social life! 


* “Recognize, Christian, the dignity of your wisdom; understand the rewards to 
which you are called by virtue of this doctrine.”—Ed. 
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Ill 


THE GREAT BENEDICTION 


Most beloved brethren and sons, 
pardon, pardon your Bishop, your 
new Pope for the exuberance of his 
feelings and his words on these 
two points, for he feels they are 
basic for success in a pastoral min- 
istry that today is beginning anew 
with the fresh zeal that always 
comes when a change is made in 
the person placed in charge of some 
pastoral activity. 

We have no right to look for- 
ward to a long road. As far as Our 
own humble life is concerned, We 
might fittingly repeat the words 
of the afternoon song: Largire 
lumen vespere: quo vita nusquam 
decidet.* 

There are no surprises for the 
man who keeps his eyes set con- 
fidently on God; not even the sur- 
prise of death, death which is 
sacred because it is the entrance 
and path to glory and to eternal 
joy. 

The great benediction 


This morning We entered St. 
John’s with the chanting of the Te 
Deum. Now We will leave by call- 
ing down the great benediction and 
bestowing it with open arms from 
the heights of the main balcony of 
the Archbasilica. 

Every Christian is obliged per 
singulos dies benedicere Deum.’ 
But there are particularly solemn 
times when the gesture of bene- 
diction assumes vaster proportions. 

The Lateran is the depository of 


two of these blessings: the one 
bestowed when the new Pope takes 
possession, and the annual one on 
the feast of the Ascension. 

Both of these blessings signalize 
something that is the special privi- 
lege of the children of Rome, whose 
Bishop unites in his person two 
dignities and two tasks that are 
unequalled: that of Bishop of the 
diocese of Rome, and that of 
Pontiff of the universal Church. 

It makes you think of the great 
title, unique in the whole world, 
that belongs to the Archbasilica of 
Constantine: Urbis et Orbis omni- 
um Ecclesiarum mater et caput.’ 

We will give you the benefit of a 
few words about the mysterious 
and wonderful contents of this 
blessing. 

Benedictio patris firmat domos 
fiiorum. “May the blessing of the 
father strengthen the house of the 
children.” 

May Christ the Savior, the power 
of whose Blood redeemed the world, 
may Mary His holy and immaculate 
Mother, who is our Mother too, 
kind and powerful, may the Holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul, Holy 
Patrons of the Lateran, the two 
Johns, the Baptist and the Evan- 
gelist, indomitable Protectors of 
the city, special Protectors of the 
new and lowly Pope, be our de- 
fenders, be protectors of sacred 
and eternal Rome, be protectors of 
the Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church for the salvation, the pros- 
perity, and the joy of the whole 
world. 


*“Grant light at eventide, that our life may never set.”——Ed, 


5 “To praise God each day.”—Ed, 


* Cfr. footnote 1, 
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These are the meaningful words _ sacred rites and at their conclusion. 
that We will pronounce on the great Pax et benedictio Dei Omnipo- 
square at the end of the ceremony: tentis, Patris et Filii et Spiritus 
may this be the prayer of all hearts Sancti. Amen. 
throughout the course of today’s 





The Mystery of Faith 


To Our Beloved Son, Charles Mary Cardinal de la Torre, Titular of St. 
Mary In Aquiro, Archbishop of Quito. 

Beloved son: We are very pleased to learn that at Guayaquil, the illustrious 
metropolitan see of the commonwealth of Ecuador, a Eucharistic Congress 
will be celebrated by the whole nation during September. On all sides there 
is evidence of earnest devotion and zealous preparation, especially through 
the holy Mass and other inducements to piety, so that the hearts of the faithful 
may be powerfully drawn to the sacred solemnities of the Congress. 

What could be more fitting or more salutary for increasing the vigor of 
the Christian Faith, than the worship and veneration of the august Sacra- 
ment, which is appropriately called “the Mystery of Faith"? Our Savior 
and Redeemer Himself, hiding under the Eucharistic veil, as indeed He does 
at all times, in today's uneasy situation is calling to Himself again and 
again all who sorrow and labor, so that they may take refuge in His heart 
and in the Sacred Banquet, and may enjoy great refreshment and solace. 
He Himself wishes to withdraw the minds and hearts of men from the un- 
restrained desire of fleeting things to a participation in the infinite treasures 
of His love. 

Therefore, since it so pleases Our heart that the honor and glory of the 
Holy Eucharist be promoted more and more, and that the good of the 
faithful be fostered every day by more reliance on this strong heavenly aid, 
We desire to be, in a way, present and presiding at this coming solemnity 
through Our Legate. And so, beloved Son, We choose and appoint you, 
who, adorned with the Roman Purple, rule the metropolitan see in the capital 
city of Ecuador, as Our Legate, so that, representing Our person, you may 
preside in Our name and in Our authority over the Eucharistic Congress of 
the whole nation of Ecuador gathered at Guayaquil. We are certain, more- 
cver, that you will perform with happiness and success this most august duty. 

Relying on this confidence, therefore, as an omen of divine gifts and a 
pledge of Our special affection, We very lovingly in the Lord impart to you, 
Beloved Son, and to the eminent Archbishop of Guayaquil the Apostolic 
Benediction. 

Given at Rome, from St. Peter's on the 28th of August, 1958, in the twen- 
tieth year of Our Pontificate. 


—Pius PP. Xil 
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Recent and Interesting .. . 
messages of Pope John XXIII which could 


not be included in this issue. . . 
abstracted for your information 
pending possible publication in full .. . 


The Priest: A Man of Learning 


The new academic year at the Pontifical Lateran Atheneum summons 
you to a study of the Scriptures. Such study will investigate not only the 
theological and philosophical truth in that Book but also its use for 
practical direction in the apostolate of souls, which is always the supreme 
ideal of every conscientious ecclesiastic. There is great harmony between 
pastoral care and the cultivation of learning. As St. Gregory said, “The 
fruits of good works are the more abundant as the flame of sacred eru- 
dition burns more vividly in the heart.” May love for the teachings of 
the Fathers and Doctors encourage you and lead you to good resolutions. 


November 28, 1958. 


Encouragement for Germany 


The German people have preserved the faith of their forefathers and 
have contributed greatly to Christian and civil progress. We feel com- 
passion for the faithful in East Germany, where exercise of the faith is 
oppressed. We exhort them to remain firm in the Catholic Faith and 
yet to be charitable to those who fight against the Church. We feel com- 
passion for the refugees and exhort the Bishops to continue their con- 
cern for the religious and material welfare of the refugees. To all who 
suffer in body or in mind We say that present suffering is not compar- 
able to the glory to come and that suffering well endured can be of 
great help. We will remain faithful to the concordats between the Holy 
See and Germany, and We do not doubt that the German leaders of 
state will apply these pacts faithfully and justly. Catholic Bishops of 
Germany, guide your individual Churches through the present storms 
and may God grant you and your flock a truly Christian peace. Decem- 
ber 23, 1958. 


The Gregorian University 


This distinguished institution is called the “Pontifical Gregorian Uni- 
versity,” three words that have important meanings. The word “Ponti- 
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fical” recalls that the study and teaching of the sacred sciences must be 
in agreement with the teachings of the Church. The word “University” 
indicates the variety of faculties and suggests, too, that the universal 
teaching authority of the Church here imparts learning to large numbers 
of students from every part of the world. The word “Gregorian” recalls 
Gregory XIII who gave to the Roman College the development that 
made its name illustrious through the centuries. Its most valid contri- 
bution is to show our clergy the way to a more profound knowledge of 
the Divine Savior and His doctrine. The students of this and the other 
atheneums labor to unite in themselves human and divine science and 
to acquire the priestly virtues. We hope that the Gregorian University 
may, by virtue of its antiquity and its adaptation of learning to con- 
temporary needs, shine with a special light among other institutions 
of its kind throughout the world. January 18, 1959. 


The Close of the Lourdes Jubilee 


The pilgrims who came to Lourdes exemplified publicly the desire of 
humanity for brotherhood and peace. Like Pius XII, We desire an up- 
surge of Marian piety, because this piety leads souls more quickly to 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. We wish to propose to all the example of 
Bernadette, that poor and unknown child who became the messenger of 
God’s mercies. Her courageous departure from that scene of her in- 
describable encounter reminds us that Lourdes is but a starting point 
toward the glory of God and the service of the Church. In contrast to 
the pride resulting from a century of scientific achievement, Bernadette 
transmits an appeal for humility, prayer, penance, and detachment from 
riches. February 18, 1959. 


Woman, Guardian of the Home 


Members of the Italian Women’s Center, in your hands are family 
serenity, the education of children, and the future of Church and nation. 
Today the sanctuary of the home is threatened by many evils. The 
press, theater, and amusements spread moral corruption, especially 
among the young. Women must watch, correct, teach, distinguish good 
from evil, and when necessary use the protection of civil law. March 
1, 1959. 


The Church and Cultures 


Members of the Second Congress of Negro Writers and Artists, you are 
here to study the unity and responsibilities of a Negro and African 
culture. The Church encourages such investigation. The Church does 
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not identify herself with any one culture but welcomes anything that 
does honor to the human mind and heart anywhere in the world. How- 
ever, those who wish to develop the cultural possibilities of their country 
or race are invited by the Church to collaborate and sympathize with 


the currents of thought flowing from other genuine civilizations. 
April 2, 1959. 


The Franciscan Rule 


Priests and brothers, the Franciscan rule can be summarized in three 
words: poverty; obedience; charity. The joys of poverty are great 
and poverty brings all things with it. However, discretion even in this 
is necessary. Obedience, especially to Rome, has characterized those 
religious orders that have been successful. The third precept is em- 
bodied in the missionary apostolate which is being undertaken by 
Franciscans and other congregations with much vitality today. May 
St. Francis incite everyone to wage spiritual war against the spirit of 


darkness and end the tribulation of Holy Church. April 16, 1959. 


Housemaids: Servants of God 


Our humbler children are dearer to Us because they remind Us of the 
Redeemer, who became poor for us. Christ came to serve man and you 
who are professionally in the service of families can thus advance in 
the imitation of Christ. Mary gave us the Word Incarnate by her gen- 
erous “Behold the handmaid of the Lord.” If you fulfill your duties 
in this spirit, you serve not men but God and will be serene in your 
work. Your labor gives you the right to a just wage, to social benefits, 
to respect for your profession. Further—as “domestics” you are not 
mere employees but are part of the family unity. April 19, 1959 


Farming as a Way of Life 


Members of the Italian National Confederation of Independent Farmers, 
new problems are being raised for you, such as those connected with 
the Common European Market and with the imbalance between your 
income and taxes. Yet We urge you to love the earth, because on it 
you can develop your complete personality and raise your mind to 
God. Love the family. Love of the earth is part of love for one’s family 
and leaving the land often wounds the rural family. Desired improve- 
ments in working conditions and income, in spiritual and cultural bet- 
terment, must be aimed at perfecting family life. Love the Church. She 
has always found the land the best source for her priests and saints. 
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Be an active member of her parish life, know her teachings, and support 
her social doctrine. April 22, 1959. 


Christian Help for Workers 


In you, the Christian Association of Italian Workers, We see all the 
workers of the world who celebrate today the sanctifying value of labor: 
intellectual, cultural, and physical. Your association has tried to help 
the workers, not by arousing their discontent but by following the 
Gospels and the teachings of the Church. While trying to raise your 
standard of living until you reach a level consistent with the dignity of 
free children of God, be continually mindful of your heavenly goal. 
Unfortunately some Christians think that social justice can be obtained 
only by associating with those who deny God and crush human liberties. 
Be patient with your estranged brothers and convince them that neither 
hatred nor anti-Christian ideology is a solution to their problems. May 
I, 1959. 


Truth and Charity in Catholic Press 


Your Italian Catholic Press Convention has been concerned with both 
the technical and the spiritual. Technical improvements in the Catholic 
press are desirable, for the secular press often attracts more readers 
because of technical superiority. However, your main purpose is to 
serve as weapons of truth and weapons of love. Much harm has been 
done by printed matter especially under the guise of an attractive mix- 
ture of the serious and the profane. Furthermore, a certain segment 
of the press sins against truth and charity, lying to inspire hatred and 
attacking Christ and the Church while pretending to solve problems for 
the worker and the defenseless. Yet you must practice “truth in love,” 
even in polemics. May 4, 1959. 
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Lessons for Priests 
from Pope St. Pius X 


A Message of Pope John XXill to the Clergy of Venice 


A quarantacinque 


ELOVED Sons! Forty - five 
years from the day he was 
reborn into his heavenly 

homeland, Pius X has returned for 
a few days to Venice, to his home 
town, to the field of his apostolate, 
among the humble and generous 
people who always had a special 
place in his heart, even amid the 
cares and preoccupations of his ex- 


. alted pontifical dignity. 


A triumphant return 


Since 1954 We have been hoping 
to see this visit of the mortal re- 
mains of St. Pius; and We hastened 
to expedite it as soon as We were 
called to succeed him once more, 
this time to the Chair of St. Peter. 
Beyond. Our happiest dreams, We 
are now confronted with a tri- 
umph—and what a triumph—by a 
people cheering its son and father, 
its most shining glory in these 
modern times, and its august Pa- 
tron; cheering him with such an 
intensity of fervor that We are led 
to hope for the most edifying fruits 


April 28, 1959 


of spiritual rebirth for many a soul. 

At this moment We are contem- 
plating with Our mind’s eye all of 
you, beloved sons, convened in St. 
Mark’s, together with your Vener- 
able Bishops, from all corners of 
the three Venices. With you We ap- 
proach the hallowed casket, placed 
under the main dome of the Golden 
Basilica, opposite the altar of St. 
Mark the Evangelist, and near the 
historic pulpit from which the ro- 
bust and clear voice of Patriarch 
Sarto used to pour forth, with the 
tender strength of his eloquence to 
which we listened as a youngster, 
in St. Alexander’s-in-Colonna at 
Bergamo. 


Pius X and the clergy 


It is only natural that both the 
clergy and the people, but espe- 
cially the clergy, should wonder 
what brings Pius X back to Venice, 
almost half a century after his 
demise, and what reminders he can 
bring to us for the conduct of our 
religious life as conditioned by the 
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circumstances of these modern 
times. The sublimity of his death, 
and his subsequent heavenly glori- 
fication, impart a special signifi- 
cance to the teachings of this great 
and august saint. 

Even if we allow for differences 
in age, which, in tumultuous se- 
quence, are reflected in the hopes 
and the shortcomings of each stage 
of life—the young are drawn to 
whatever is new, and to opportun- 
ities for bypassing their elders, 
sometimes with a touch of cock- 
sureness; their elders are tempted 
to choose what suits their personal 
convenience rather than the com- 
mon good—the duties of a priest, 
which are many and of grave im- 
port, engage the attention and the 
conscience of all of us. 


Three important lessons 


Pius X has returned among his 
own, among those who, by reason 
of their holy orders, are especially 
close to him: and he forcibly re- 
minds us of three aspects of the 
priestly life which are of special 
interest at all times. The fascina- 
tion he used to exert on individual 
souls and on Catholic communities, 
still survives to this day—and we 
are witnesses of this. We are con- 
stantly reminded of three points: 
the dignity of the priestly calling; 
love of our Church; and the human 
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and Christian brand of wisdom 
which especially befits the conduct 
of our lives—we who are called 
lumen mundi, sal terrae, the light 
of the world and the salt of the 
earth.! 

Those are three points of vital 
importance, dear priests, if you are 
to lead edifying lives and have ef- 
fective ministries. They are the 
three warnings of this “sacerdos 
magnus Dei excelsi,” of this “high 
priest of the Almighty,” who has 
now become the object of such 
spontaneous love by the people, 
and who is now held up as a model 
to be imitated by all. 

Above and beyond the personal 
anecdotes that we hear about him, 
and his occasional sparks of homely 
wit which, if repeated to excess 
and changed in the telling, might 
tend to reduce his stature as a man, 
as a distinguished ecclesiastic, and 
as a pastor of souls, Pius X ap- 
pears to us in his true, personal, 
saintly, and almost stern charac- 
teristics, although tempered by that 
wonderful warmth of understand- 
ing which was so often revealed by 
his smile and by the kindliness of 
his words. 


THE QUALITY 
OF PRIESTLY DIGNITY 


The author of the Imitation of 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 23, 1959. 


Italian text. Translation 


prepared for The Pope Speaks Magazine by Louciana G. M. Rose. 

This message was sent in writing to the clergy of Venice on the occasion of the 
visit of the remains of St. Pius X to that city. It was read to the clergy assembled in 
Saint Mark’s to express their veneration for this great Saint, a former Patriarch of 
Venice. 





LESSONS FOR PRIESTS 


Christ, in Book IV, Chapter 5, 
gives a wonderfully apt definition 
of the intrinsic greatness of a 
priest before earth and heaven: 
“Grande ministerium et magna 
dignitas sacerdotum, quibus datum 
est quod Angelis ipsis non est con- 
cessum.” [Great is the ministry 
and high is the dignity of priests, 
to whom that is given which is not 
even granted to the Angels them- 
selves. ] 

A ministry of grace, therefore, 
and a singular privilege! 

Such dignity is inherent in the 
fact of the vocation itself. It grows 
more definite, step by step, with 
the conferring of the ritual gar- 
ments, with the tonsure, the impo- 
sition of holy orders, and in the 
missio canonica, which is a true 
poem of respect and love on the 
part of the Church toward human 
souls, and of trust in her priests. 


The Council of Trent 


The Council of Trent, during the 
sessions in which the perfect ad- 
justment of a priest to the per- 
formance of his exalted duties was 
established and formalized, re- 
minds us, with stern and penetrat- 
ing words, of something which We 
dared only to whisper repeatedly, 
almost as a prayer, to the semina- 
rians and priests of Our beloved 
Venice—We are now quoting the 
sublime and momentous words ut- 
tered by the Council of Trent (Ses- 
sion XXIII, Chapter 18)—“Sic de- 
cet omnino clericos in sortem Do- 
mini vocatos ut habitu, gestu, in- 
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cessu, sermone nihil nisi grave, 
moderatum ac religione plenum 
praeseferant.” [It thus befits ec- 
clesiastics called to the mission of 
the Lord to show in their dress, in 
their gestures, in their walk, and 
in their speech, only that which is 
serious, moderate, and fully re- 
ligious.] These are precise words 
worthy of being remembered and 
repeated as often as the Gloria 
Patri in our Breviary. 

The Christian people, despite 
changing tastes and a weakening 
of the old spirit of closeness to the 
parish, do still expect their priests 
to be worthy, enlightened, amiable, 
and holy. 


The dust of worldliness 


Unfortunately, the dust of world- 
liness appears to confuse and to 
envelop everything. The require- 
ments of ecclesiastical dignity, 
however, remain untouched in the 
public opinion and in the innermost 
recesses of the hearts of the faith- 
ful—even children look for it. 

If a priest is aflame with virtue, 
and therefore resplendent, pure, 
and ardent, he can become every- 
thing; otherwise, he counts for 
very little, even in the opinion of 
those who have temporarily strayed 
away from the practice of religion. 


A eall to sanctity 


Saint Pius X’s_ exhortation 
“Haerent Animo,” which We re- 
read and meditated upon, on the 
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary 
of its publication, came from his 


*In this letter, addressed to priests, Pope John uses many Latin expressions with- 
out translation into Italian. For the convenience of our readers, we have translated 
each of them into English, in the body of the text, without further explanation.—Ed. 
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burning heart like the lament of a 
father, in an attempt to recall the 
diocesan and the regular clergy of 
the whole world to a more devout 
spiritual life and to the sanctity 
of the priesthood. 

Beloved priests! If Pius X 
burned his way into people’s con- 
sciences, and if the Church draws 
upon his teachings to this very 
day, this is due to the fact that he 
felt, lived, and savored this exalted 
dignity, and conformed to it natu- 
rally and effortlessly in every cir- 
cumstance of his own life, from 
the time when he was a parish 
priest through his years as Pontiff. 


A priest’s soul 


Even over and above any con- 
cern for desirable and timely pas- 
toral changes, and before thinking 
up new ways and means to ap- 
proach different classes of the 
faithful, We ask you in all simplic- 
ity and with paternal familiarity, 
to think first and foremost of the 
care of your own soul. 

A priest’s pure and ardent soul 
is a mystery of light, of grace, and 
divine love: the very Angels of 
Heaven admire it and see the Maj- 
esty of God mirrored therein. 

Happy is the priest who faith- 
fully offers to God every day his 
dutiful prayers; who loves the se- 
clusion of church and home; who 
draws upon Sacred Scripture for 
the living substance of his preach- 
ing; who in his judgments, in his 
words, and in his whole behavior 
follows the example of Jesus 
Christ, of His Holy Mother, and of 
the Saints, without placing undue 
confidence in human resources. 
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Since sanctity is necessary for 
the salvation of a priest’s soul and 
to insure the effectiveness of his 
apostolate, he must take the ut- 
most care to make frequent use of 
the sacrament of penance, and to 
use whatever means his experience 
suggests and the Church endorses. 

“Si ergo sacerdos omnibus virtu- 
tibus fuerit ornatus, tunc est quasi 
optimum sal, et totus populus de 
illo conditur, magis videndo eum 
quam audiendo. Nam prima doc- 
trina est videre bonum, secunda 
autem audire.” [Wherefore, if a 
priest is adorned with every vir- 
tue, then he is like the finest salt, 
and all the people will follow his 
example, more because of what 
they see than what they hear, since 
one learns first by seeing what is 
good, secondly by hearing it.] (St. 
John Chrysostom, Hom. 10 in Matt. 
— opus imperfectum — P.G. 33, 
685) 


I 


THE CHURCH 


Situations change, but the diffi- 
culties which are thrust in the 
Church’s path to hinder the fulfill- 
ment of her divine mission are 
always present. 


lf anyone appears to be sur- 
prised by this, or naively trusts in 
a future dawn of perfect peace on 
earth and of easy conquests, We 
would like to recall to him the 
pages written in glory and in blood 
by the Martyrs and the Doctors of 
the Church in defending the 


Church’s honor and the sacred de- 
posit which was entrusted to her 
by Christ. 
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The Church of Pius X’s time 
held her ground with tact and 
firmness. 

There were those, alas, who at- 
tacked her very gates; others who 
succeeded in much advertised and 
regrettable exploits. The darkness 
of night, however, eventually de- 
scended upon all that sound and 
fury. 


The works of Pius X 


Pius X, in the meekness and hu- 
mility of his heart, always with- 
stood the violence of the mighty of 
this earth and the allurements of 
the sophists of different schools of 
thought. He left behind him the 
light of his example of constant 
love for the Sacred Scripture and 
for the sources of divine grace. 

He gave the lie to those who, 
regarding him as a “poor parish 
priest from the Venetian country- 
side,” expected him to feel con- 
fused and lost before the magni- 
tude of his pontifical tasks; he 
showed the measure of his far- 
sightedness and of his competence, 
especially in a series of acts which 
are among the most celebrated of 
his Pontificate: the foundation of 
the Biblical Institute; the prepara- 
tion of the Code of Canon Law; the 
re-organization of the Roman Con- 
gregations; the invitation to fre- 
quent Communion for adults, and 
to reception of First Communion 
at an early age by little children, 
in order to preserve their purity 
and innocence; his refusal to re- 
sort to political maneuvering in his 
work of protecting the clergy and 
safeguarding the integrity of the 
revealed truth and the freedom of 
the individual soul. 
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The Church’s mission 


Beloved priests! The internal 
structure of the Church hinges on 
the strength she derives from her 
firm conviction that she must re- 
main faithful to the mission which 
was entrusted to her by her Divine 
Founder, without fear of appear- 
ing, or being judged to be, too 
strict or too cautious. 

Our Church does not need any- 
body, and yet she relies on all of 
her children. 

Being a divine institution, she 
represents all that is most trust- 
worthy not only for the personal 
salvation of man, but also in con- 
nection with human relations and 
the possibility of satisfactorily 
solving the problems of keeping the 
peace in society and insuring mu- 
tual cooperation among nations. 


An Ecumenical Council 


If we carefully peruse the lumi- 
nous pages of history, we can de- 
rive inspiration therefrom for the 
coming Ecumenical Council —an 
inspiration which struck Us, in the 
humility of Our heart, like an un- 
expected and irresistible command. 
Preparations for this Council al- 
ready have strengthened in the 
hearts of bishops and priests their 
desire to extend the scope of their 
charity and to maintain a clear- 
headed and generous watchfulness. 

Let us pray and hope that the 
Council will, above all, duplicate 
the spectacle which was offered by 
the Apostles gathered in Jerusa- 
lem after Jesus Christ had as- 
cended to Heaven: their unity in 
thought and in prayer with Peter 
and around Peter, the shepherd of 
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lambs and sheep. Let us pray for 
the favor of renewed and freshly 
tempered energies, to assist us in 
our search for whatever is best 
fitted for the requirements of the 
apostolate. 


Patron of the Council 


The figure of Pius X, to whom 
We address Our prayer to act as 
Patron of the Ecumenical Council, 
now appears to us secure from the 
contingent facts and circumstances 
which, in his time, caused hasty 
and biased judgments to be passed 
upon him by some. He seems to 
warn us that we must not seek 
strange and outlandish paths in 
our quest for man’s salvation, and 
in trying to defend man’s rights. 
We should not stray into supposed- 
ly easy byways instead of relying 
on solid and time-hallowed insti- 
tutions and on the experience of 
centuries to achieve our goals, 
which are: in the East, first an ap- 
proach, then a reconciliation, and 
finally the perfect reunion of the 
many brethren who are now sep- 
arated from their ancient and com- 
mon Mother; in the West, the open- 
hearted pastoral cooperation of the 
clergy of both rites, under the 
watchful eye of the Bishop who is 
the pastor of the whole flock. 


il 
HUMAN AND CHRISTIAN WISDOM 


In one episode in the life of Pius 
X, which We witnessed with Our 
own eyes, he was, on the day of 
his coronation, troubled by the ac- 
clamation of the crowd: this in- 
cident was typical of his cast of 
mind and of his personality. 
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He did love people and could 
make allowances for their exuber- 
ance; later on, he willingly adapted 
himself to it. However, his bowed 
head, his slow and brief gesture in 
the act of benediction, his eyes 
reddened by tears, and his pain- 
fully slow smile, remained en- 
graven in the memory of all those 
who chanced to be present at the 
ceremony on August 9, 1903, and 
showed the iron self-discipline of 
the Venetian priest, whose seem- 
ing cheerfulness was then appreci- 
ated by all in its true light. 


Priestly garments 


A priest must cultivate, in every- 
thing he does, the appearance of 
moderation, of kindness, and of 
benign courtesy. You certainly 
understand Us if we tell you that 
the faithful do not like to see you 
engrossed in mundane affairs, as 
though you were trying to solve 
everything in the span of one gen- 
eration ; by the same token, they do 
not appreciate the priest who ap- 
pears too exuberant or partial. You 
must know how to wear your 
cassock with the utmost dignity at 
all times and everywhere, as being 
the image of Jesus Christ’s robe, 
Christus sacerdotum tunica, the 
outward indication of the inner 
garment of grace. 

In diebus iracundiae, “in the days 
of wrath,” it wins you great merits 
to be able to exert self-control, so 
that your friends can find in you a 
moderator of even the most gen- 
erous passions, while your oppo- 
nents should always be able to 
think of you as perfect gentlemen. 

My beloved sons! The world is 
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still susceptible to the charms of 
goodness and holiness. You can 
verify this for yourselves in wit- 
nessing the effect of Pius X’s pres- 
ence in Venice. 

Why do people acclaim this 
saint? Why do they seek him? 
Why do they love him? These 
questions are easily answered. In 
him people behold that rare combi- 
nation of all the desirable traits 
possessed by each social class. He 
was genuine like a true peasant; 
he was honest and strong, like one 
of our factory workers; he had the 
true patience of a seaman; he was 
calm as a shepherd; he was as well- 
bred and austere as the descend- 
ants of the noblest families in the 
land; he was as benign and courte- 
ous as a teacher or a judge; he was 
good and generous as we imagine 
the saints to be. 

Let us all join in the pursuit of 
and love for such human and 
Christian, natural and supernatu- 
ral, values. And let us pray the 
Lord to maintain and increase in 
our hearts this balance of energies 
and enthusiasm. Then the people 
will follow us, not to seek us, nor 
to stop with us, but in order to. go 
forward with us toward a meeting 
with Jesus Christ, who is “Pastor 
et episcopus animarum nostra- 
rum,” “The shepherd and guardian 
of our souls.” (1 Peter 2, 25.) 

O Saint Pius, Our glorious Patri- 
arch and Pontiff, fearless and mer- 
ciful: grant your constant protec- 
tion to the Venetian clergy, of 
which you remain the most sub- 
lime “splendor et honor”; protect 
the whole Italian clergy, and the 
Catholic clergy of the whole world. 
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Strengthen the steadfastness and 
the “gaudium de veritate,” “the 
joy of truth,” in the hearts of 
hundreds of thousands of our 
brethren, who are undergoing per- 
secution and the suppression of the 
most sacred freedoms in large and 
small, near and far, regions of the 
earth: who are undergoing the 
severest trials, which are the cause 
of great sorrow and lament in the 
Church of God. 

For many of you the words of 
Jesus have become a reality: “In 
mundo pressuram habebitis”: “In 
the world you will have affliction.” 
(John 16, 33) It is our sacred duty 
to keep in our heart and to remem- 
ber in our prayers these brethren 
of ours, who are undergoing the 
most dreadful sufferings. O Saint 
Pius, Our Pontiff, make these 
words of Jesus Christ’s come true, 
once more and forever: “Con/fidite, 
ego vici mundum” : ‘Take courage, 
I have overcome the world.” (John 
16, 33.) 

We are fully confident that Our 
words will meet with prompt and 
generous response on your part; 
and, as a pledge of the most ex- 
alted favors from heaven and of 
the powerful intervention of Saint 
Pius X, We bestow upon you, be- 
loved sons, and first of all on the 
Cardinal Patriarch of Our dear 
Venice and upon the Archbishops 
and Bishops who are gathered here, 
as well as upon all the diocesan 
and the regular clergy, and upon 
the seminarians of the three Ven- 
ices, with deepest affection, the 
Apostolic Benediction. 

Given at Rome, in St. Peter’s, on 
the twenty-first of April 1959, in 
the first year of Our Pontificate. 
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An Animating Ideal 

It is a great joy for Us, gentlemen, to welcome you and to be able to ex- 
press personally Our sincere gratitude. 

Your coming to the solemnities of Our Coronation is indeed a joint 
action that We have greatly appreciated, as much for the eagerness of your 
governments in having themselves represented at these pontifical festivities 
as for the number and the quality of the extraordinary delegations that you 
constitute. 

How could We not be deeply responsive to such a gesture of veneration 
toward the Holy See and Our person? Therefore, before all else, We wish 
to ask you kindly to be the interpreters of Our grateful sentiments toward 
your Sovereigns and Chiefs of State. 

The liturgical ceremony at which you assisted yesterday renewed time- 
honored rites, and for this reason it recalls the long tradition of the Church 
and its history so closely connected with that of your own nations. And, 
at the same time, your presence at this ceremony was in Our eyes a 
living sign of the cordial and fruitful relations that the Apostolic See has 
today, as in the past, with so many countries that are anxious to see the 
highest spiritual values developing in their midst and for their own happiness. 
We thank God for thus giving Us, on the threshold of Our Pontificate, such 
legitimate reason for confidence in the good relations that We want to have 
with your countries. 

Moreover, in seeing your numerous delegations, here from the most dif- 
ferent and most distant countries, and today gathered around Our person, 
how could We not express from an ardent heart the wish—already formu- 
lated many times and always abounding in hope—for a just and fraternal 
peace among nations? And here We recall, with emotion that you under- 
stand, the great figure of Our venerated Predecessor: for almost twenty years, 
without ever allowing himself to be disheartened by events that were some- 
times cruel, he made the ideal of a peaceful order among nations resplendent 
in the eyes of men, worked perseveringly to establish it in the world, and 
constituted himself the fearless defender of the most sacred rights of indi- 
viduals and of nations. 

The same ideal animates Us, by virtue of the sacred obligations that We 
have received, and We will dedicate Our strength to serve it. What a com- 
fort for Us, gentlemen, on the day after Our Coronation, to be able to confide 
to you this intention, which is dear to Us, and to express in your presence 
the hope that in the world there may advance the great interests of peace, 
of justice, and of true liberty, so consistent with the teachings of the Divine 
Founder of the Church! Your presence strengthens Our hope, and We are 
grateful to you for it. 

So it is with special good will that We call upon you, gentlemen, upon 
your countries and those who govern them, a generous shower of heavenly 
favors. Gladly do We give you, in pledge of them, our Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 

—John XXIll. To representatives sent by foreign 
states for his coronation. November 5, 1958. 





A Roman Synod 


A Pastoral Letter of Pope John XXIll to the Faithful of Rome 


A voi, prediletti 


O YOU, beloved children of 

Our diocese of Rome, We wish 

to announce personally (as We 
have already done to the very be- 
loved Cardinal Vicar, to his im- 
mediate associates, and to the 
parish priests of Rome) Our inten- 
tion to convene a synod of the 
diocese of Rome. We can truly say 
that in this proposal “the love of 
Christ impels us” (2 Cor. 5, 14), 
for We are prompted by zeal for 
your souls and your eternal sal- 
vation. 


WHat Is A SYNOD? 


A synod is a meeting of a Bishop 
with his priests to study the prob- 
lems of the spiritual life of the 
faithful, to give or restore vigor to 
ecclesiastic laws by eliminating 
abuses, to promote Christian life, 
and to foster divine worship and 
religious practices. It is, in essence, 
a continuation of the work of Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer, for the sal- 
vation of men, for this chosen por- 
tion of His flock specifically en- 
trusted to Us along with the care 
of all the churches. 

Some people may deem the work 
of a synod unnecessary for this 
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mother city, the center of the 
Catholic religion, built on the 
tombs of the Apostles Sts. Peter 
and Paul, a pre-eminently holy 
city, looked up to as the head by all 
the other churches of the Catholic 
world, “propter potiorem prin- 
cipalitatem” (St. Irenaeus, Haeres. 
III, 3-3) .1 

We must, however, call attention 
to the fact that Rome, the See of 
Peter and his successors, whence 
issue ecclesiastic teaching and 
discipline to all parts of the 
world as well as the light of doc- 
trine and the ardor of charity, has 
also as a diocese her own specific 
problems. For that reason she 
needs positive norms so that this 
teaching may penetrate souls, so 
that this discipline may be put into 
practice. In this respect, Our 
venerated Predecessor said: 
“There are two ecclesiastic Romes 
on the banks of the Tiber: the uni- 
versal Rome and the diocesan 
Rome. The first is the Rome of 
Peter as Head of the Catholic 
Church . . . (the second is) dio- 
cesan Rome, of which the Supreme 
Pontiff is also the head” (Eugenio 


301 








302 


Cardinal Pacelli, Discorsi e Pane- 
girici, p. 52). 


THE DEMANDS OF A BIG CITY 


But today We are not discussing 
the Rome of other years, which was 
visibly a holy city and whose pas- 
toral problems were, because of 
the times and the comparatively 
sparse population, relatively mi- 
nor; We are considering, instead, 
a great modern capital of almost 
two million inhabitants, with all 
the spiritual and moral problems 
created by city life, and with deli- 
cate problems peculiar to itself. 

This is why We consider that 
the time has come for Rome, too, 
to study and put into effect all 
the means likely to produce what 
is customarily called today “a pas- 
toral renovation” of everything for 
which We, as Bishop of Rome, bear 
the responsibility before God. 

We shall have an opportunity to 
speak to you again during the 
synod, as in the past the Apostle 
Paul addressed you with the 
Epistle to the Romans, of which 
We have recently celebrated the 
19th centenary. 

For the moment, We shall sim- 
ply extend a warm invitation, and 
call on you to prepare for the great 
event with a series of spiritual 
preparations. The Cardinal Vicar, 
very dear to you and to Us, has 
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already laid down wise norms for 
the closing of the Lourdes Marian 
Year and for the beginning of 
Lent, a period, of all, most adapted 
to spiritual renewal and prayer. 


INVITATION TO LIVING AND 
PERSEVERING PRAYER 


We have referred to prayer. We 
eagerly invite you to pray for the 
success of the synod, with prayer 
inspired by faith, with warm, liv- 
ing, and persevering prayer, ac- 
companied by that Christian pen- 
ance which makes prayer accept- 
able to God “in oratione et ieiunio” 
(Mark 9, 28 et alibi) .? 

This synod is an arduous under- 
taking, for it means putting into 
effect means that are suitable for 
promoting the life of grace in 
souls. And this, though it needs 
human means, does not come from 
man but from God, “Non in per- 
suasibilibus humanae_ sapientiae 
verbis, sed in ostensione spiritus et 
virtutis (Dei)”. (1 Cor. 2, 4)3 

We address this invitation to 
everyone. We address it to the low- 
ly because We know how accept- 
able to the Lord is the prayer of 
little ones, of an innocent child, of 
a poor mother of a family, of a 
worker. We address it to all the 
categories of the faithful, because 
each one of them has its function 
in the Mystical Body. We address 
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This is a pastoral letter, in which Pope John XXIll, speaking as Bishop of Rome, 
informs his flock of his intention to summon a diocesan synod to consider problems 
arising from the circumstances of modern urban life. 
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it to the priest, particularly Relig- 
ious, because the priest is by voca- 
tion a man of prayer: “homo Dei,” 
“os Ecclesiae.’”’* We address it in a 
very special way to the sick and to 
contemplative souls, to those in 
monasteries, because the result of 
our work probably depends prin- 
cipally on their life of sacrifice. We 
also extend an invitation for special 
prayers to parishes and to colleges. 


SPECIAL INTENTIONS IN THE 
RECITATION OF THE ANGELUS 
DOMINI 


As a little daily reminder for 
pious souls, We wish to suggest 
that three Gloria Patri’s be recited 
after the usual Angelus Domini, 
for the success of the diocesan 
synod (which will affect you 
closely), for the ecumenical coun- 
cil, and for bringing the Code of 
Canon Law up to date. 

We would tell you simply as a 
matter of information that the use 
of the bells at the hour of Vespers 
goes back to ancient times. The 
last previous Pope to bear the name 
John —John XXII—was responsi- 
ble for this custom and for the 
happy thought of adding a prayer 
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to the sound of the bells. This pray- 
er was the Angelus Domini, now 
recited throughout the world. And 
it is a complete prayer because of 
the admirable link between heaven 
and earth which appears there in 
splendid clarity; it is dear be- 
cause of the mystery of the Word 
of God who, born of Mary, became 
man and makes us all His brothers 
in Mary. 

We are happy, beloved children 
of Rome, to send you this ex- 
hortation of Ours, on the day dedi- 
cated to the Presentation of the 
Child Jesus in the Temple and to 
the Purification of Most Blessed 
Mary, a day particularly dear to 
the piety of Romans; a feast which 
marks to a high degree the essen- 
tial cooperation of Mary in the two 
great Christian mysteries, the In- 
carnation and the Redemption. 

In the holy name of Jesus, in the 
sweet name of Mary, to you all 
generally and individually, beloved 
sons of Rome, “filioli mei” [Our 
dear children], We gladly send Our 
paternal Apostolic Benediction. 

From the Vatican, February 2, 
1959. 

Ioannes PP. XXIII 


* “Because of her greater eminence.”—Ed. 


* “In prayer and fasting.” —Ed. 


*“Not in the persuasive words of wisdom, but in the demonstration of the Spirit 


and of power (of God) .”—Ed. 


*“A man of God, the mouth of the Church.”—Ed, 

















The Priestly Life 


An Address of Pope John XXiIll to a Congress of the 
Apostolic Union of the Clergy 


Il Nostro cuore 


UR HEART rejoices with un- 
utterable happiness as We 
view this distinguished gath- 

ering of Our Venerable Brethren 
and beloved sons: priests who have 
accepted the invitation of the Apos- 
tolic Union of the Clergy and have 
met here on this particularly happy 
occasion to pay homage to the 
heavenly patron of this Union, 
Saint John Baptist Vianney, Curé 
of Ars, the first centenary of whose 
death will be celebrated next Au- 
gust 4. 

Although the joy with which We 
welcome the numerous groups of 
the faithful and the elected repre- 
sentatives of various associations 
and congresses is always great and 
complete, Our joy today is of a 
very special kind. Your presence 
arouses in Our heart the same feel- 
ings which Our Predecessor, Leo 
the Great, expressed so well in one 
of his sermons: “Indeed, with re- 
gard to my personal feelings, I con- 
fess that your piety causes me to 
rejoice deeply. Whenever I behold 
such a galaxy of my venerable fel- 
low priests, I feel that the very 
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angels are observing with joy so 
many holy men gathered here. 
Neither do I doubt that today the 
Divine Presence is making itself 
felt with a greater abundance of 
grace, when so many resplendent 
tabernacles of God are present at 
the same time, and shine together 
with a combined luminosity’ 
(Serm. II, cap. II; ML 54, 148). 
We, therefore, open Our heart 
with candid confidence in cordial 
conversation with you, Venerable 
Brethren and beloved sons. 


The diocesan clergy 


Among the many general preoc- 
cupations inherent in the supreme 
pontifical office, it affords Us great 
consolation to behold the sight of 
the close union and wonderful har- 
mony which is offered to Our eyes 
by the diocesan clergy. Like a lamp 
set in a lampstand, like a city set 
on a mountain, it is a peaceful and 
generous force which, simply by 
the power of its example, edifies 
souls and bathes the sanctifying 
action of the Church in a radiant 
light. 
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High ideals sustain our priests, 
today as always. They desire a per- 
fect priestly life, one that does not 
compromise with the spirit of the 
time; they aim at strengthening 
the bands of priestly brotherhood, 
so that the spiritual and pastoral 
life of each one of them, expanding 
beyond the narrow limits of per- 
sonal solitude, can develop with re- 
doubled fervor and increased effec- 
tiveness. They work with tireless 
zeal at discerning and solving the 
constantly changing problems of 
the modern apostolate. 

We deeply rejoice at this. On the 
other hand, We are not unmindful 
of the dangers which an inimicus 
homo [an enemy] never ceases to 
sow even in the midst of the holiest 
works. Neither are We unaware 
of the fact that an ill-conceived 
pride of conquest and a frantic 
quest for novelty can cause a dan- 
gerous loss of real priestly virtues. 
We would like, therefore, to impart 
to you a few thoughts as souvenirs 
of this day, so that the consider- 
ation of the greatness and the 
duties of the priestly life will sus- 
tain you as you steadfastly fulfill 
your obligation to the service 
which has been entrusted to you, 
in as perfect a manner as is in your 
power to achieve. 


I 
A priest is, above everything 
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else, a man of God, “vir Dei.” It is 
in this light that the Christian peo- 
ple consider and judge you; it is 
thus that God wants you to be. You 
must, therefore, endeavor to con- 
form your conduct of life to the 
pure thoughts which this descrip- 
tion has the power to conjure up 
in your heart. 


A man of God 


By calling a priest a man of God, 
one omits from the concept of 
priesthood everything which is not 
of God. A true priest is he who, 
having been chosen like Abraham 
to be [the father of many nations], 
“pater multarum gentium,” has 
given up everything else to answer 
the divine call. And indeed Abra- 
ham was told, “Go forth out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and 
out of thy father’s house, and come 
into the land which I shall show 
thee” (Gen. 12, 1). In _ this 
promised land there stands, for the 
true priest, a Cross. He sees noth- 
ing but Christ and Him crucified, 
“et hunc crucifixum.” In fact, an 
eternal and invisible God reveals 
Himself in Jesus, and the priest 
must have a practised eye to dis- 
cover the [Mediator between God 
and men], Mediator Dei et homi- 
num who points the way to the 
Father. “Have I been so long a 
time with you, and you have not 
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known me?... He who sees me 
sees also the Father” (John 14, 9). 


Love of Christ, love 
of silence 


Let your life, then, become im- 
pregnated with the holiness of 
Christ, and with ardent love for 
Him who leads us to the Father. 
This is the true foundation of a 
priestly life that is filled with inner 
peace and an irresistible attraction 
for souls. We say to you, there- 
fore: “Amor Christi et amor silen- 
tit” [love of Christ and love of 
silence]. 

Let Jesus Christ be your only 
friend and comforter, whether in 
your vigils before the Host, at your 
desk, in caring for the poor and the 
sick, or in the performance of your 
preaching ministry. Seek only Him, 
evaluating human affairs in His 
light, in order to conquer every- 
thing on His behalf. Accept His 
sweet yoke and His light burden, 
practicing the virtues which are 
proper to every consecrated life: 
dedication to God and to the care of 
souls, tireless work for the Church, 
practice of the fourteen works of 
mercy, prompt and wholehearted 
obedience to your Bishop, and a re- 
spect, filled with manly tenderness, 
for all things sacred. 

Jesus cannot be found in a life of 
squandered activity, not even by 
invoking the holiest aspects of your 
calling. This is the reason why We 
have also said to you “amor silen- 
tit”’ [love of silence]. Silence is the 
safest protection for all virtues, es- 
pecially chastity and charity. It is 
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a guarantee of efficient pastoral 
work. 

Therefore, be always and in 
everything true men of God, silent- 
ly engaged in a quest for perfection 
and for charity [in Jesus Christ 
our Lord] in Christo Iesu Domino 
Nostro. 


Il 


We would like to impart to you, 
Venerable Brethren and beloved 
sons, another thought, which We 
expressed to the faithful of Rome 
and of the world on the day on 
which We took possession of Our 
cathedral, the Lateran Basilica.! 


The book and the chalice 


In explaining the significance of 
the solemn liturgical rite, We called 
attention to the two most precious 
objects on the altar: “the Book and 
the Chalice.” We said: “The work 
of the Bishop in association with 
all his priests gives expression to 
the first characteristic of the pas- 
toral mission within the Holy 
Church: the teaching of sacred 
doctrine. In the Missal are the two 
Testaments; preaching them to the 
people is the principal work and 
the high point of the Catholic 
priesthood. . . . The very best way 
to point up the sacred character of 
the pastoral ministry is through a 
brilliant, solid, fascinating cate- 
chesis.” 

Again today, in repeating these 
words, We refer you to Holy Scrip- 
ture, the fountainhead of true doc- 
trine and the lifeblood of the pas- 
toral mission. Compendiums and 


*A translation of the address referred to here appears in this issue, starting 


on page 281.—Ed. 
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handbooks of preaching do not suf- 
fice—not even the most exhaustive 
treatises on theology—if this foun- 
dation is lacking; and even less suf- 
ficient for the nourishment of your 
intellectual and spiritual life are 
the products of a many-hued and 
subtly seductive press, which can 
only disturb the inner silence and 
the dialogue of the consecrated 
soul with her God. As Our Pred- 
ecessor, St. Gregory the Great, 
whose liturgical feast is celebrated 
today, warns: “Human words do 
indeed drain the heart to death: 
whenever it appears, without a 
doubt, that the violent commotion 
of external preoccupations threat- 
ens to cause his downfall, one must 
resort to incessant study in order 
that the soul be resurrected 
through the agency of learning” 
(Reg. Past. II, ch. XI). 

We recommend to you, therefore, 
the constant study of Holy Scrip- 
ture, of theology, of the sacred 
sciences, in the light of your zeal- 
ous ecclesiastical ministry, so that 
you can remain forever young in 
spirit and escape the danger of im- 
parting vague, or hazy, or too 
daring, or dull teachings to others. 
Souls thirst after the word of God, 
and the priest must be able to im- 
part it to them in all its pristine 
integrity and freshness. 


Life of sacrifice 


“Alongside the Book stands 
the Chalice.” We also said, “The 
most sacred and most mysterious 
part of the Eucharistic Liturgy 
centers around the chalice of Jesus, 
which contains His precious Blood. 
Jesus is our Savior, and we partici- 
pate mystically in His Body, the 
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Holy Church. Christian life is 
sacrifice. Sacrifice inspired by 
charity has the merit of bringing 
us into perfect conformity with the 
principal purpose of the earthly 
life of Jesus...” 

Today We entreat you, once 
more, with paternal affection, to 
focus your days on the Sacred Mys- 
teries. Neither perfection nor true 
love of God and of Christ can be 
attained without a profound devo- 
tion to the Eucharist, which is the 
life of all the faithful, and of all 
priests in particular. God invites 
us all by means of this sweet ex- 
ample to give our all to the care of 
souls, to love sacrifice and to “be- 
come obedient to death, even to 
death on a cross” (Phil. 2, 8). 

The priest who lives by the Book 
and the Chalice keeps his vocation 
intact “usque in diem Christi Iesu” 
[until the day of Christ Jesus]. 
(Phil. 1, 6) 


Il 


As a final reminder of our meet- 
ing today, We recommend that you 
cultivate another great love, which 
should transform your whole life: 
the love of souls. 


Love of souls 


We realize that this is already 
your ideal, but, even so, do not dis- 
miss Our recommendation as super- 
fluous, because it was prompted by 
a thought which grieves all pas- 
tors of souls: how is it that, after 
so many efforts and sacrifices, the 
harvest is often so meager. 

How is it that, even by employ- 
ing all means at the disposal of 
apostolic workers, we cannot resur- 
rect the dead sons of the Church, 
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just as happened to the prophet 
Eliseus, mentioned in today’s Lent- 
en liturgy, when, despite his ef- 
forts, the boy did not rise? “Non 
surrexit puer!” [The child is not 
risen !] 

Sometimes spiritual miracles do 
not happen because the intention 
is not pure, or, perhaps, because the 
good of the soul is not always the 
primary consideration to which 
we are prepared to sacrifice our- 
selves, or perhaps because we trust 
too much in certain means which 
are similar to human means, and 
therefore ineffectual, for they are 
without a solid foundation of pray- 
er and total sacrifice. 


Personal sanctification 


True love of souls means, then, 
a constant striving for one’s own 
sanctification, through the use of 
the classical means which are con- 
stantly emphasized by the Church, 
especially during Lent: “This kind 
can be cast out in no way except 
by prayer and fasting” (Mark 9, 
28): it means, therefore, prayer 
and practice of the virtue of pen- 
ance; a constant quest for ascetic 
perfection, whereby one should not, 
however, commit any excesses 
which might too strongly or dan- 
gerously affect the individual adult 
personality. 


The Cure d’Ars 


In imparting these thoughts to 
you We see, rising before Our gaze 
and yours, the radiant figure of the 
saintly Curé d’Ars and the great ex- 
ample he embodied. He really lived 
—hbeyond any posturing or rhe- 
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toric—the ideals of the priestly life. 
He was a man of God: he loved the 
altar and the pure springs of rev- 
elation; he touched souls with the 
mystic wand of purification, and ac- 
tively assisted in their salvation. 
It was said that “we shall never 
know how many conversions were 
caused by the prayers, and above 
all by the Masses, of Curé Vianney” 
(F. Trochu, Life). 

His simple and deeply sincere 
preaching sank into the hearts of 
the people to work miracles of 
grace, although he had been con- 
sidered at one time a man poorly 
endowed with intellectual gifts! 
What better proof can we have of 
the fact that it is not human re- 
sources which conquer souls, but 
only the power of God operating 
through His docile instruments? 

We again exhort you, therefore, 
to live the perfection of your voca- 
tion. And We address to Heaven a 
fervent prayer; We ask God, 
through the intercession of the Vir- 
gin Mary and the patron saint of 
the Apostolic Union of. the Clergy, 
to strengthen you in your holy pur- 
poses and to bestow upon you the 
sweet gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
“charity, joy, peace, patience, kind- 
ness, goodness, faith, modesty, con- 
tinency.” 

As a pledge of heavenly gifts 
and a new proof of Our paternal 
good will, We impart to Our Ven- 
erable Brethren, as well as to the 
National Directors of the Apostolic 
Union of the Clergy, and to all Our 
beloved priests, Our Apostolic 
Blessing. 











Unity, Liberty, and Peace 


An Address of Pope John XXill to 
Cardinals, Clergy, and Faithful of Rome 


Il convenire odierno 


ENERABLE Brothers and be- 

loved children, today’s gath- 

ering of the Sacred College of 
Cardinals, of the prelates, and of 
the people of Rome in this Basilica 
of St. Paul Outside the Walls re- 
minds Us of a visit We made 20 
years ago, during Our mission in 
the East, to Tarsus, where the 
Apostle of the Gentiles was born 
and received his early education. 

Imagine our emotion today as 
We recall that visit, not in the place 
where he was born but here, where 
the relics of Paul have been resting 
for 20 centuries. 

In the liturgical hymn of June 
29 [second vespers of the feast of 
Sts. Peter and Paul] the Church 
associates the name of Paul with 
that of the Prince of the Apostles. 

“O fortunate Rome, to which the 
blood of the two Apostles is a man- 
tle of glory and an expression of 
spiritual beauty !” 


Their glory remains 


The emperors have passed on; 
military glory is no more. There 
remain little more than the broken 
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stones of monuments to recall the 
ancient grandeur. But the twofold 
veneration of the two Apostles 
grows more glorious and is exalted 
in the hearts of the faithful. 

“O Roma felix! Duorum Princi- 
pum es consecrata glorioso san- 
guine!”’ [O happy Rome! You are 
consecrated by the glorious blood 
of two Princes!] 

As We recall Our visit to Tarsus 
just 20 years ago, We are deeply 
disturbed once more by the efforts 
to exalt St. Paul which were made 
there by men who had separated 
themselves from the Catholic 
Church. They seemed almost to 
set him up in opposition to St. 
Peter, but this attempt did not suc- 
ceed. These many schools of Paul- 
ine studies, of various origins, were 
all weak institutions which little by 
little lost intellectual vigor and ju- 
ridical consistency, until finally— 
We have seen this with Our own 
eyes—even the material buildings 
which housed them fell into ruin. 

Apart from the name, and some 
houses scattered here and there, 
there is no longer any sign of the 
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ancient splendor of Tarsus. The 
little town seems almost submerged 
by the sands and the marshes of 
the muddy Cydnus. 

The only reminder of St. Paul 
is a modest Catholic chapel in a 
private house. There is a little bell 
which We took the liberty of ask- 
ing to be rung. Its sound faded 
into the desolate desert. 


St. Paul lives on 


Instead, St. Paul lives on here in 
Rome in his glorious remains and 
in recollections of him associated 
with those of St. Peter, both of 
whom are focal points for the ven- 
eration of the whole world. 

In truth, the chant of the liturgy 
brings rejoicing to the hearts of 
Catholics throughout the world. 

Fortunate Rome, consecrated by 
the glorious blood of two Apostles, 
shines always with incomparable 
beauty! 


I 


This solemn union of two Apos- 
tles, this veneration of their mem- 
ory, is the echoing response to their 


announcement of the Gospel. It is. 


a sign of the unity of an always 
glorious teaching. It is a single 
invitation to the bishops—succes- 
sors of the Apostles—and the faith- 
ful, to full union—mente, corde, 
et opere [in mind, heart, and 
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work] — with the Successor of 
Peter. And it is a very clear indi- 
cation of harmonious fervor in the 
ardent profession of the faith of 
the Christian people. Children of 
Rome, and all those united here 
today in spirit from all parts of 
the world, you are renewing the 
worldwide homage of centuries to 
the recognized marks of the church 
of Jesus: one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic. 


Church unity 


It is a great consolation to live 
as members of the body and soul of 
the Church, certain of the eternal 
transformation of our life in the 
immortal glory of God, Creator 
and Redeemer, and of His saints. 

From the day of his conversion, 
St. Paul acknowledged this unity 
of the Church, in perfect agree- 
ment with the position of St. Peter, 
as that is recorded in St. Mark’s 
gospel. And this unity leads us 
to consider with lively sorrow how 
prejudicial to the happiness and 
well-being of the world—conceived, 
according to the words of Jesus 
Christ, as a single flock under the 
guidance of a single shepherd—are 
attempts and efforts, unfortunately 
successful in part during the 
course of the centuries, to shatter 
Catholic solidarity. 

Perfect unity of faith and prac- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, January 26-27, 1959. Italian text. Translation 
based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This sermon was delivered by Pope John XXIll during a Mass offered in the Basilica 
of St. Paul Outside the Walls on January 25, 1959, the feast of the Conversion of 
St. Paul. It was following this Mass that the Pope spoke privately to the Cardinals 
present and announced his decision to convoke an ecumenical council. 
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tical realization of the gospel 
teaching! Consider what this 
would mean to universal tran- 
quility and happiness, at least as 
far as can be realized on earth. 
And this situation would not only 
serve the great principles of spir- 
itual and supernatural order which 
affect the individual man in view 
of the eternal goods which Chris- 
tianity brought to the world, but 
would supply the most secure basis 
for the civil, social, and political 
prosperity of individual nations. 


Liberty: a fruit of unity 


The first fruit of this unity is, in 
fact, not only the appreciation, but 
also the right use and the enjoy- 
ment of liberty, which is a most 
precious gift of the Creator and 
Redeemer of men. 

It is indeed true that every de- 
viation in the history of indi- 
vidual peoples in this matter of 
liberty has in fact been in contra- 
diction (sometimes more or less 
clandestine, but often arrogantly 
overt) to the principles of the Gos- 
pel. 

It is these same Gospel principles 
which St. Peter in his letters, and 
St. Paul far more extensively and 
more frequently, announced and il- 
lustrated under divine inspiration 
and set before the world. 

The organized celebration this 
year of the 19th centenary of the 
Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 
is appropriate. 

What emotion one feels in read- 
ing and meditating on that docu- 
ment, which resounds from the far- 
off first century of the Christian 
era until now! 

It is a great and exalting poem, 
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dedicated to the triumph of the 
faith, to the triumph of the liberty 
of individuals and nations, and to 
the triumph of peace. 


Il 


Venerable Brothers and beloved 
children, permit Us to return to 
what We have said about the great 
sorrow of Our heart, and the heart 
of the entire Catholic Church, 
which comes from the painful 
realization of what is happening— 
not in beloved Italy, which is so 
close to Us, nor in many other na- 
tions, thank the Lord—but in vast 
and distant well-known regions of 
Europe and Asia, disturbed and 
threatened with the shipwreck of 
individual souls and groups, which 
had been on the path to a foretaste 
of the benefits of that liberty and 
that peace. 


Liberties suppressed 


You may realize Our sorrow, 
which increased from the moment 
when, in spite of Our unworthiness, 
We were raised to this position of 
eminence. From here We can, 
though with some difficulty, dis- 
cern broader horizons, stained with 
blood because of the sacrifice of 
liberty which many have been 
forced to make—be it liberty of 
thought, of civil and social activity, 
or—and here is special merciless- 
ness—the liberty to profess one’s 
own religious faith. 

Out of discretion and sincere 
and considered respect, and with 
the confident hope that the temp- 
ests may gradually disappear, We 
refrain from singling out ideolo- 
gies, localities and persons. But 
We are not indifferent to the fresh 
documentation which passes con- 








UNITY, LIBERTY, PEACE 


tinually before Our eyes, and which 
gives evidence of fear, violence, and 
the annulment of the human per- 
son. 

We tell you quite frankly that 
the usual serenity of mind reflected 
on Our face, which cheers Our 
children, conceals the interior tor- 
ment and anguish of Our mind. 
For while We rejoice in the joy of 
some of Our children and can offer 
them comfort, Our mind turns con- 
tinually to those other millions 
upon millions whose fate is un- 
known. We do not know whether 
even an echo ever reached them of 
the words with which We greeted 
all peoples at the beginning of Our 
pontificate and in which We as- 
sured them that their tears touch 
Our heart. 


iil 


We know you, Our _ beloved 
brothers and children, share the 
concern of the Church over this 
weakening of the sound, doctrinal 
concept of liberty, which St. Paul 
illustrated in his letters. And this 
knowledge prompts Us to turn to 
the Lord, inviting you do to the 
same, with more insistent prayer: 
to turn to the Creator and to the 
Divine Redeemer from Whom come 
vigor of faith and perseverance in 
good works. 


A great trinity 


Unity, liberty, and peace: a great 
trinity of words, which, considered 
in light of the splendors of the 
apostolic faith, remains for our 
souls a cause of elevation and of 
fervent human and Christian 
brotherhood. 

As we reach the end of a week 
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of intense prayer for the attain- 
ment of this triple gift, today’s rite 
at the tomb of the Apostle—about 
to be consummated in the mystery 
of the Body and Blood of Christ— 
summons us to the fraternal, unani- 
mous, and pre-eminent charity 
which links us with the sons of so 
many nations, once flourishing in 
the light of the Gospel and now 
suffering indescribable trials. 

To assist in the sound spiritual 
progress of you who are here pres- 
ent or are listening [by radio], 
and to prompt in you the desire to 
share the sufferings of the univer- 
sal Church, We wish to conclude 
with the moving and strong words 
with which the Apostle of the 
Gentiles ended his letter to the 
Romans—to the Romans, in fact, 
of all times, a people honored by 
a privilege which, by the very fact 
that it distinguishes them from 
other peoples, gives them a greater 
obligation in the eyes of the entire - 
world to prayerful cooperation and 
open profession of faith. 

“Now I exhort you, brethren, 
that you watch those who cause 
dissensions and scandals, contrary 
to the doctrine that you have 
learned, and avoid them. For such 
do not serve Christ our Lord but 
their own bellies, and by smooth 
words and flattery deceive the 
hearts of the simple. For your sub- 
mission to the faith has been pub- 
lished everywhere. I rejoice there- 
fore over you. Yet I would have 
you wise as to what is good, and 
guileless as to what is evil. But 
the God of peace will speedily crush 
Satan under your feet. The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you.” (Rom. 16, 17-20.) 
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The Holy Family 


Most beloved brothers and sons, greetings and benediction. On this, 
the first Sunday after the Epiphany, the great Sodality for the Feast of the 
Family invites Us, in accordance with the liturgy of the Church, to invoke the 
protection of the Holy Family of Nazareth upon all the families of Italy. 

It is altogether fitting that the Pope, Who is by divine disposition the 
Father of all, take a lively part in this prayer which is concerned with the 
holiest and purest affections of human and Christian life. He who is now 
speaking to you is the product, just as you are—indeed, as everyone is—of 
a household: it is with heartfelt emotion that he considers how his mind 
was influenced during childhood by the examples of religious piety and 
domestic virtues which were found in that household where he was born. 
Truly, every family which is founded on industry, on mutual respect, and on 
the fear of God, is the strength and sturdiness of villages, cities, and 
nations; it is the nucleus and foundation of every virtue, a defense against 
all danger of corruption, and a wellspring of wholesome and ever fresh 
energies for the well-being of individuals and of civil society. 

And so We salute reverently the hidden splendor of the family of Jesus, 
its treasures of purity, humility, and sacrifice, the trials and sufferings which 
it accepted and endured. And in the light of Nazareth Our mind searches 
out with special anxiety those numerous families which, because of their 
fidelity to the law of God, not infrequently meet with sufferings and priva- 
tions the like of which are unknown or little reckoned by others. We think 
likewise of those families which, through lack of means, of employment, or of 
health, live in constant and anxious distress. For all these suffering children, 
and also for the more secure and serene families (whom We urge to help those 
others with Christian solicitude) Our fervent prayers ascend to Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph, that the fullness of both heavenly grace and earthly consola- 
tion may be poured out over them all. Our solicitude goes out likewise to 
all the young men and women who foster in their hearts the desire to enkindle 
a hearth-fire of their own, and to begin their own family. Serious difficulties 
sometimes stand in their way, and these, too, poignantly distress Our heart. 

And now, dear brothers and sons, let us pray together. The Angelus is 
the sweetest prayer of our ancient and good families. Let us recite it with 
affection and fervor, having in mind all the families of Italy which are united 
with us in spirit. 

We shall follow that prayer with Our fatherly and Apostolic Blessing; 
may it be for everyone a source of encouragement and joy. 

—John XXIll. To the ‘Family 
Front." January |!, 1959. 








Three Popes: Peter, Pius X, John XXIll 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to a Pilgrimage from Venice 


Figli dilettissimi 


ELOVED Children of Venice! 

Your presence here to greet 

me, over four months from 
the day I left you to assume the 
new task which Jesus Christ has 
imposed upon me as shepherd of 
the Universal Church, moves me 
deeply. 

In seeing you again after my 
first experiences in office, it is only 
natural that my heart should be 
filled with tenderness; you will un- 
derstand me, I am sure, without 
asking me for further verbal ef- 
fusions. 

Our Lord, who directed every 
step of my humble life, has led me 
here in these, my last years, before 
receiving me, as I hope, into a 
blessed eternity. 

Blessed be the Lord! And may 
you all bless Him with me, my chil- 
dren of dear Venice. 


Three popes 


I should like to consider your pil- 
grimage from your lovely lagoons 
to these banks of the Tiber as an 
act of homage to the sacred person 
of three popes, whose names re- 
main especially connected with 
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Venice, Queen of the Adriatic, ruler 
of the seas for century after cen- 
tury of her glorious history, an 
eternally fascinating city and a 
shining center of attraction to peo- 
ples from all parts of the world. 

These three popes are: St. Peter, 
St. Pius, John XXIII. The first 
pope of the Holy Church of Christ, 
the Prince of the Apostles, was 
bound by such close spiritual ties 
to the main patron saint of Venice 
—I mean to our St. Mark the Evan- 
gelist—that he called him son: Sa- 
lutat vos Marcus, filius meus [I 
bring you greetings from Mark, my 
son]. The second one is St. Pius, 
who was transferred here from the 
patriarchal chair of Venice, and 
shone in the light of his sanctity 
and of his universal mission, and 
was finally laid to rest under the 
vaults of this basilica, near the 
sacred tombs of the apostles, the 
martyrs, and the popes of all cen- 
turies. The third is your former 
Patriarch, who is speaking to you 
now. Divine Providence condes- 
cended to count him as the most re- 
cent addition in the succession of 
the Servants of the Servants of 
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God—servus servorum Dei—and 
deigned to bestow upon him, un- 
worthy as he was, the great honor 
of ruling over the whole Christian 
flock scattered in toto orbe terra- 
rum [over the whole earth], as 
he professes in the Canon of the 
Mass. 

And it is from these three fig- 
ures, who are still living—two in 
the glory of Heaven and one in the 
course of this earthly life—that I 
should like to draw three encour- 
aging and invaluable rules for your 
spiritual progress in the Christian 
way to perfection. 


I 


First of all, Beloved Children of 
Venice, be faithful to the Church, 
one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. 
Jesus Christ did not establish many 
churches, but only one Church, 
which is neither the Venetian, nor 
the Milanese, nor the French, nor 
the Greek, nor the Slavic Church— 
to use the names of various na- 
tions—but the one apostolic and 
universal Church. 


The Church of Rome 


Yes, this is the Church of Rome: 
true mother of all peoples: magni- 
ficent in the variety of her rites 
and in her usage of different 
tongues, magnificent in the liturgi- 
cal developments of various times 
and among various peoples, but 
always with a single flame of faith 
and discipline, of order and sacred 
organization. It was St. Ambrose 
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who said: Ubi Petrus ibi Ecclesia 
[Where Peter is, there is the 
Church]. This phrase was right- 
ly applied by St. Peter Damian to 
the people placed under the pro- 
tection of St. Mark, disciple and 
son of St. Peter: Ubi Marcus, ibi 
Petrus [Where Mark is, there is 
Peter]. Where St. Mark’s family 
is, there is the Church. Therefore, 
let us not have any divisions, or 
subdivisions. All of us live under 
the same sky and are Catholics in 
the same way. This was the Divine 
Founder’s intention; this was His 
will; this was His last wish in the 
hour of His sacrifice: O Father, I 
beg this of you ut unum sint [that 
they may be one]. 

The principle of the unity of all 
the Churches among themselves is 
the sacred bond which insures the 
permanence of Christ’s heritage 
over the centuries. We are all 
united with the first Apostle of our 
Lord according to the emblem en- 
graved upon the episcopal seal of 
a great Bishop of the early Church: 
Cum Petro pugnare et cum Petro 
regnare [Fight together with Peter 
and reign together with Peter]. 


The faith of Venice 


I know so well the sheep and 
the lambs of my Venetian flock 
that I can vouch for the serious- 
ness of their faith and of their 
religious profession. 

In the stormy days of old, when 
the wind was blowing over the sea, 


Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 16-17, 1959. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Louciana G. M. Rose. 
This is an address delivered by Pope John XXill to pilgrims from Venice immediately 


after he had celebrated Mass for them at the papal altar in the Vatican Basilica. 
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threatening the reeds, there was 
reason to believe that some stems 
would bend here and there; but 
less so in Venice than elsewhere. 
There the population always re- 
mained steadfast in its loyalty to 
the Apostolic See of Rome, and was 
able to scan the boundless horizon 
with a staunch eye and warm love. 

So be it forever. I remember the 
Feast of Corpus Christi last year, 
which was celebrated with a pro- 
cession in St. Mark’s Square. Nor- 
man Cardinal Gilroy, Archbishop 
of Sydney, was with us. To him I 
gave the honor of carrying the 
Host. That Prelate was extraordi- 
narily moved. The sight of the peo- 
ple’s piety affected him so strongly 
that he mentioned it again when we 
met at the entrance of the Con- 
clave. Venice and Sydney: two 
places on the opposite sides of the 
earth; two landscapes among the 
most beautiful and impressive in 
the world, united in one single 
song of faith, of homage paid 
to God, of glory. An unforgettable 
and encouraging sight! 


Il 


The other Pope, well known to 
the piety of the people of Venice, 
was Pope Pius X, the most illus- 
trious Patriarch since St. Law- 
rence Justinian, who was the 
first. Your fathers knew him well 
and are still blessing his beloved 
name. 


St. Pius X 


This Basilica of St. Peter now 
shelters his glorious Body and, in 
order to keep a promise which he 
made during his lifetime, next Ap- 
ril this Body will be taken to Ven- 
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ice, under the golden vaults of the 
Basilica which used to be his cathe- 
dral, to become an object of vener- 
ation to the sons and daughters of 
those who knew him and loved him 
well. The rendering of these hon- 
ors should turn into a triumph, 
even though they will have to be 
confined to a few weeks. Your visit 
today, Beloved Sons of Venice, is 
meant as a kind of gentle reminder 
that the late Patriarch is to be 
taken back to his place of birth, a 
land made so illustrious by the 
memories of his holiness. 

Holiness and true greatness 
rightly belong to Pius X, as shown 
in the performance of his pastoral 
ministry during the years of his 
Venetian patriarchate, and in the 
magnificent way in which he com- 
bined depth of scholarship and so- 
licitude in the care of souls on the 
Chair of St. Peter, where his name 
shone, and still shines, in endless 
glory. 


A fourfold duty 


For the eternal edification of 
souls, I should like to emphasize 
the fourfold fervor with which he 
performed his pastoral office: 

(1) through the popularized, and 
yet solid and methodical, teaching 
of sacred doctrine to younger gen- 
erations and to members of the dif- 
ferent classes of society; 

(2) through devotion to the Eu- 
charist, carried to unexpected and 
prodigious lengths, to provide di- 
vine nourishment to the souls and 
families of the members of the 
whole Church; 

(3) through a re-organization of 
ecclesiastical discipline by means 
of legislation in keeping with the 
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dynamic spirit of the time, and 
open to revisions according to the 
ever changing conditions created 
by the feverish intellectual and 
physical activity which character- 
izes the modern age; 

(4) lastly, through the affirma- 
tion—which often appeared to be 
heroic—of the sacred principles 
of freedom, and of the truth re- 
vealed through the Church and the 
Gospel of Christ, that truth which 
he wanted to prevail without taint 
of error or evil. 

To return together to this heri- 
tage of doctrine and discipline is to 
insure the true spiritual well-being 
which is the foundation of all 
progress, even within the tem- 
poral order of our life on this earth. 

This is the reason why an ex- 
tended and intensified devotion to 
Pius X must become an assumed 
obligation and a part of the life and 
the practical activity of every good 
Venetian. It will bring him conso- 
lation and success, and blessings 
upon his family now and in the fu- 
ture. 

iil 

The third Pope, whom you came 
to see with a view to paying hom- 
age to his person, is still the same 
humble man, priest, and pastor who 
introduced, and so described him- 
self in St. Mark’s on the evening of 
March 15 six years ago, when he 
started his ministry among you. 


“The secret of Our life” 
I too shall say in the words of 
the Psalm: Dextera tua sustentavit 


me et sollicitudo tua grandem me 
fecit: “Thy right hand has sus- 
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tained me, and thy care has made 
me great” (Ps. 17). 

This is the secret of my life. Do 
not seek further explanations. I 
have always been familiar with the 
phrase of St. Gregory of Nazian- 
zus: Non voluntas nostra, sed vol- 
untas Dei pax nostra: “Not our 
will, but God’s will, is our peace.” 

I entered Venice on Laetare 
Sunday. What a consolation it is 
for me to repeat these sentiments 
on Passion Sunday! Joy and suf- 
fering are both a reason for serene 
contentment, in the will and by vir- 
tue of our Lord Jesus, whose teach- 
ings and example are the light and 
comfort of our pilgrimage on earth, 
and of the intimate union of the 
human and the divine nature in 
man. 

Beloved Children of Venice! I 
thank you once more for your visit. 
I think of those of you who are 
present in spirit; I think, and 
pray for, and will always pray for 
each and every one of you, also re- 
membering those who crossed to 
the opposite bank and there happily 
wait for us to join them. 

I do not know how long God 
will allow me to work for Him and 
to serve Him in the person of His 
servants, today’s enormous flock of 
Christians, and I am not anxious to 
know. I wish to assure you, how- 
ever, that I am always ready to 
live and ready to die. 

As I regard you, dear Vene- 
tians, I wish to assure you that 
I do not intend to give up my 
fatherhood of each and every one 
of you, for this relationship brings 
me a serene and tranquil joy which 
will last as long as I live and be- 
yond. 








THREE 


In last Friday’s breviary I re- 
cited and enjoyed Psalm 105, which 
begins with an admonition and a 
wish, addressed both to you and 
to me. It gives me pleasure to re- 
peat its precious words, which are 
filled with joyous calm, abandon- 
ment, and peace: 

“Praise ye the Lord, for he is 
good, for his mercy endures for- 
ever. ... Blessed are they who keep 
his commandments, who do what is 
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people; visit me with thy aid, that 
I may delight in the happiness of 
thy chosen ones, that I may rejoice 
in the joy of thy people, that I may 
glory with thy inheritance.” 

O Venice! O people of Venice, 
always most dear to my heart: 
Gaudeam de gaudio populi tui: ut 
glorier cum hereditate tua [I re- 
joice in the happiness of your 
people, in order that I can glory 


just at all times! Be mindfulofme, with your inheritance]. Amen, 
O Lord, in thy kindness unto thy Amen. 

a) 

aa 


Patriotism 


. . . Today you sometimes meet citizens who are almost afraid to show 
any particular devotion to their country. As if a love for your own land 
has to mean a contempt for all other lands; as if the natural desire to see 
your own country beautiful, internally prosperous, and esteemed and respected 
by others, must inevitably lead to a hostility toward other peoples! There 
are even some people who are trying to get away from using the word 
"fatherland" and attempting to substitute other terms that are, they believe, 


more adapted to our times, 


Surely, beloved sons, We must say that this diminished love for the father- 
land—the largest family given to us by God—is one more sign, and not the 
least important, of a loss of direction on the part of modern men. . . .* 

—Pius XII. To the people of Le Marche. March 23, 1958. 








Three Brief Messages 
of Pope John XXIll 


On the Epistle to the Romans 


To Our Venerable Brother, Joseph Cardinal Pizzardo, Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation of Seminaries and Universities. Venerable Brother, Greeting 
and Apostolic Benediction! 

In Our estimation, the plan which you recently mentioned to Us in your 
devoted letter seems very praiseworthy: that the members of the Pontifical 
Theological Roman Academy, under your leadership, Venerable Brother, should 
mark with solemn celebration and meetings the nineteen centuries which have 
passed from the time when St. Paul sent the Epistle to the Romans. 

In the judgment of learned men the anniversary of this illustrious event 
actually fell during the year just passed. But the unexpected and momentous 
events which took place toward the end of the year certainly prompted that 
the commemoration should be put off until a more quiet time. 

The second prince of the Apostles, the teacher of the Gentiles, always 
serious, exalted, and sublime in his style, pours forth the heavenly riches in 
which his heart so abounded that one fittingly recalls the praise of St. John 
Chrysostom: ‘The Pauline Epistles are mines and fountains of the Spirit: mines, 
because they furnish riches more precious than any gold; fountains, because 
they never fail; however much you drink from them, so much and more again 
flows in.'' (De verbis Apostoli; habentes eundem Spiritum, Sermo III; Migne, 
P.G.51, 291) 

But nowhere so much as in his letter to the Romans does he excel for 
the vastness of the divine revelation he discloses, for the depth of his observa- 
tions, for the heavenly inspiration and solid precepts of -his moral principles, 
for the fullness of his burning eloquence—te such an extent that in the Sacred 
Scriptures of the New Law this epistle holds an especially honored place. 
Indeed, it is an epitome of the whole teaching of the Apostle, it is the 
foundation of Christian theology, the dispeller of darkness, a shining light- 
house pointing out as it were to succeeding ages the way of salvation. 

Whom, above all, does it befit to cherish and honor with love and veneration 
this document of Apostolic teaching more than the Romans to whom the 
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deaconess, Phoebe, setting out from Cenchrae (cfr. Rom. 16, 1}, brought this 
letter as if it were a treasure of unspeakable value? 

We strongly wish, therefore, that the centenary celebration which is tak- 
ing place may urge and quicken the talents of theological readers to a 
deeper explanation of what the Apostle teaches therein, and that, from an 
interpretation accommodated to the understanding of the faithful, there may 
flow a deep draught of doctrine so that the faith (cfr. Rom. |, 8) preached 
in the whole world by the mouth of the Apostle may flourish with renewed 
vigor because of the example set by Rome. 

That this may be the happy result, continuous efforts must be made not 
only to think correctly but to act with fortitude and holiness, since the Christian 
faith is a root from which fruits consistent with it should grow. Among which, 
may those shine forth the brightest which Christian humility, the companion 
of love, nourishes: ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. 
Be of one mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, 
but condescend to the lowly'’ (Rom. 12, 15-16). 

We therefore praise this project by which, to the honor of St. Paul the 
Apostle who wrote the Epistle to the Romans, you are undertaking to pay 
as it were in friendly rivalry the debt of a grateful heart. As an incentive 
to greater progress every day in wisdom and love, We lovingly impart to 
you, Venerable Brother, to the moderator and members of the Pontifical 
Theological Roman Academy, and to all who will take part in this commemora- 
tion, the Apostolic Benediction. 

Given at Rome; from St. Peter's, on the 14th of January, 1959, the first year 
of Our Pontificate. 

loannes PP. XXIll 


Prayers for China 


Vividly present before Our eyes and in Our heart is the picture of faith 
and devotion which the beloved children of Our Diocese of Rome have 
shown to Us. It is a picture We have seen amidst the splendor of the 
Vatican basilica. It is one we saw in the affection and veneration shown to 
Us in recent days as We were paying the tribute of Our devotion at other 
basilicas and fulfilling pastoral functions very close to Our heart. 

Thus We intend to bring to Our soul and—We feel sure—to the faith- 
ful of Rome, the consolation of gathering in prayer and expiation for the 
brothers in the faith who in some countries undergo suffering and abuse for 
the Holy Name of Jesus, and, among these, especially for the Catholics 
of China. 

You well know, Your Eminence, that, from the time that Divine Providence 
raised Us to the very lofty responsibility of being His Vicar on earth, We, on 
various occasions which drew worldwide attention, have cited the anxiety 
and fear that is in Our heart for the fate of all Our children who unjustly 
suffer persecution. 
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As We said in the allocution at Our first consistory, We are daily grieved 
in @ special manner at the thought of the condition—so difficult and grave— 
of the Chinese clergy and faithful, who are exposed not only to painful and 
prolonged hardship, but directly to the very grave danger of a disastrous 
schism. We wish there were no need to use this painful word. However, 
We have been forced to do so by sad reality, since, as We said before, the 
Supreme Pastor cannot remain silent and idle in the face of the threatened 
loss of a chosen portion of his flock, a portion so rich in its ancient and 
most noble culture and in its exquisite gentleness of soul. 


In giving Our assurance that each day Our prayers would be raised to the 
Omnipotent that He protect these faithful from the dreaded misfor- 
tune of separation from this Apostolic See, We also asked Our brothers in 
the episcopacy to promote among their faithful special services of supplica- 
tion and propitiation. With great confidence We now turn for the same 
purpose to the beloved children of Our diocese, which is so close to Our 
heart and always shares so sensitively with Us the joys and sorrows of the 
entire Church. We turn to them in order that an example might again be 
set by that diocese in this holy competition in prayer. 


Therefore, we wish that on next January 25, the day on which the Roman 
liturgy recalls the conversion of St. Paul and on which a dear and providential 
custom concludes the octave of prayer for the unity of the Church, the Dio- 
cese of Rome gather with Us at the Basilica of Ostia, which holds the remains 
of the great Apostle of the Nations, to give a dutiful testimony of solicitude 
and solidarity on behalf of our Chinese brethren. Fervent supplications will 
be raised to heaven to invoke comfort for the sufferers; acts of penitence and 
expiation will be offered up to our Lord in reparation for the trampling of 
divine rights and to remove from those communities every turbulent threat, 
“ut per totum mundum sit castae communionis integritas" (St. Leo the 
Great, Epistle LXXX, PL 54,913). 

Thus united around their Pastor, Romans will experience in a more lively 
manner the truth, divinely proclaimed to Saul on the road to Damascus, that 
whenever a Christian is put to a harsh test, it is Christ who suffers anew. 
They will give through prayer a concrete sign of the sweet ties that bind 
together the different parts of the one Mystical Body; their gesture will serve 
to comfort and encourage the Chinese Catholic brethren to persevere in 
love of Christ and of his Church. 

In expectation of this desired meeting of the faithful of Rome at the 
Basilica of St. Paul, We are happy to impart the apostolic blessing to 
Your Eminence, to your aides, and to Our beloved children of the city. 


—John XXIll. Letter to Clemente 
Cardinal Micara, January 12, 1959, 
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Ash Wednesday 


Beloved sons: Today's Angelus Domini here in St. Peter's Square takes on 
a special significance: it is a greeting to the Blessed Mary, Mother of Jesus, 
and our Mother, on the exact date of the centenary of the apparitions at 
Lourdes. The liturgy of the Church does not allow a more festive celebration 
because today is the first day of Lent: this is Ash Wednesday. We will 
confide in you that We ourselves this morning, before saying Mass, bowed 
Our head to receive the mark of humiliation and penance. 

The Feast of the Virgin of Lourdes will be celebrated in the churches during 
the next days, and We will close the centenary celebrations on the |8th of 
this month with a radio message. 

But the start of Lent is also a reminder of Lourdes, for the Blessed Virgin 
first appeared on Shrove Tuesday. The penance theme continued to occur 
in her subsequent manifestations, conveyed by her appearance or by the 
words which she uttered and Bernadette Soubirous repeated. During the 
eighth apparition, on February 27, the girl repeated three times, weeping: 
Penance, penance, penance. 

Beloved sons! This is a geat teaching that has lasting value for us! 

Today is also a very happy day for sons of Italy: it is the day on which the 
Lateran treaty was signed. 

Be of good cheer, my sons. We are pleased to repeat—for it is appro- 
priate today—the last invocation of Pius XI, written a few hours before his 
death: "Rejoice, Princes of the Apostles, in this memorable day which com- 
memorates God's gift to Italy and Italy's gift to God, a happy omen of a more 
luminous future. 

"Prophesy the steadfastness of this Italy in the faith which you preached 
and sealed with your blood! Prophesy the prosperity and the honor—espe- 
cially the honor—of a people conscious of their dignity and of their human 
and Christian responsibility! Prophesy order, tranquillity, and peace, peace, 
peace, for this world of ours, which, although seemingly seized by a murderous 
and suicidal armament folly, still yearns for peace, in any event, and to- 
gether with Us,-confidently asks the God of Peace for it." 

Especially on this | |th day of February, an all-embracing blessing radiates 
from this colonnade and beyond its limits: may the eye of the Father see, 
from this His house, all the sons of Rome, the sons of Italy, and the sons of all 
nations, united in happiness and united in trusting to the intercession of the 
Immaculate Virgin to obtain for them graces in Heaven and consolations 
on this earth." 

—John XXIII. To the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square. 


February |1, 1959. 











The Motu Proprio: Boni Pastoris 


A Motu Proprio of Pope John XXIill on the Pontifical 
Commission for Motion Pictures, Radio, and Television 


Boni Pastoris 


T THE start of Our Pontificate 
We stated that it was “Our 
particular intention” to be- 

come a Good Shepherd of the 
Lord’s entire flock (cfr. AAS 50 
[1958] 886). This responsibility 
bids Us to attend constantly to 
the needs of the Church, and to 
heed with particular care all those 
aspects of modern progress which 
affect the spiritual life of man. 
Among these matters an important 
place must be awarded to radio, 
television, and motion pictures. 


A counsel of Pius XII 


In his Encyclicals and discourses 
Our Predecessor of deathless mem- 
ory, Pope Pius XII, often coun- 
selled Christians and all well-in- 
tentioned men on their serious duty 
to use these wonderful products of 
technology in the manner intended 
by a Provident God and befitting 
the dignity of man, whom they are 
meant to serve. 

Thus Our Predecessor “decided 
to establish a special Commission 
in the Roman Curia” (AAS 49 
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[1957] 768) to which he entrusted 
the faithful accomplishment of the 
orders and instructions laid down 
in the Encyclical Miranda prorsus 
with regard to faith, morals, and 
Church discipline in the fields of ra- 
dio, television, and motion pictures 
(ibid., p. 805). 

As a result of Our reflection on 
the serious problems which these 
audio-visual media pose for public 
morals, the communication of 
thought, and the education of youth 
—since minds are often greatly 
swayed by these devices—We wish 
to reiterate and réinforce the coun- 
sels and commands of Our Prede- 
cessor, and to do Our best to turn 
into real aids of truth and goodness 
these tools that a good God has 
given to man. For it is obvious that 
motion pictures, radio, and televi- 
sion can spread and popularize a 
deeper human culture, real art, and, 
above all, truth. 

When We were Patriarch of Ven- 
ice We had occasion at times to de- 
liver paternal exhortations to 
groups of men employed in the mo- 
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tion picture industry. And since 
God has in the mysterious designs 
of His Providence raised Us to the 
See of Peter We have given evi- 
dence of Our good will toward those 
with positions of responsibility in 
radio, television, and motion pic- 
tures (cf. Letter +17 of the Secre- 
tary of State, November 4, 1958, to 
the President of the Pontifical Com- 
mission for Motion Pictures, Radio, 
and Television), and We have taken 
every opportunity to exhort them 
to conform their work to the ideal 
of Christian nobility that is pro- 
posed to them. 


Moral dangers 


But We must, unfortunately, still 
deplore the dangers and obstacles 
to morals which often arise from 
radio, television, and motion-pic- 
ture performances that subvert 
Christian morals and human dig- 
nity. 

And so, in paternal fashion, We 
exhort again and again those who 
are responsible for these programs 
and performances: may they follow 
the dictates of a right and sound 
conscience, as becomes men bound 
by a serious duty to improve their 
fellows. 

We also instruct Our Venerable 
Brethren, the Bishops and Arch- 
bishops, to give vigilant, careful at- 
tention to the various forms of the 
apostolate that were counseled by 
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the Encyclical Miranda prorsus, es- 
pecially to the National Office which 
is to be established in each country 
to direct and coordinate the activi- 
ties of Catholics in motion pctures, 
radio, and television (cfr. AAS 49 
[1957] 783-84). Among these 
works We particularly commend 
those which improve morals and 
advance culture, such as the show- 
ing and discussion of motion pic- 
tures of unusual artistic merit and 
moral value. 


A new set of norms 


Since, however, the very nature 
of these communication media re- 
quires—even as regards the rights 
and the authority of the Apostolic 
See—that there be a certain unity 
of direction and activity, We, motu 
proprio, after explicit inquiry and 
serious reflection, with the fullness 
of Our Apostolic authority, by vir- 
tue of this document and in per- 
petuity, establish these norms by 
which the Pontifical Commission on 
Motion Pictures, Radio, and Televi- 
sion is to be bound in performing 
its duties, and We thus modify the 
directives contained in the statutes 
presently in force for this Commis- 
sion (cfr. AAS 49 [1957] 783-84). 

Thus We decree and define that 
the Pontifical Commission for Mo- 
tion Pictures, Radio, and Televi- 
sion is to be a permanent and con- 
tinuing Office of the Apostolic See, 


Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 11, 1959. Latin text. Translation prepared 


for The Pope Speaks by Martin F. Connor. 


This is a “motu proprio” laying down norms to govern a Pontifical Commission for 
Motion Pictures, Radio, and Television. It puts into effect various instructions given 
by Pope Pius XII in his Encyclical “Miranda prorsus.” (An English translation of this 
Encyclical appears in TPS (Winter 1957-58) v. 4, no. 3, pp. 319 and ff.) 

By “motu proprio” is meant a document drawn up by the pope on his own initiative. 
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whose function will be to examine 
various questions concerning mo- 
tion pictures, radio, and television, 
to give assistance and guidance ac- 
cording to the directions and norms 
of the Encyclical Miranda prorsus 
and of such other instructions as 
shall henceforth issue from the 
Apostolic See. 


Duties of the Commission 


The following, therefore, are in- 
cluded among the Commission’s du- 
ties: It is to know the trends and 
actual character of motion pictures, 
radio shows, television perform- 
ances. It is to guide and assist the 
work of international Catholic or- 
ganizations and of the ecclesiasti- 
cal National Offices which deal 
with motion pictures, radio, and 
television—especially as regards 
the moral classification of films; 
radio and television programs in- 
tended to spread religion; and the 
instruction of the faithful, especial- 
ly the young, on the Christian 
duties which oblige them in con- 
science with regard to these pro- 
grams (cfr. AAS 49 [1957] 780 
ff.). And, finally, it is to com- 
municate with the Congregations 
and Offices of the Apostolic See, 
with episcopal conferences and in- 
dividual local ordinaries, on the 
many difficult problems of this sort. 
However, the Sacred Congregations 
of the Roman Curia and the other 
Offices of the Apostolic See shall 
seek the advice of this Office before 
issuing any decisions, orders, or au- 
thorizations in matters pertaining 
to motion pictures, radio, and tele- 
vision; and they shall inform this 
Commission of any orders they is- 
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sue in accord with their own proper 
authority. 


Organization of the Commission 


There shall be a President of the 
Pontifical Commission for Motion 
Pictures, Radio, and Television, and 
every six months he shall report on 
the activities of the Commission. 

Members of the Commission are: 
the Assessors and Secretaries of the 
Sacred Congregations — of the 
Holy Office; the Consistorial; for 
the Oriental Church; of the Coun- 
cil; for Religious ; for the Propaga- 
tion of the Faith; for Seminaries 
and Universities—and the Substi- 
tute Secretary of State. Other 
members may be named according 
to Our pleasure. 

The President will be assisted in 
his work by a Secretary to the Com- 
mission and by other officials (cfr. 
AAS 43 [1951] appendix to fasci- 
cle 8, page 31). 

The Commission is also to be as- 
sisted by a board of advisors ap- 
pointed by the Apostolic See; its 


‘members shall be men preeminently 


qualified in the apostolate of motion 
pictures, radio, and television. 

To the Commission is entrusted 
the Vatican Motion Picture Li- 
brary, which We wish to establish 
for the collection of films that are 
of interest to the Apostolic See. 

Finally, the Commission shall 
have its offices in Vatican City and 
shall be a part of Our Secretariat 
of State. 

Anything to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

We are pleased to bless with all 
Our heart the works and undertak- 
ings of this Pontifical Commission 
for Motion Pictures, Radio, and 
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Television, whose accomplishments 
We have approved in the past. 

All this We decree and establish, 
declaring that the present docu- 
ment is to be and remain perma- 
nent, valid, and effective; that it 
is to have its full and entire effect; 
that it is to be followed now and 
in the future by those to whom it 
pertains or may pertain; that all be 
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whatever authority, knowingly or 
through ignorance attempts to hold 
anything contrary to these things, 
that his attempt be null and void 
from this moment. 

Given at Rome, in Saint Peter’s, 
under the ring of the’ Fisherman, 
on the 22nd of February, in the 
year 1959, the first of Our Pontifi- 
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accord with it; that if anyone, with Ioannes PP. XXIII 
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Greetings to France 


We are happy to take this opportunity, so kindly offered to Us, to direct 
Our most cordial and paternal greetings to Our dear France. She remains 
as close to Our spirit as she was during the long and happy years of Our 
life when We were there in person. 

Dear sons, let the Pope of today thank all those among you who welcomed 
the Apostolic Nuncio of yesterday so cordially, and express to everyone the 
unforgettable recollections that He keeps of his sojourn in your country. 

And, since we are still in the season of greetings for the new year, We 
send you, with ae father's affection, Our very warm wishes for happiness for 
your persons and your homes, achieved through regard for the laws of God; 
wishes for prosperity for your great and hard-working country, through an 
active and generous service for the common good! And to those who are 
suffering, to those who are weeping, to those who are in great travail—and 
who. perhaps at this moment are casting a confident glance toward the 
Vicar of Jesus Christ—We wish to communicate the comfort of Our special 
solicitude and the assurance of Our prayers. 

But it is toward God that we must now turn together, and We beg you 
all to pray with Us. By the intercession of the Immaculate Virgin, in this jubilee 
year of Lourdes, may God, all-powerful and full of mercy, shower His most 
abundant graces upon your dear country, upon the Church, upon the whole 
society of nations. 

—John XXIll. To the people of France. January 9, 1959. 








Celebration in Vietnam 


A Letter of Pope John XXIll to the Vicars Apostolic of Vietnam 


Animo Nostro valde 


O Our Venerable Brethren, the 

Vicars Apostolic of the Dis- 

trict of Vietnam, greetings 
and Apostolic Benediction. 

In these early days of Our 
Supreme Pontificate We highly ap- 
prove and take special joy in the 
plans which you, with inspired and 
devoted prayers, made at your 
annual episcopal meeting to hold 
a Marian Congress in the city of 
Saigon during the coming month 
of February and to call together 
for this occasion the Vietnamese 
children of the Catholic Church. 
You have a two-fold reason: to 
close in festive manner the cen- 
tenary solemnities commemorating 
the marvelous apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, in the 
Lourdes Grotto; and to recall the 
three centuries which have passed 
since the first Vicariates Apostolic 
were established in the territories 
of your country. 


Devotion to Mary 


The observance of such religious 
devotion to the Virgin Mother of 
God, the Queen of holy enterprises, 
will have several effects. It will 
show by its display of public 
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testimony that the faithful who 
have been entrusted to your care 
consider themselves her debtors 
because of the innumerable gifts 
which they have obtained through 
her maternal intercession. It will 
also draw them, full of trust, to 
the throne of her mercy, so that 
they may obtain new heavenly 
benefits, especially the one that is 
at present most desired and favor- 
ed—the restoration of a_ solid 
peace. 


A third centenary 


Moreover, the celebration of the 
third centenary of the appointment 
of the first Vicar Apostolic clearly 
proves that Vietnamese Catholics 
highly esteem the gift of their 
Christian faith—a gift consecrated 
by the blood of many native 
martyrs. They esteem it as a gift 
of great value, to which no jewel 
compares, as a gift bestowed by 
God from Whom is “every good 
gift and every perfect gift” (James 
PD ye 

And so, with grateful hearts, 
your people recall the work and 
sufferings, sometimes bloody, of 
the laborers for the Gospel of 
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Christ. In great numbers, one after 
another, they have cultivated the 
vineyard of the Lord from that 
day, worthy of perpetual remem- 
brance, on which Our Predecessor 
of happy memory, Alexander VII, 
with far-seeing wisdom, sent into 
Tonkin and Cochin China the first 
two Bishops, Francis Pallu and 
Peter Lambert de la Motte, each an 
immortal ornament and glory of 
the Paris Society of Foreign 
Missions. 

How honorable a road your il- 
lustrious country has_ traveled 
since those beginnings, despite the 
difficult circumstances that often 
arose! Surely the Gospel seed has 
borne a plentiful harvest of sacred 
fruits, although the Vietnamese 
Christians have been oppressed by 
not a few annoyances and adver- 
sities. 

There are in Vietnam almost 
1,500,000 Catholics. Truly the 
Word of God, sown in your land, 
was received in very fertile soil: 
“It fell upon good ground and 
sprang up and yielded fruit a hun- 
dredfold” (Luke 8, 8). 

Your native clergy, in fullfill- 
ment of the desires of the Apostolic 
See, has happily increased under 
the fostering guidance of preachers 
of the Gospel from foreign nations. 
It has advanced in numbers and in 
a praiseworthy disposition of soul 
to such. a degree that it can now 
govern and rule the greatest part 
of your Vicariates Apostolic. 
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A return of thanks 


You are deeply convinced that 
the Providence of God has flowed 
with singular benevolence on the 
Vietnamese people through the 
course of these last centuries. And 
you ‘believe that an accumulation 
of thanks should be rendered to 
Him in return for the bestowal of 
the gift of the Christian faith, by 
which you have been enrolled and 
engrafted in the Church of Christ, 
built “upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets with Christ 
Jesus himself as the chief corner- 
stone” (Ephesians 2, 20). And 
you are moved by pastoral devotion 
and zeal for religion. For all these 
reasons, you have judged it to be 
most appropriate that this event 
be included in your calendar with 
special solemnities, and be com- 
memorated with a solemn and 
splendid observance. 

We congratulate you, therefore, 
on your consideration and under- 
taking of so suitable an enterprise, 
and We offer salutary prayers that 
your faithful Christians may re- 
spond more and more to the gifts 
of heavenly piety and to the voice 
calling them to higher things. We 
also pray that, in the midst of fel- 
low countrymen who are ignorant 
of the true God, the Vietnamese 
Christians may be, as it were, a 
shining beacon of wisdom which 
may avail to enlighten their coun- 
trymen more actively in divine 


Reported in Osservatore Romano, January 31, 1959. Latin text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Sister M. Gratia, S.S.N.D. 

This is a letter of Pope John XXIll to the Vicars Apostolic of Vietnam, discussing a 
Marian Congress to be held in Saigon in connection with the Lourdes centenary and 
the third centenary of the arrival of the first Vicars Apostolic in Vietnam. 
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things and to invite them to enter 
the sheep-fold of Christ. 


Northern Vietnam 


The love of Our paternal heart 
extends to you all and especially to 
the bishops, priests, and faithful of 
the northern section of your coun- 
try who are fulfilling the demands 
of their duty, the profession and 
practice of a Christian life, under 
difficulties whch are not of their 
own choosing. 

We grieve that, for the same 
reason, they cannot take part in 
the solemn celebration you have 
decided upon. Nevertheless, if 
they are compelled to be absent 
from you in body, they will be 
present in spirit and in their pray- 
ers of fraternal joy. Moreover We 
learn—which is indeed a matter of 
great solace to Us—that your 
faithful Christians are tightly 
bound to the Roman Pontiff, to 
their bishops, and to their priests, 
and that they stand firm with 
united strength in preserving and 
guarding their ancestral faith. 
May they remain in these pious 
dispositions, strenuously relying on 
the consoling hope that God will 
soon fulfill His promises and, in 
His justice, reward their proven 
virtue. 

Wherefore, Venerable Brothers, 
We express with devoted affection 
Our feeling of admiration for you 
and for your priests, and for the 
faithful whose salvation you have 
at heart. Our thoughts frequently 
turn to you in ardent prayers 
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which We hopefully pour forth to 
God: “Wherefore, I on my part, 
hearing of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus, and of your love for all the 
saints, do not cease to give thanks 
for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers” (Ephesians 1, 15- 
16). 

We are happy to inform you 
that, for the solemn Marian Con- 
gress which will be celebrated by 
the whole Vietnamese nation, We 
have chosen and appointed as our 
Legate, Our beloved son, Gregory 
Peter Cardinal Agagianian, Pro- 
prefect of the Sacred Congregation 
for the Propagation of the Faith. 
Because of his distinction as a 
wearer of the Roman Purple and 
because of his ability as a gifted 
speaker, he will be both an orna- 
ment and an advantage to your 
noble celebration. We trust that 
the rich religious blessings will 
flow on all who will actively par- 
ticipate; moreover, in order that 
those who cannot be present may 
not lack solace, the Sacred Congre- 
gation for the spread of the Christ- 
ian faith will take care to bestow 
the spiritual favors granted by Our 
zeal and devotion. 

Finally, there remains for Us, 
Venerable Brethren, lovingly to 
impart as a pledge of divine aid, 
to you, and to the priests and faith- 
ful entrusted to you, the Apostolic 
Benediction. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on 
the 25th of January, 1959, the first 
year of Our Pontificate. 

Ioannes PP. XXIII 











The Meaning of Suffering 


An Address of Pope John XXill to a Group of Sick 
and Infirm Persons Gathered in Saint Peter's Basilica 


Siate i benvenuti 


ELCOME, Beloved Chil- 
dren, to the home of the 
Common Father! 

Ever since Divine Providence, 
in pursuing His mysterious de- 
signs, raised Us to the Supreme 
Pontificate, Our thoughts have 
been especially directed to you, be- 
loved sons and daughters, who, in 
your infirmities and afflictions, are 
among those closest to Our heart. 

How often did We feel in Our 
heart the desire to be among you, 
just as Jesus Christ was wont to be 
during His earthly life, in the 
streets of Palestine, and as He con- 
tinues to be now in His Eucharistic 
life, blessing and comforting you, 
drying your tears, and giving you 
hope. 

This is the reason why today We 
especially rejoice in speaking to 
you and in endeavoring to convey 
to you all the tenderness of Our 
affection. 


Heartfelt gratitude 


We would like, first of all, to 
express to you Our heartfelt grati- 
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tude for the gift, more precious 
than any other, which you have 
personally brought to Us: We 
mean the gift of your prayers and 
of your suffering, with which you 
responded to the appeal We ad- 
dressed to all the faithful in order 
to obtain the divine favors needed 
to insure the success of the Roman 
Synod, the Ecumenical Council, 
the revision of the Code of Canon 
Law, and the preparation of the 
Eastern Churches’ Code. 

Thank you! You have proved to 
Us that you are an incomparable 
treasure in the Church of God, and 
an inexhaustible source of spirit- 
ual energy on which the Vicar of 
Christ may rely for the welfare 
and the salvation of mankind. 

May this encounter help you to 
an ever-increasing awareness of 
the sanctity and usefulness of the 
mission which God has entrusted 
to you by reason of your infirmi- 
ties; and may your example be a 
source of light for your numerous 
brothers in suffering. 
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An inheritance of the 
sons of Adam 


Unfortunately, there are many 
who regard any form of physical 
suffering as an evil, and an ab- 
solute evil at that. They have 
forgotten that suffering is the in- 
heritance of the sons of Adam. 
They have forgotten that the only 
real evil is sin, which offends God; 
and they have forgotten that we 
must look up to the cross of Jesus 
Christ in the same spirit in which 
the apostles, the martyrs, and the 
saints looked up to it. They taught 
us, and bore witness, that in the 
cross there is consolation and sal- 
vation, and that we cannot live in 
the love of Christ without suffer- 
ing. 

Thank God, it is not every soul 
that tries to shake off in rebellion 
the burden of suffering. There are 
sick people who understand the 
meaning of suffering, and realize 
the opportunity that is offered to 
them to contribute thereby to the 
salvation of the world; they accept 
their life of sorrow just as Jesus 
Christ accepted His, as Mary on 
the day of her purification, accept- 
ed hers, and as Saint Joseph, her 
faithful and chaste spouse, accept- 
ed his. You, who are now gathered 
here, belong to that chosen group 
of fortunate souls. This is why We 
say to you: Sons and daughters, 
be of good cheer! You are the 
favorites of the Heart of Jesus. 
We can repeat to you the words of 
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St. Paul: “For you have been 
given the favor on Christ’s behalf 
—not only to believe in him, but 
also to suffer for him” (Phil. 1, 
29). 


Look up to the cross 


And what words would then be 
more appropriate than to exhort 
you never to take your eyes off the 
cross of Christ, which the liturgy 
invites us to contemplate in this 
Passion Week? 

Look up to the cross, dear chil- 
dren, in your sufferings! 

In order to derive from your 
meditations on the cross all the 
spiritual fruits which were prom- 
ised to Christian sufferings, you 
must be blessed, first of all, with 
the gift of grace, which is a Chris- 
tian soul’s very life. In God’s grace 
you will find the strength not only 
to accept your sufferings with res- 
ignation, but also to love them as 
the saints did; your sufferings will 
not be wasted, but rather mingled 
with the sufferings of Jesus Christ 
on the cross, with the Virgin 
Mary’s sorrows—Mary, who was 
the most guiltless of all God’s crea- 
tures. Your life will thus perfectly 
conform to the image of the Son of 
God and King of Sorrow, and will 
be a sure road to heaven. 


Salvation of souls 


But there is more to it. The pas- 
sion of Christ will also show 
you the enormous contribution 
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which suffering can make to the 
sanctification of souls and the sal- 
vation of the world. Look up once 
more to your crucified Redeemer! 
By His words and His example He 
taught men; by His miracles He 
helped them; but, first and fore- 
most, He saved the world by His 
passion and crucifixion. Do you 
wish to be like Jesus Christ? Do 
you wish to help Him save more 
souls? Then, if you do, you possess 
in your infirmity an instrument 
which Divine Providence places at 
your disposal in order that you 
might say with St. Paul: “What is 
lacking of the suffering of Christ I 
fill up in my flesh for His body, 
which is the Church.” (Col. 1, 24.) 
’ Here lies the great task ahead 
of those who are suffering—a task 
which generous souls will carry to 
the extreme consequences of heroic 
acceptance and sacrificial offering. 
Nothing is beyond the reach of 
those in this type of apostolate; 
they can extend the benefits of 
redemption to all souls, many of 
whom would not be saved if these 


. apostles had not prayed and suf- 


fered for it. And was not this the 
very thing which Mary Immacu- 
late insisted upon at Lourdes, 
when she asked Saint Bernadette 
for “prayer and penance”? Toil 
and suffering were the first pen- 
ance which God imposed upon 
mankind after it had sinned; just 
as sin causes God’s wrath, by the 
same token the sanctification of 
toil and suffering calls forth God’s 
mercy on the human race. 

Let those who are suffering ful- 
fill this program in their lives ; they 
will never again feel that they are 


333 


alone; they will see the wonderful 
fruits of their spiritual activity in 
heaven, where there are neither 
tears, nor sorrow, nor separation, 
nor the possibility of offending 
God. 

For all these reasons, dear suf- 
fering children, in connection with 
all the intentions We have men- 
tioned in the past, although enlist- 
ing the support of Our co-workers 
and the prayers of all the faithful, 
We are relying particularly on the 
effect of holy suffering, which, in 
union with Christ’s Passion, turns 
the works of man into divine in- 
struments. 


Words of St. Peter 


Beloved children, We now must 
leave you. Before parting from 
you, however, We exhort you with 
the words of St. Peter, the first 
Vicar of Christ: “Beloved, do not 
be startled at the trial by fire that 
is taking place among you to prove 
you, as if something strange were 
happening to you; but rejoice, in 
so far as you are partakers of the 
sufferings of Christ, that you may 
also rejoice with exultation in the 
revelation of His glory.” (1 Peter 
4, 12-13.) 

We hope that Our message will 
reach all of those who are members 
of the “Center for Volunteers in 
Suffering”: let them try to induce 
their brethren in suffering to live 
in this spirit of acceptance and to 
offer up their lives of sorrow. 

We hope that Our message will 
likewise reach all the others who 
are sick, and whom We now gather 
in Our paternal embrace: sons and 
daughters who are hospitalized, 
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who are in sanitariums or nursing 
homes, who lie upon their beds of 
pain in private homes. 

For all of them We pray to Jesus 
Christ, friend of the afflicted; We 
pray to the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
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our most loving Mother, that she 
might comfort them all with her 
smile and cover them with her 
mantle. And to these Our wishes 
and prayers, We add Our Apostolic 
Blessing. 


A ds 


Blood donors 


. . » We are gratified and deeply moved to know that you are engaged in 
a kind of brotherly competition of self-denial and generosity in the very 
noble cause of donating blood, a mission nobler for being hidden from the 
world, which is easily satisfied with showy vanities. This is the reason why 
We are delighted and comforted to see you gathered here about Us. There- 
fore We extend to you Our congratulations and encouragement and ‘We 
tell you that your sacrifice, when it is made in a joyful spirit, not only benefits 
the sick but above all is well received by our Heavenly Father, "who sees in 
secret'’ (Matt. 6, 4), and it will be rewarded by Him "in good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over" (Luke 6, 38). 

We do not hesitate to call your service as blood donors an apostolate. 
Actually, it concerns the corporal and spiritual well-being of your suffering 
neighbor, for whom it is often the irreplaceable anchor of salvation and 


the stimulation to new confidence in Divine Providence. 


So many lives 


saved, so many pains alleviated, so many hopes revived in the silence of 
hospitals for anxiously waiting families! Yours is truly, then, an apostolate. 
But to achieve its perfection it must be rooted and founded in charity, which 
is love of God and of brother. Just as the silent bloodstream gives life, 
coloring, and energy to the whole body, charity, too, the hidden but pul- 
sating, life-giving lymph, makes every good work meritorious and efficacious. 
Without charity acts of heroism would be like sounding brass or tinkling 
cymbals; with charity even a single drop of blood acquires supernatural 


value before God. ... 


—John XXIll. 


To the Italian Association of Volunteer Blood Donors. 


March 8, 1959. 











Marriage and the Family 


A Letter of Pope Pius XII to the World Family Congress 


Dans cette Basilique 


N THE Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart of Montmartre, set high 
above the great city of Paris as 

a symbol of ardent and unceasing 
prayer, you, dear sons and daugh- 
ters from different nations, are as- 
sembled to contribute by your work 
to the welfare of the family in the 
world. 

Your first step was to go up into 
that sanctuary of Eucharistic ado- 
ration to meditate together upon 
the truths of faith from which your 
activity is derived, and to implore 
the attendance of divine grace upon 
your labors. 

At heart We are in your midst. 
May this message be the pledge of 
Our solicitude and of the great im- 
portance that the cause of the fam- 
ily, which you serve, has in Our 
eyes. 


A strong society 


Whoever wishes to build a social 
and civil structure on strong and 
stable foundations must build it on 
a concept of marriage and the fam- 
ily which is in conformity with the 
order established by God. 

As guardian of the truths of the 
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natural law and, at the same time, 
interpreter of the divine revelation 
which confirms and prolongs these 
truths the Church has handed down 
precise teachings of permanent val- 
ue on these questions. 

We Ourselves on many occasions 
have repeated those inviolable 
principles which concern the indis- 
solubility of marriage, its essential 
purposes, the sacred character of 
life and many other moral points 
too often attacked in our day. Dear 
children, go to the clear and pure 
wellsprings of truth. Under the 
direction of the Master, collect the 
divine words which shall never 
pass away. Elevate your hearts 
and your thoughts on this evening 
of prayer. 


True perspectives 


For it is from these pinnacles of 
certain and unchanging truth that 
you will discover the true perspec- 
tive in which you can clarify suc- 
cessfully the problems faced by 
the family in today’s world. For 
many reasons, the stability of the 
home is often compromised. In 
many cases, living conditions are 
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difficult. The magnificent mission 
of married couples—a mission not 
exempt from sacrifices—is far 
from being understood by all; and 
the children are unfortunately the 
first victims of this state of affairs. 

You will pray and you will work, 
dear children, so that ways may be 
found and opportunities offered 
which will permit the greatest pos- 
sible number to enjoy a healthy and 
fruitful union and an upright and 
happy family life in which the 
demands of morality are not sacri- 
ficed for the satisfaction of individ- 
ual pleasure or for the enjoyment 
of material comforts. And you will 
set your hearts on becoming exam- 
ples of fidelity to this Christian 
ideal. 


True interests of the family 


God grant that men of good will, 
who desire to serve the true inter- 
ests of the family in the world, may 
bring it the support of public opin- 
ion and favorable legislation. 

Where the family prospers and 
is still honored, it should be pro- 
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tected against all that tends to dis- 
integrate it. Where circumstances 
endanger the family’s existence, it 
must be reestablished in its rights 
and proper functions. Wherever 
problems of contemporary life 
threaten to disturb its equilibrium, 
it must receive the timely support 
of public authority for the well- 
being of society; but this support 
must always respect the true char- 
acter of this natural institution 
that was elevated by our Lord to 
sacramental dignity. 

You, the mothers and fathers of 
Catholic families, militant members 
of the family organizations of your 
respective countries, will make an 
effective contribution to this com- 
mon goal. 

Joyous in the knowledge that you 
are solemnly preparing yourselves 
on this feast of the Sacred Heart to 
do better service to the cause of 
the family by meditating on the 
riches of the Heart of Jesus, ‘the 
source of life and sanctity,” We 
grant you all Our most paternal 
Apostolic Blessing. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, June 16-17, 1958. French text. Translation by 


TPS staff. 
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The Catholic School Today 


An Address of Pope Pius XII to the Third General Assembly 
of the International Office of Catholic Teaching 


La troisiéme Assemblée 


HE Third General Assembly 

of the International Office of 

Catholic Teaching brings you 
together, dear children, and affords 
Us the opportunity to grant this 
audience which you have earnestly 
requested. 

We respond to your desire with 
all Our heart and thus support with 
Our encouragement the efforts you 
have exerted to found and develop 
your Office. 


Catholics and their schools 


Catholics of today, even more 
than those of yesterday, attach 
great importance to education. 
Wherever the faith takes root, 
schools of all types soon arise— 
kindergartens, grade schools, sec- 
ondary schools, and universities 
embracing all branches of learning. 

Ecclesiastical authorities are 
anxious to form an elite as soon as 
possible and to facilitate the spread 
of Christian culture. Aided by the 
admirable devotion of lay teachers 
and by the financial support of 
Christian people, they make every 
effort that all young baptized per- 
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sons might receive in Christian in- 
stitutions the religious and intel- 
lectual formation which they need. 
But their efforts are often car- 
ried out in a disorganized way, ac- 
cording to the needs of the moment 
and the impulses of generous en- 
thusiasm, without that rational ex- 
amination of the situation which is 
needed to determine with precision 
the conditions under which these 
efforts will bear the best fruit. 
Thus there is an evident loss of en- 
ergy and a lessening of the effec- 
tiveness of the apostolate. 


The international plane 


Nowadays there is a great in- 
crease in international exchanges. 
Public and private organizations 
are interested in international cul- 
tural and educational activities. 
The Catholic school must, there- 
fore, demonstrate its value, adapt 
itself for the formation of Chris- 
tians in the modern world, and de- 
fend itself against the attacks made 
upon it in many areas. 

This was the reason for the cre- 
ation of your organization which 
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proposes, as its statutes declare 
(Article 3), “to affirm on an inter- 
national plane the role of teaching 
that is conducted under the protec- 
tion of the Church.” 

It had been possible previously 
for Catholic universities, students, 
intellectuals, and teachers to dis- 
cuss questions which interested 
them in their respective fields. 
But it was still necessary for 
some group to represent Catho- 
lic teaching in its entirety and to 
present its point of view to inter- 
national governmental and non- 
governmental organizations. 

For this reason representatives 
from six nations met at The Hague 
for the first time in November, 
1950. After the ecclesiastical hier- 
archy of the interested countries 
had approved the project, the or- 
ganizing assembly of the Office met 
at Lucerne in September, 1952, and 
drafted statutes. Since then its 
membership has constantly in- 
creased. 


A record of accomplishment 


Although hampered in its action 
by a lack of funds, the Office has 
accomplished a notable amount of 
work since its foundation. In par- 
ticular it has been represented at 
several meetings of international 
organizations, has edited a num- 
ber of reports, studies, and articles, 
has established an extensive col- 
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lection of documents on the schools 
of various countries, and has an- 
swered many requests for informa- 
tion. 

At present you are concentrating 
your attention on the UNESCO 
projects relating to primary educa- 
tion in Latin America and to the 
mutual appreciation of cultural 
values in the Far East and the 
West. You are also cooperating in 
the organization of Catholic schools 
in Africa. 


Problems of pedagogy 


Your present congress deals with 
a rather complex subject, “The Na- 
ture and Role of the Catholic School 
in the Face of the Realities of the 
Modern World.” In doing this, you 
fulfill one of the important points 
of your statutes, which calls for 
“study of the principles that are 
the basis of Christian instruction 
of youth and study of the problems 
that the application of these prin- 
ciples entails” (Article 4a). 

Problems of pedagogy and of the 
school in general have in recent 
years become very prominent — 
problems arising from the in- 
creased number of regular stu- 
dents, the question of lengthening 
the period of education to meet the 
demands of modern science and in- 
dustry for specialized personnel, 
and also the more delicate problems 
resulting from the rapid extension 
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of the media and content of culture. 

Thus it is opportune to examine 
the situation of the Catholic school 
in the modern world and the way 
this school adapts itself to an ac- 
celerated rate of growth. 


The climate of international life 


The political and social climate 
of international life cannot fail to 
have an influence on various move- 
ments which Catholic schools take 
into account, such as the conflict of 
political ideas and systems, the 
alignment of nations into opposing 
factions, the needs of underdevel- 
oped regions, and the common utili- 
zation of new sources of energy. 

The proper solution of these 
formidable questions can only come 
from an elite with sound ideas and 
generous hearts who will be able to 
consider such problems with full 
technical competence and with an 
understanding of the essential re- 
quirements of the human con- 
science. 


Aims of the Catholic school 


The Catholic school aims at con- 
fronting its pupils with all their re- 
sponsibilities, and thus it helps de- 
velop the fundamental principles 
of a harmonious balance between 
individuals and nations. 

So that the Catholic school will 
not fail in its mission, all those in 
positions of responsibility must 
keep in mind the advice given by 
Our venerable predecessor Pius XI 
in the encyclical “Divini Illius Ma- 
gistri.” For a school to be Chris- 
tian it is not sufficient that there 
be a course of religion every week 
or that certain practices of piety 
be required; above all, Chris- 
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tian teachers must form spirit and 
character and communicate to their 
pupils the wealth of their own pro- 
found spiritual lives. 

To do this, the exterior organi- 
zation of the school, its discipline 
and its curriculum, must constitute 
a framework adapted to its essen- 
tial function, and the school must 
be penetrated, even in its appar- 
ently most humble and material de- 
tails, with an authentic spirituality. 

Is it a matter of indifference 
what daily schedule is adopted, or 
what choice of subjects, teaching 
methods, or disciplinary systems is 
made? Legal requirements or other 
circumstances have led many times 
to regrettable surrenders and have 
greatly diminished the efficacy of 
religious education itself. 

We also believe that you will be 
accomplishing a very useful work 
in making available to Christian 
teachers a comparison of methods 
and results obtained in other coun- 
tries. This project will save edu- 
cators the expense of useless or 
harmful experimentation and will 
more surely eliminate from their 
own methods all elements that are 
alien to true Christian inspiration. 


The main goal 


In any case, the efficiency of an 
educational system depends, in the 
final analysis, on its complete faith- 
fulness to the main goal it has set 
for itself. ; 

The Christian school will justify 
its existence in so far as its teach- 
ers—clerics or laymen, religious or 
secular — succeed in forming 
staunch Christians. 

Therefore, their zeal should ap- 
ply itself unfailingly to bring their 
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pupils more and more into the life 
of the Church, to have them take 
part in its liturgy and its sacra- 
ments, and then to initiate them— 
according to the capacities of their 
age—into apostolic work among 
their companions, in their own 
families, and in their walk of life. 

They should also be brought to 
look toward the missionary field, 
which really begins at the gates of 
the school or college. The school 
should show them the apostolic op- 
portunities offered to their gener- 
osity in the vocation of a priest or 
a religious or among the varied 
forms of lay action. 


The student and his career 


The pupils of a Catholic school 
should not regard their future ca- 
reer as a simple social function 
which is undoubtedly necessary for 
all of them and their age group, but 
with no immediate relation to their 
condition as baptized persons; on 
the contrary, they must always 
think of it as the exercise of a 
personal responsibility in the work 
of saving the world. If they take 
their careers seriously as Chris- 
tians on the temporal plane, they 
will realize through them their 
highest spiritual destiny. 


Intellectual objectives 


It would be a mistake to think 
that because of this the Christian 
school holds specifically scholarly 
tasks in less esteem or has rele- 
gated them to a secondary place. 

On the contrary, the intellectual 
objectives, which are the aims of 
teaching, receive from the school’s 
spiritual orientation a firmness, a 
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security, and an increased strength. 
And so it is that when pagan pupils 
or those belonging to another re- 
ligion attend Catholic schools, they 
obtain a cultural training equal to 
that they would have received else- 
where. As a matter of fact, Catho- 
lic schools often enjoy renown in 
non-Catholic circles for the quality 
of their courses and for the emi- 
nent services which they render to 
the national community. 

Unfortunately, in spite of its ob- 
vious merits, the Catholic school 
does not always receive from public 
authorities the support that it de- 
serves. We have already spoken of 
this problem in Our discourse of 
November 10, 1957, to the Interna- 
tional Congress of Private Euro- 
pean Schools (cfr. Discorsi e Ra- 
diomessaggi, Vol. XIX, p. 589) .2 It 
may be hoped that the movement 
which encourages nations to unite 
into larger groups will encourage 
governments to surmount such op- 
position to those who found Catho- 
lic schools. 

It remains for Us to urge you, 
dear children, to pursue with cour- 
age and perseverance the tasks 
which you have set for yourselves. 
To stimulate your zeal, you can well 
repeat the exclamation of St. Paul, 
proud in the trust that God had 
confided to him to proclaim the 
mystery of Christ. “Him we 
preach, admonishing every man 
and teaching every man in.all wis- 
dom, that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 
1, 28). 

Such is the magnificent scope of 
your work and the work of al) 


* Eng. tr.: TPS (Spring 1958), v. 4, no. 4, p. 377.—Ed. 
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Christian teachers: to preach the 
Lord to those who do not know 
Him, to make perfect those who do 
know Him. 

May the Holy Ghost enlighten 
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estly implore Him to do so and, as 
We implore His graces for you and 
for all of your co-workers, We be- 
stow on you—as a pledge of these 
graces — Our paternal Apostolic 





and guide your steps! We earn- Blessing. 


* 


Values for insurance agents 


. Your profession, although apparently striving for purely economic 
rewards, is in reality extremely rich in human and Christian values. Your 
everyday relations place you in close personal contact with humble and 
inarticulate lives, in which the strength of family ties—that wonderful and 
vital harmony upon which rests the well-being of the individual and the 
nation—is especially noticeable. You are the admiring and deeply moved 
witnesses of the sacrifices of many parents, who, through the guarantees 
afforded by the companies you represent, are trying to insure a happy future 
for their children, while they toil and save toward a goal which they perhaps 
will never share or enjoy. Your assistance, which We do not doubt is 
always rendered with the deepest respect and sincerity, casts a radiant 
light of benevolence upon the fruits of your work. 

We are also glad to remark, before your group, how your profession can 
be turned into a most valuable instrument of Divine Providence, which often 
operates through the agency of human plans of far-sighted thrift in the 
fulfillment of its merciful designs. 

Always try to ennoble your work, which is so useful to society, with the 
consideration of its deeply human and supernatural values, which alone can 
find favor before God... . 


—John XXIII. To a group of insurance agents. March 13, 1959. 








Man and His Calling 


An Address of Pope Pius XIil 
to a National Convention on Handicrafts 


Con particolare 


E GREET YOU with par- 

ticular pleasure, beloved 

sons and daughters who 
have gathered in Rome for the 
“National Convention on Handi- 
crafts” and have desired to be re- 
ceived by Us. We welcome with joy 
this testimony of filial devotion, 
proof of your sincere desire to ac- 
tivate ever more adequately, in 
your private life and in your pro- 
fessional and social activities, the 
high ideal which Christian faith 
sets before you. We pray that the 
work of this great meeting may 
result in the solution of the impor- 
tant problems which are the matter 
of your discussions. 


Economic change 


We well remember the audience 
We granted you in October 1947 at 
Castelgandolfo, and the words We 
then addressed to the “Christian 
Association of Italian Artisans.” 
It was only two years after the 
war’s end. How many changes have 
since then modified the face of hu- 
man society! In economic life we 
have seen a rapid alteration of 
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existing structures, provoked by 
the emergence of new techniques, 
by the discovery of new sources of 
energy which are richer and appar- 
ently inexhaustible, by the exten- 
sion of markets through interna- 
tional agreement. Your occupa- 
tions have not escaped this complex 
movement; you have seen the birth 
of new problems in sometimes dif- 
ficult circumstances, but also of 
more diversified possibilities which 
give you assurance of stability and 
future development. 


Survival of the crafts 


One thing, above all, seems worth 
noting. For a century craftsman- 
ship has been fighting for its life 
against the growing power of in- 
dustrial concentration. At first it 
seemed as if the factory would de- 
stroy craft-enterprise. Toward 
1890 the leaders and program of 
socialism, along with many repre- 
sentatives of national economic sci- 
ence, had presumed to proclaim 
that crafts, at least when conducted 
on a small scale, were fatally des- 
tined to vanish. But subsequent 
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events have given the lie to these 
prophecies, and the crafts, in spite 
of the theories which predicted 
their end, have successfully sur- 
vived. 

No doubt the number of work- 
shops employing one or a few per- 
sons is decreasing compared to the 
increasing number of large enter- 
prises, causing a notable reduction 
of independent artisans. Even so, 
in many of these large enterprises 
(as is apparent particularly in the 
building trade, for instance) the 
great majority of workers are 
skilled workers—masons, carpen- 
ters, joiners, locksmiths — who 
work just as does the independent 
artisan in the small enterprise. 

One point is, moreover, decisive. 
Authorities, both theoretical and 
practical, assert that not only in 
Italy, but also for example in a 
country as rich in varied enter- 
prises as Germany, and in spite of 
the development of industry to the 
point of automation, the crafts 
have continued to develop in the 
postwar period. They have indeed 
imperatively demonstrated their 
indispensability. 

For the growth of industry has 
created specific demands which 
can best be met by the work of 
the craftsman. It has thus brought 
forth new types of crafts, such as 
those connected with the repair 
and maintenance of standardized 
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production. Thus is confirmed the 
foresight of those who asserted 
that the crafts would not die out 
as long as there continue to be 
needs of an individual and personal 
nature which can more easily be 
filled by the decentralized forms of 
craftsmanship than by large-scale 
industry. 

The new [Italian] law on craft- 
enterprises and the definition of 
small business of July 25, 1956, has 
left scope for free activity and has 
contributed positively to the im- 
provement of living conditions and 
status of the contracting crafts- 
men. 


The Church and the 
world of craftsmanship 


Regarding all this We rejoice 
with you, dear son and daughters, 
heartily. In Our address to you in 
1947 We said that, although force 
of circumstances in the second half 
of the last century caused the solic- 
itude of the Church to converge 
principally upon industrial work- 
ers and the relations between em- 
ployer and employee, because it was 
there the crux of the social problem 
lay which demanded urgent solu- 
tion, nevertheless there has always 
existed between the Church and the 
world of craftsmanship an under- 
standing and a good, natural, and, 
so to speak, familiar agreement. 
(Cfr. Discorsi e Radiomessaggi IX, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 16-17, 1958. Italian text. Translation 
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This was an address of Pope Pius XII to a National Italian Convention on Handi- 
crafts, sponsored by the Christian Association of Italian Artisans. The audience was 
also attended by numerous government officials and leaders of industry and labor. 
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p. 297.) We would therefore like 
to take the occasion of this audi- 
ence to draw your attention to two 
points, which explain why the 
Church at present takes a special 
interest in craftsmanship and 
wishes to see its status maintained 
and improved. 


Personal life and one’s occupation 


In the first place we must deplore 
a serious spiritual crisis which 
takes the form of an ever-widening 
breach between personal life and 
one’s occupation. An occupation is 
in many circles regarded as some- 
thing alien to the self, to which it 
is not a matter of vital interest. A 
person does his job because he must 
live, but he feels no attraction to it 
or pleasure in it. Furthermore, 
closing time and vacations are im- 
patiently awaited. This state of af- 
fairs is found not only among the 
legions of office and factory work- 
ers, but also in other lines of work. 

The causes for this attitude are 
many, but the main one is easy to 
discern. The limited work done by 
the individual worker is often only 
part of a whole which he does not 
understand, of which he is un- 
aware, and of which he is not in- 
formed. Thus he is not conscious 
of doing something useful or of 
contributing toward an end; he 
works as one chained to an ex- 
hausting automatism—as, for in- 
stance, a conveyor-belt—with a 
narrowly-limited action, so that he 
has no satisfaction of organizing, 
and cannot in any sense impress 
upon the product the mark of his 
own personality. 
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The artisan 


The condition of the artisan is 
somewhat different. Normally he 
is prepared and trained to execute 
a job from beginning to end. This 
is true even of those craftsmen who 
work, not on their own, but for a 
big concern, such as, for instance, 
a building firm. Thus they are in- 
terested in their work and enjoy it. 
Naturally they too enjoy their free 
time; but, unlike so many people 
who are bound to their occupations 
by no ties of sentiment, these go 
back to the job, cheerful, fresh, and 
without bitterness. 

The Church rejoices in this ad- 
vantage of the craftsman because 
any dissociation between personal 
and professional life is something 
unnatural and forced. The farmer 
who works his own land with his - 
own family; the teachers and edu- 
cators who dedicate themselves to 
their pupils; the doctor and nurse 
who devote themselves to their pa- 
tients; the statesman too, and the 
politician, who, conscious of their 
responsibility, take to heart the 
common good in the service of their 
country—all these are deeply aware 
that their profession is, so to speak, 
an integral part of their being, and 
is, for them, incomparably more 
than a mere means of livelihood. 


Consequences of this problem 


In fact the separation of man 
from his calling is all the more de- 
plorable as it comes more and more 
to be considered normal, and pref- 
erable to the demands of a serious 
occupation; it has reached a point 
where a deficiency in candidates for 
the occupations which entail serious 














obligations has already made itself 
felt. 

It is then in no way surprising 
if, in time, such unsatisfying work 
has an unfavorable effect in the 
moral field, inasmuch as the ab- 
sence of pleasure in their occupa- 
tion urges many to seek it else- 
where, and, in any case, soon makes 
them indifferent and inclined to 
reject responsibility toward others 
and toward society. 

We therefore hope, dear sons and 
daughters, that craftsmanship may 
preserve you from these dangers, 
and that you will remain attached 
to your task and accomplish it with 
joy. 

A family atmosphere 


The other reason for which the 
Church desires that the crafts may 
preserve their own character is 
that she considers it opportune 
that small and middle-size enter- 
prises should preserve a family at- 
mosphere. 

Far be it from Us to think of a 
return to a patriarchal system of 
economy. We have no objection to 
the relations between employers, 
workers, and apprentices being 
regulated by modern social legis- 
lation. What is necessary is that 
the employer take an active part in 
the execution of the work and re- 
main among his employees to guide, 
encourage, and instruct them. Thus 
it will be easy for him to keep a 
family feeling in his workshop. 
This will not require many words, 
but, first and foremost, a good 
example and genuine concern for 
people and their true good. All, 
whether workers or apprentices, 
will thus feel that goodwill, respect, 
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and mutual aid must reign in the 
workshop. 


A Christian note 


In your workshops then, a Chris- 
tian note must be dominant. Could 
you not, perhaps, hang a crucifix 
in your workroom? Could you not 
even say a short but fervent prayer 
before starting work, which would 
certainly draw the blessing of God 
down on your daily labor? 

Likewise We would particularly 
recommend decency and clean 
speech. Research among young 
workers shows that conditions in 
many businesses (we do not say in 
all, naturally) leave a great deal to 
be desired from the moral point of 
view. As experience unfortunately 
shows, the young are exposed every 
day to an overwhelming flood of 
improper conversations that grad- 
ually contaminate their hearts. 
Adults, instead of thinking about 
their responsibility for such spirit- 
ual destruction, seem sometimes 
complacent in thus sowing seeds of 
corruption. We are- sure your 
Christian feelings will defend you 
in such a delicate matter and will 
lead you to exercise constant vigi- 
lance in order that the moral influ- 
ence of your workshops—especially 
upon the young apprentices—will 
remain healthy and contribute ef- 
fectively to their Christian and civ- 
ic formation. 

We once more invoke upon you 
and your enterprises the protection 
of the Holy Family. Saint Joseph 
and Jesus were artisans in the pres- 
ent meaning of the term and, like 
so many of you, owned a small busi- 
ness. You will do well to imitate 
the example of the holy Patriarch, 
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who, confident in Divine Provi- 
dence, and walking always in the 
presence of the Lord, lived a hard- 
working and honest life entirely 
dedicated to his family and his pro- 


fession! May the sweet and power- 
ful intercession of the Virgin Mary 
obtain for you from Jesus strength 
and grace, and may your whole 
lives be filled therewith! 


Social significance of humble tasks 


. . « First of all, We are happy to use this very special audience as a means 
for conveying Our satisfaction and gratitude for the work you are perform- 
ing. Your work obviously represents an honest means for supporting your- 
selves and your families while achieving a certain amount of economic 
security; yet your work possesses, at the same time, a deep social significance. 
Your work represents, in fact, your contribution to one of the most sorely 
needed public services of the city: a contribution offered by each one of you 
in carrying out the particular task assigned to him. No matter how humble 
and little known your different duties and functions may be, all help solve 
problems of enormous import. All Romans benefit from your work. We 
benefit from it too and, after thanking the Lord Who so benignly gives 
Us Our daily nourishment, We also thank you, who are His capable and 
efficient instruments. As We think about such things, which are so natural 
and therefore so often taken for granted, a whole orderly way of life is 
displayed before Our eyes: a mutually interdependent existence in which 
everyone is at his brother's service, just as in the human body every part— 
even the least conspicuous and the weakest—fulfills the task entrusted to it 
by Divine Providence. It is a throbbing, pulsating way of life, marvelously 
integrated in all of its components, and one from which are derived many 
benefits to human communities. 

From the contemplation of physical and social bodies, Our thoughts are 
lifted to the contemplation of the Mystical Body, the Church of Jesus 
Christ, of which every one of us must be an active and operative member, 
united with its only supreme head, which is Jesus Christ... . 

—John XXIII. To laborers from Rome's general markets. April 5, 1959. 
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Appearing July 1—September 30, 1958 


657. St. Anne de Beaupre. (Quum gloria 
filiorum) June 24, 1958. Letter of Pius 
XII to Cardinal Leger. (Est. length: 
400 words) 


Key Topics: 
St. Anne; Beaupré, Canada; Mary, 
Blessed Virgin. 


Latin text: AAS (July 28, 1958) 50: 477- 
478; Osservatore Romano (July 27, 
1958). English Excerpt: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 178. 


658. Ad apostolorum principis (Ad Apos- 
tolorum Principis) June 29, 1958. Encyc- 
lical letter of Pius XII. (Est. length: 
5050 words) 


Key Topics: 

Authority of Church; China; 
Church and state; Communism; Con- 
secration of bishops; Persecution; 
Perseverance; Schism. 


Latin text: AAS (September 22, 1958) 
50: 601-614; Osservatore Romano (Sep- 
tember 8-9, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5. no. 2, p. 189. 


659. Carmelite Pilgrims at Lourdes. (En 
la féte) July 2, 1958. Message of Pius 
XII to Carmelite pilgrims at Lourdes. 
(Est. length: 700 words) 


Key Topics: 
St. Bernadette; Carmelites; Lourdes; 
Mary, Blessed Virgin; Prayer. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (July 
17, 1958. 


660. To Women of Catholic Action. (J 
medesimi sentimenti) July 2, 1958. Ad- 
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dress of Pope Pius XII to the Women’s 
Union of Italian Catholic Action. (Est. 
length: 3400 words) 


Key Topics: 
Catholic Action; Kingdom of Christ; 
Mary, Blessed Virgin; Motherhood; 
Social teaching of Church; Woman. 


Italian text: AAS (August 21, 1958) 
50: 523-530; Osservatore Romano (July 
3, 1958). 


661. Two Romes. (Once again We bid 
welcome) July 3, 1958. Address of Pius 
XII to a group of American teachers 
studying in Rome. (Est. length: 360 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Church; Culture; Greece; St. Peter; 
Rome. 


English text: Osservatore Romano (July 
5, 1958); TPS (Spring 1958) v. 4, no. 4, 
p. 404. 


662. Peace and Unity for Europe. (Coi 
Nostri diletti figli) July 4, 1958. Message 
of Pius XII to the people of Norcia 
about St. Benedict. (Est. length: 200 
words) 


Key Topics: 
St. Benedict; Brotherhood; Europe; 
Peace. 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 29, 1958). English tr.: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 219. 


663. Madagascar. (C’est une grande 
joie) July 12, 1958. Address of Pius XII 
to a pilgrimage from Madagascar. (Est. 
length: 300 words) 
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Key Topics: 
Faith; Madagascar; Vocations. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (July 
138, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 187. 


664. The Young Woman’s Calling. 
(Quattro mesi or sono) July 18, 1958. 
Address of Pius XII to the Young 
Women of Italian Catholic Action. (Est. 
length: 2350 words) 


Key Topics: 


Matrimony; Religious state; 
ginity; Woman; Youth. 


Italian text: AAS (August 21, 1958) 
50: 530-535; Osservatore Romano (July 
14-15, 1958). English tr.: TPS (Spring 
1958) v. 4, no. 4, p. 96. 


Vir- 


665. Meminisse iuvat. (Meminisse iuvat) 
July 14, 1958. Encyclical letter of Pius 


XII. (Est. length: 3900 words) 
Key Topics: 
Catholic schools; Christian life; 


Mary, Blessed Virgin; Mystical Body 
of Christ; Persecution; Social teach- 
ing of Church; Unity of Church; War 
and peace. 


Latin text: AAS (July 28, 1958) 50: 
449-459; Osservatore Romano (July 16, 
1958). English tr.; TPS (Spring 1958) 
v. 4, no. 4, p. 29. 


666. The Contemplative Life (I). (Cé- 
dant volontiers a vos instances) July 19, 
1958. First radio message of Pius XII 
to cloistered nuns. (Est. length: 3200 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Contemplation; Contemplative life; 
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Divine truth; Love of God; Mystical 
Theology; Prayer; Sponsa Christi, Ap. 
Const.; States of Perfection. 


French text: AAS (September 19, 1958) 
50:562-586; Osservatore Romano (July 
20, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Summer 1958) v. 5, 
no. 1, p. 61. 


667. Workingmen at Lourdes. (Chers fils 
et chéres filles) July 21, 1958. Address 
of Pius XII to the International Workers 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes. (Est. length: 700 
words) 


Key Topics: 


Human brotherhood; Lourdes; Mary, 
Blessed Virgin; Social teaching of 
Church. 


French text: AAS (September 19, 1958) 
50:592-593; Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 15, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 
2, p. 179. 


668. Letter to Cardinal Siri. (Non fugit 
Nos) July 24, 1958. A letter of Pius XII 
to Cardinal Siri, appointing him Papal 
Legate to the “Catholic Days” celebrated 
at the Brussels World Fair in August, 
1958. (Est. length: 700 words) 


Latin text: AAS (September 19, 1958) 
50:561-562; Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 15, 1958). 


669. The Contemplative Life (II). (Si 
Nous avons pu résumer) July 25, 1958. 
Second radio message of Pius XII to 
cloistered nuns. (Est. length: 4000 
words) 





The TPS Guide is a list of those papal messages published during a three-month 
period in Osservatore Romano (Vatican City daily) and, occasionally, in other sources 
which come to our attention. If these messages have appeared in the Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis, that fact is noted. Messages are listed by date of delivery; numbers assigned 
them are consecutive from our first issue, in January 1954. This Guide is published 
some months after the appearance of the documents listed, in order that page refer- 
ences to TPS may be as complete as possible. 











TPS GUIDE 


Key Topics: 

Charity; Common life; Contempla- 
tive life; Humility; Joy; Liberty and 
law; Love of God; Mental health; 
Penance and mortification; Theological 
virtues; Virginity; Work 


French text: AAS (September 19, 1958) 
50:562-586; Osservatore Romano (July 
27, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Summer 1958) v. 5, 
no. 1, p. 67. 


670. Christian Service in the Field of 
Health. (Nous vous adressons) July 27, 
1958. Radio message of Pius XII to First 
World Catholic Health Conference. (Est. 
length: 2600 words) 


Key Topics: 
Cooperation in medical profession; 
Medical morals; Medicine; Nursing. 


French text: AAS (October 4, 1958) 50: 
726-732; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 10, 1058). 


English tr.: TPS (Summer 1958) v. 5, 
no. 1, p. 49. 


671. To a Biblical Congress. (Nous 
agréons) July 28, 1958. Message of Pius 
XII to the International Biblical Con- 
gress. (Est. length: 400 words) 


Key Topics: 
Holy scripture; Scholarship. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 25-26, 1958). 


672. The Contemplative Life (III). 
(Lorsque Nous avons traité) August 2, 
1958. Third radio message of Pius XII 
to cloistered nuns. (Est. length: 3500 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Contemplative life; Federations of 
religious; Poverty; Sterility; Work 


French text: AAS (September 19, 1958) 
50:562-586; Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 3, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Summer 1958) v. 5, 
no. 1, p. 75. 
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673. To Cardinal Tisserant. (Praeterito 
anno) August 11, 1958. Letter of Pius 
XII to Cardinal Tisserant, appointing 
him Papal Legate to a Marian Congress 
to be held at Lourdes. (Est. length: 450 
words) 


Latin text: AAS (October 4, 1958) 50: 
722-723; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 12, 1958). 


674. The Catholic Intellectual. (Le XXIV 
Congrés Mondial) August 11, 1958. Mes- 
sage of Pius XII to the 24th World Con- 
gress of Pax Romana. (Est. length: 650 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Catholic Church; Christian culture; 


Professional life; Temporal and eter- 
nal. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 31, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 
2, p. 221. 


675. To Spanish Pilgrims. (Rompiendo 
con las exigencias) August 18, 1958. Ad- 
dress of Pius XII to a group of Spanish 
families. (Est. length: 450 words) 


Key Topics: 
Family; Marriage. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 14, 1958). 


676. Human Progress and the things of 
God. (Oeuvres du Seigneur) August 15, 
1958. Message of Pius XII to Catholics 
at the Brussels World’s Fair. (Est. 
length: 1200 words) 


Key Topics: 
Brussels World Fair; Holy Eucha- 
rist; Material and spiritual; Progress; 
Thanksgiving. 


French text: AAS (September 22, 1958) 
50:622-625; Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 16-17, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Summer 1958) v. 5, 
no. 1, p. 45. 
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677. German Congress. (Zum zweiten) 
August 17, 1958. A radio message of 
Pius XII to the 78th Catholic Congress 
of Germany. (Est. length: 2300 words) 


Key Topics: 


Catholic schools; Church; Educa- 
tion; Faith, Germany; Mary, Blessed 
Virgin; Progress; Religion and life; 
Science and technology; Society. 


German text: AAS (October 1, 1958) 
50:701-705; Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 18-19, 1958). English excerpt: TPS 
(Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 2, p. 200. 


678. For a Better World. (Come in altre 
circostanze) August 26, 1958. Letter to 
Father Riccardo Lombardi, S.J. (Est. 
length: 450 words) 


Key Topics: 


International Center for a Better 
World; Spiritual reform. 


Italian text: AAS (October 4, 1958) 50: 
724-725; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 15-16, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 
2, p. 220. 


679. Letter to Cardinal de la Torre. 
(Libenter sane comperimus) August 28, 
1958. Letter of Pius XII to Cardinal 
de la Torre, appointing him Papal Legate 
to a Eucharistic Congress in Ecuador. 
(Est. length: 400 words) 


Latin text: AAS (October 4, 1958) 50: 
725-726; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 28, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Summer 1959) v. 5, 
no. 3, p. 288, 


680. A More Perfect Life for the Layman. 
(En un temps) August 29, 1958. An ad- 
dress of Pius XII to the International 
Congress of the Third Order of St. 
Dominic. (Est. length: 2500 words) 


Key Topics: 
Apostolate; Contemplation; St. Dom- 
inic; Faith; Holiness; Lay apostolate; 


Mortification; Scripture; Temporal 
and eternal; Third Order of St. Dom- 
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inic; Union with God; Worldliness; 
Zeal for souls. 


French text: AAS (October 1, 1958) 
50:674-679; Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 30, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Spring 1959) v. 5, no. 
2, p. 182. 


681. The Genetics of Blood. (Le Congrés 
international) September 5, 1958. Ad- 
dress of Pius XII to the International 
Society for the Transfusion of Blood. 
(Est. length: 2450 words) 


Key Topics: 
Eugenics; Genetics; Mediterranean 


hematological disorders; Parenthood; 
Racism; RH factor. 


French text: AAS (September 19, 1958) 
50:586-591. Osservatore Romano (July 
28-29, 1958). 


682. Classical Archaeology (Nous sommes 
heureux) September 7, 1958. Address of 
Pius XII to the 7th International Con- 
gress of Classical Archeology. (Est. 
length: 1800 words) 


Key Topics: ; 
Antiquity; Archaeology; Art; Church 


and culture; Classical literature; Hu- 
manism; Papacy; Renaissance. 


French text: AAS (October 1, 1958) 50: 
679-683; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 11, 1958). 


683. To Judges. (Nous vous souhaitons) 
September 8, 1958. Address of Pius XII 
to a group of judges. (Est. length: 1700 
words) 


Key Topics: 
Justice; Law. 
French text: AAS (October 1, 1958) 50: 


683-687; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 12, 1958). 


684. Tranquilizers and Christian Morals. 
(Vous n’avez pas voulu) September 9, 
1958. Addres of Pius XII to the Inter- 
national College of Neuro-Psycho Phar- 
macology. (Est. length: 4600 words) 
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Key Topics: 

Analgesics; Dignity of man; Medi- 
cal morals; Medicine; Mental illness; 
Psychiatry; Psycho-pharmacology; 
Tranquilizers. 


French text: AAS (October 1, 1958) 50: 
687-696; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 18, 1958). 


685. Social Security. (Amadisimos hijos) 
September 11, 1958. Address of Pius XII 
to the National Spanish Institute of So- 
cial Security. (Est. length: 1300 words) 


Key Topics: 
Charity; Justice; Rerum novarum; 
Social teaching of Church. 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Sep- 
tember 14, 1958). 


686. Moral Questions of Heredity. (Le 
VII Congrés International) September 
12, 1958. Address of Pius XII to the 7th 
International Congress of Hematologists. 
(Est. length: 4250 words) 


Key Topics: 
Adoption of children; Adultery; 
Artificial insemination; Blood tests; 


Genetics; Heredity; Marriage; Medi- 
cal morals; Medicine; RH factor; 
Rhythm system; Sterilization. 


French text: AAS (October 4, 1958) 50: 
732-740; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 15-16, 1958). 


687. The Catholic School Today. (La 
troisiéme Assemblée) September 14, 
1958. Address of Pius XII to the Inter- 
national Office of Catholic Education. 
(Est. length: 2000 words) 


Key Topics: 
Catholic schools; Education; Teach- 
ers and teaching. 


French text: AAS (October 1, 1958) 50: 
696-700; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 17, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Summer 1959) v. 5, 
no. 3, p. 337. 


688. Thoughts on Lourdes. (Vénérables 
fréres) September 17, 1958. Radio mes- 
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sage of Pius XII to pilgrims from 
Lourdes participating in the Interna- 
tional Marian Congress. (Est. length: 
2100 words) 


Key Topics: 


Lourdes; Mary, Blessed Virgin; 
Peace; Prayer. 

French text: AAS (October 4, 1958) 50: 

741-745; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 

ber 19, 1958). 


English tr.: TPS (Spring 1959) v. 5, 
no, 2, p. 174. 


689. The Catholic Philosopher. (A 
Vissue) September 21, 1958. An address 
of Pius XII to the XII International 
Congress of Philosophers. (Est. length: 
3000 words) 


Key Topics: 


Faith; Freedom; Love of God; Phi- 
losophy; Nationalism; Skepticism; 
Truth. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Sep- 
tember 22-23, 1958). 


690. To Beekeepers. (Comme _ tant 
dautres) September 22, 1958. Address 
of Pius XII to the XVII International 
Congress of Beekeepers. (Est. length: 
2300 words) 


Key Topics: 


Bees; Existence of God; Finality; 
Intelligence. 


French text: Osservatore Romano (Sep- ° 
tember 24, 1958). 


691. Lessons for Seminarians. (Si todos 
y cada) September 23, 1958. Address of 
Pius XII to Latin American Seminary 
Rectors. (Est. length: 2400 words) 


Key Topics: 


Christian unity; Latin America; 
Obedience; Priesthood; Seminary and 
seminarians; Social problems; Voca- 
tions. 
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Spanish text: Osservatore Romano (Sep- 
tember 25, 1958). 


692. To a Eucharistic Congress. (Por 
tercera vez) September 28, 1958. Ad- 
dress of Pius XII to the Ecuadorian Eu- 
charistic Congress. (Est. length: 1700 
words) . 








THE PoPE SPEAKS 


Key Topics: 


Ecuador; Latin 


America. 


Holy Eucharist; 


Spanish text: AAS (October 4, 1958) 50: 
745-748; Osservatore Romano (Septem- 
ber 29-30, 1958). 











“The liturgy contains the most intimate and powerful means for 
reaching the innermost depths of souls already touched by grace.” 
—Pope John XXIII, Easter Sunday, 1959 
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